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Part One: General Marking Principles for French Higher – Listening/Writing
This information is provided to help you understand the general principles you must apply when marking
candidate responses to questions in this Paper. These principles must be read in conjunction with the
specific Marking Instructions for each question.
(a)

Marks for each candidate response must always be assigned in line with these general marking
principles and the specific Marking Instructions for the relevant question. If a specific candidate
response does not seem to be covered by either the principles or detailed Marking Instructions,
and you are uncertain how to assess it, you must seek guidance from your Team Leader/Principal
Assessor. You can do this by posting a question on the Marking Team forum or by
e-mailing/phoning the e-marker Helpline.

(b)

Marking should always be positive ie, marks should be awarded for what is correct and not
deducted for errors or omissions.

GENERAL MARKING ADVICE: French Higher – Listening/Writing
The marking schemes are written to assist in determining the “minimal acceptable answer” rather than
listing every possible correct and incorrect answer. The following notes are offered to support Markers in
making judgements on candidates’ evidence, and apply to marking both end of unit assessments and
course assessments.
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Part Two: Marking Instructions for each Question
Question

Answer

Max
Mark

Unacceptable

Acceptable

Marie-Claire talks about holidays she spent at her
grandparents’ house on the French-speaking island of
Martinique in the Caribbean.
1

1

Where exactly is the island of Martinique?


wrong number 3 /300 /13
miles

3000 km. from USA / America.

or
 (At least) 4 hours (flight/by plane) from USA /
America.

from France/the mainland
by bike

(Any 1 from 2)

2

Marie-Claire’s father left the island at the age of 18.
Why did he not return to Martinique?

2



He got married (to her mum)

He met her mum



He found (a) permanent / secure job / work in a
(big) hospital (in suburbs of Paris). (both required)

He stayed in France.
A full-time job.
He works in a hospital.
He studied medicine in Paris.
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He met his (future) wife

Question

3

3

a

b

Answer

Max
Mark

Why does Marie-Claire like spending holidays at her
grandparents’ house?

Unacceptable

2



She does not see them often / (very) much / She
hardly ever sees them / She sees them
infrequently / She only sees them there / then

She doesn’t see them
She likes seeing them
She doesn’t visit them / go
there often



They/Her grandparents spoil / indulge /make a
fuss of her.

She gets everything done for
her.
She is well looked after.
She gets lots of attention /
treats / presents.

Apart from the cost of the flight, why do her
grandparents not go to France?


1
They are not in good health.
Her grandfather is less able.

Her grandfather is not in good health/does not
keep well / has health issues / problems / is too ill.

Flight not good for his health.
Grandfather is too old to fly /
travel.

or


Flight / Journey / It is (too) long for her
grandfather.
(Any 1 from 2)
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Acceptable

Question

4

Answer

Max
Mark

Marie-Claire talks about what she does in Martinique.
Why does she like getting up early when she is there?

Unacceptable

2



Before it gets / is (too) hot / warm / It isn’t (too) hot
/ warm / It’s not as hot / warm



She likes walking / strolling / To walk / stroll along /
on / the length of the beach

She goes / walks to / next to /
beside / by the beach
She goes along the
promenade



There is no-one / nobody about/around / to be
seen / to see / So that she can be the only person
on the beach. /The beach is empty.

Not many / Not a lot of
people
It is quiet.
So she can be the first
person on the beach.

(Any 2 from 3)
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Acceptable

Question
5

5

a

b

Answer

Max
Mark

Unacceptable

2

Why does she not go out much in the evening?


Her grandparents / They live (quite) far from town /
city / They don’t live near the town

far from the village
outside / out of town



not much / (a) little / lack of / limited / poor / not
good (means of) (public) transport

no (public) transport
not good transport methods
it’s difficult to get places
common transport
scared of public transport
transport (back) is a problem



(if she wants to go to the cinema), grandfather has
to give her a lift/take her.
(Any 2 from 3)

When she stays in, how does she spend her evenings?


1

.
with her grandfather /
parents.

Chatting / Talking / Gossiping / She chats / talks /
gossips with her grandparents.
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Acceptable

Question
6

a

Answer

Max
Mark

What activities are available to tourists in Martinique?

2

Unacceptable



Water / Aqua / Nautical sports

Water activities / Water-skiing / Windsurfing



Boat trips / excursions / outings / rides Going (out)
on a boat

Boat exhibitions / expeditions
Sailing
Activities on a boat



(Scuba / Deep-sea) Diving (under water).

Diving in a marina /
submarine / into the sea.
Submersion diving
Snorkelling.

(Any 2 from 3)

b

What activities are there for tourists who do not want
to spend time by the sea?


