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General marking principles for National 5 Italian Listening 
 
This information is provided to help you understand the general principles you must apply 
when marking candidate responses to questions in this paper. These principles must be read in 
conjunction with the detailed marking instructions, which identify the key features required 
in candidate responses. 
 
(a)  Marks for each candidate response must always be assigned in line with these general 

marking principles and the detailed marking instructions for this assessment. 
 
(b) Marking should always be positive. This means that, for each candidate response, marks 

are accumulated for the demonstration of relevant skills, knowledge and understanding: 
they are not deducted from a maximum on the basis of errors or omissions. 

 
(c)  If a specific candidate response does not seem to be covered by either the principles or 

detailed marking instructions, and you are uncertain how to assess it, you must seek 
guidance from your team leader. 

 
(d) The marking instructions indicate the essential idea that a candidate should provide for 

each answer. 
 
(e)  The answers for each question must come from the item. 
 
(f)  There are a number of supported marks across the two items. Where there are supported 
 marks in the form of a grid, award zero marks where a candidate ticks all boxes. 
 
(g)  For questions that ask candidates to ‘state’ or ‘give’, candidates must give a brief, 

accurate response/name. 
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Marking instructions for each question 

 

Question Expected response(s) 
Max 
mark 

Additional guidance 

     Do not accept: 

1. (a)  • friendly 

• neighbours/people in the area/live nearby 

2  

 (b) (i) • studying to be a vet/an animal doctor/she is a veterinarian 
student 

1  

  (ii) • best in the class/most intelligent in class/top of the class (in 
primary school) 

1  

 (c)  • fruit and veg shop/greengrocer  

• she works near the house/close to home 
 
Any 1 from 2 

1 Fruit and Veg market 
(ignore wrong job title) 

 (d)  • it’s an hour away by train 

• he has to leave early in the/every morning 

• he returns late in the/every evening 
 
Any 1 from 3 

1 fabric 

 (e)  • it’s a village/(little) town/it’s by the sea/beach/a seaside 
village 

• the fishing industry (is important) 

• tourism/tourist activities (are important)/there are lots of things 
to do for tourists 

• she is happy to live there/she likes it there 
 
Any 2 from 4 

2  
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Question Expected response(s) 
Max 
mark 

Additional guidance 

     Do not accept: 

2.  (a)  • he is (always) calm/tranquil 

• he leaves her in peace/alone 
 
Any 1 from 2 

1 Peaceful 

 (b) (i) • (they both like) fashion/the same style 

• (they like the) same songs/music/singers (on the radio) 

2 They wear the same clothes 

  (ii) • her sister takes/steals her things/stuff (without asking) 1 borrows/takes her clothes 

 (c)  • her sister looks at/reads/sends/texts messages/is on her phone 
(till late) 

• the light annoys her/bothers her/keeps her awake 

2 Any other activity: that is watches videos/talks on the 
phone 

 (d)  • it’s a (lovely) village/town by the sea/beach/it’s a seaside town 

• it doesn’t have the problems of a big city 

• there isn’t air pollution/good air quality 

• there isn’t graffiti (on the walls)/drawings on the walls 
 
Any 2 from 4 

2  

 (e)  • because life there is/it’s lively (with the arrival of lots of 
tourists)/busy/bustling/brings the city to life 

• the shops are open till late/longer 

• there are open air concerts/outdoor concerts 
 
Any 2 from 3 

2  
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Question Expected response(s) 
Max 
mark 

Additional guidance 

     Do not accept: 

 (f) (i) • go around on foot/walk about/go for a walk 1 Get around 
Walk to the beach 

  (ii) • cars are parked everywhere/on the pavement(s)/paths 1 Tourist cars use all the parking spaces 
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