1
Go to / up (the) mountain(s).
Walk around the island / all
over the region.
inside the country’s
mountains
climbing / mountaineering.
Explore the interior.

Walk/Hike/ Ramble/Go for walk(s)/hike(s) /
ramble(s) inland/in the interior / centre (of
island)/in the mountains / Go hill-walking.
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Acceptable

Going for a sail on a boat

Question

7

Answer

Max
Mark

Marie-Claire compares life on the island with life in
France. According to her, what are the main
differences? Mention any two things.

Unacceptable

2



People / They are (a lot) (more) open / smiling /
cheerful

Young people / People in
France
happier / nicer / more
welcoming / warmer /friendly
/ outgoing / laugh more



(the) (rhythm / pace / way of) life is slow(er) /
(more) relaxed / laid-back / less hurried (than in
France)

the island / life is (a lot)
calmer / less busy

or
life in France is more tense /
busy
people are less stressed /
more relaxed / laid-back

people / they aren’t always in a hurry / are less
rushed (like / than in Paris/France) / people in
France are more rushed

8

Why would she not want to live in Martinique in the
future?

2



Because there is /are (a lot of ) youth
unemployment/(a lot of)
young people unemployed / (a lot of)
unemployment among young people



work is (often) badly / poorly paid and you have to
work long hours
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unemployed people
too much unemployment for
her age
not a lot of job opportunities
for young people
it’s a bad / poor country
travel takes long hours

Acceptable

Question

9

Answer

Max
Mark

What are her plans for the future? Mention any two
things.

Unacceptable

2



Become / Be a doctor like her father
or
Work with / help / care for / look after ill / sick
people in Africa

Study / Have a career in
medicine like her father
Help the poor / less fortunate
/ people in need
sick / ill young people (check
Q7 for RE)



improving / developing / perfecting her
(knowledge of) English by

learning

either
(spending / having / taking) a gap /sabbatical year
/ year off.
or
Improving English in
Australia.
Any other English-speaking
country

(spending / having / taking) a year in Australia /
USA.

Total
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20

Acceptable

Higher Writing
Task:

Short essay

Assessment
Process:

•

With reference to Content, Accuracy and Language Resource,
assess the overall quality of the response and allocate it to
pegged mark.
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Category

Mark

Very Good

10

Content

Accuracy



The topic is covered fully, in a
balanced way, including a
number of complex sentences.
Some candidates may also
provide additional information.
A wide range of verbs/verb forms
and constructions is used. There
may also be a variety of tenses.
Overall this comes over as a
competent, well thought-out
response to the task which reads
naturally.



The topic is addressed, generally
quite fully, and some complex
sentences may be included.
The candidate uses a
reasonable range of verbs/verb
forms and other constructions.







Good

8












The candidate handles all aspects
of grammar and spelling accurately,
although the language may contain
some minor errors or even one
more serious error.
Where the candidate attempts to
use language more appropriate to
post-Higher, a slightly higher
number of inaccuracies need not
detract from the overall very good
impression.

The candidate generally handles
verbs and other parts of speech
accurately but simply.
There may be some errors in
spelling, adjective endings and,
where relevant, case endings.
Use of accents may be less secure.
Where the candidate is attempting
to use more complex vocabulary
and structures, these may be less
successful, although basic
structures are used accurately.
There may be minor misuse of
dictionary.
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Language Resource – Variety,
Range, Structures
 The candidate is comfortable with
almost all the grammar used and
generally uses a different verb or
verb form in each sentence.
 There is good use of a variety of
tenses, adjectives, adverbs and
prepositional phrases and, where
appropriate, word order.
 The candidate uses co-ordinating
conjunctions and subordinate
clauses throughout the writing.
 The language flows well.






There may be less variety in the
verbs used.
Most of the more complex
sentences use co-ordinating
conjunctions, and there may also
be examples of subordinating
conjunctions where appropriate.
At times the language may be more
basic than might otherwise be
expected at this level.
Overall the writing will be
competent, mainly correct, but
pedestrian.

Category
Satisfactory

Mark
6

Content

Accuracy










The candidate uses mainly
simple, more basic sentences.
The language is perhaps
repetitive and uses a limited
range of verbs and fixed phrases
not appropriate to this level.
The topic may not be fully
addressed.
In some cases, the content may
be similar to that of good or very
good examples, but with some
serious accuracy issues.









The verbs are generally correct, but
basic.
Tenses may be inconsistent.
There are quite a few errors in other
parts of speech – personal
pronouns, gender of nouns,
adjective endings, cases,
singular/plural confusion – and in
the use of accents.
Some prepositions may be
inaccurate or omitted, eg I go the
town.
While the language may be
reasonably accurate at times, the
language structure may deteriorate
significantly in places.
Overall, there is more correct than
incorrect and there is the
impression overall that the
candidate can handle tenses.
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Language Resource – Variety,
Range, Structures
 The candidate copes with the
present tense of most verbs.
 A limited range of verbs is used.
 Candidate relies on a limited range
of vocabulary and structures.
 Where the candidate attempts
constructions with modal verbs,
these are not always successful.
 Sentences may be basic and
mainly brief.
 There is minimal use of adjectives,
probably mainly after “is”, e.g. My
friend is reliable.
 The candidate has a weak
knowledge of plurals.
 There may be several spelling
errors, e.g. reversal of vowel
combinations.

Category
Unsatisfactory

Mark
4

Language Resource – Variety,
Range, Structures
Ability to form tenses is
 The candidate copes mainly only
inconsistent.
with predictable language.
In the use of the perfect tense the
 There is inconsistency in the use of
auxiliary verb is omitted on a
various expressions, especially
number of occasions.
verbs.
There may be confusion between
 Sentences are more basic.
the singular and plural form of
 An English word may appear in the
verbs.
writing or a word may be omitted.
There are errors in many other parts  There may be an example of
of speech – gender of nouns,
serious dicetionary misuse.
cases, singular/plural confusion –
and in spelling and, where
appropriate, word order.
Several errors are serious, perhaps
showing mother tongue
interference.
There may be one sentence which
is not intelligible to a sympathetic
native speaker.
Overall, there is more incorrect than
correct.

Content

Accuracy












In some cases the content may
be basic.
In other cases there may be little
difference in content between
Satisfactory and Unsatisfactory.
The language is repetitive, with
undue reliance on fixed phrases
and a limited range of common
basic verbs such as to be, to
have, to play, to watch.
While the language used to
address the more predictable
aspects of the task may be
accurate, serious errors occur
when the candidate attempts to
address a less predictable
aspect.
The Personal Response may be
presented as a single paragraph.
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Category
Poor

Mark
2

Accuracy







The content and language may
be very basic.
However, in many cases the
content may be little different
from that expected at
Unsatisfactory or even at
Satisfactory.







Very Poor

0

Language Resource – Variety,
Range, Structures
Many of the verbs are incorrect or
 The candidate cannot cope with
even omitted.
more than 1 or 2 basic verbs,
frequently “has” and “is”.
There are many errors in other parts
 Verbs used more than once may
of speech – personal pronouns,
gender of nouns, adjective endings,
be written differently on each
cases, singular/plural confusion –
occasion.
and in spelling and word order.
 The candidate has a very limited
Prepositions are not used correctly.
vocabulary.
The language is probably
 Several English or “made-up”
inaccurate throughout the writing.
words may appear in the writing.
Some sentences may not be
 There are examples of serious
understood by a sympathetic native
dictionary misuse.
speaker.

Content



The content is very basic.





(Virtually) nothing is correct.
Most of the errors are serious.
Very little is intelligible to a
sympathetic native speaker.
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The candidate copes only with
“have” and “am”.
Very few words are correctly
written in the foreign language.
English words are used.
There may be several examples of
mother tongue interference.
There may be several examples of
serious dictionary misuse.

What if….?
the candidate exceeds the recommended word count?

This in itself need not be important, although it is important to be clear that
it is possible to attain top marks, if the writing does not exceed 120 words.
It is important to assess what has been written – sometimes by exceeding
the word count the candidate’s control of the language deteriorates and
this has to be reflected in the mark awarded.

the candidate has been asked to address a topic with two aspects but
only addresses one of these?

In such a case the candidate is deemed to have not addressed the task
fully. The quality of the language should be assessed and the writing
should then be placed in the next category down, eg if the writing would
otherwise have been awarded 8, it should instead be awarded 6.

some parts of the writing fit into one category but others are in the next,
lower category?

If the better sections contain more sophisticated language, it may still be
appropriate to choose the higher marks. However, if the better sections
contain relatively basic constructions and attempts to use more
sophisticated language are unsuccessful, then it is most likely that the
writing is at the 6/4 interface and the Marking Criteria should be used to
help the marker come to a final decision.

the marker is having great difficulty in deciding whether the writing is
good enough to pass or not quite good enough to pass?

It is essential to consider carefully the accuracy of the verbs overall. If
more verbs are correct than wrong, then it is likely that the candidate
deserves to pass, unless there are many other inaccuracies in the writing.

[END OF MARKING INSTRUCTIONS]
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