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Part One: General Marking Principles for: Graphic Communication Advanced Higher
This information is provided to help you understand the general principles you must apply when
marking candidate responses to questions in this Paper. These principles must be read in
conjunction with the specific Marking Instructions for each question.
(a)

Marks for each candidate response must always be assigned in line with these
general marking principles and the specific Marking Instructions for the relevant
question. If a specific candidate response does not seem to be covered by either the
principles or detailed Marking Instructions, and you are uncertain how to assess it,
you must seek guidance from your Team Leader/Principal Assessor.

(b)

Marking should always be positive ie, marks should be awarded for what is correct
and not deducted for errors or omissions.

GENERAL MARKING ADVICE: Graphic Communication Advanced Higher
The marking schemes are written to assist in determining the “minimal acceptable answer” rather
than listing every possible correct and incorrect answer. The following notes are offered to support
Markers in making judgements on candidates’ evidence, and apply to marking both end of unit
assessments and course assessments.
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Part Two: Marking Instructions for each Question
Question

Expected Answer(s)

Max
Mark

1.

1 mark for identifying if each term is a
Principle or Element.

4

1 mark for a correct description of
each of the terms, so long as it
relates to how it is used with regard
to the leaflet.

4

No ½ marks

Total marks
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(8)
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Question

2.

a

Expected Answer(s)

Meanline
Baseline

Max
Mark

Design Elements

1 mark for each of the terms correctly
marked on the diagram.

2.

Additional Guidance

b

4

2

H H
Serif is a term for characters that have
a line crossing or tail between the two
free ends of the stroke.
Sans serif, sans means without, is a
typeface without serifs.
1 mark for both of the sketches and
1 mark for the explanation = 2 marks
No ½ marks

Total marks
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(6)

X-height
Descender

Question

Expected Answer(s)

3.

Term:

Handles

Description:

Are the circular or
square shapes that
surround an object
when it is selected or
active on the page.
These handles can be
dragged to reshape or
resize that object.

Term:

Widow

Description:

A word or line
belonging to a
preceding paragraph,
which is added to a
new page or column.

Term:

Justification

Description:

Text which has word
spacing added so that it
aligns to both edges of
columns or margins.

Term:

Orphan

Description:

A word, or line,
belonging to a following
paragraph left on its
own at the bottom of a
page or column.

3.

3.

3.

a

b

c

d

Max
Mark
1

1

1

1

1 mark for each of the descriptions

Total marks
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Question

4.

a

Expected Answer(s)

i

Max
Mark

Full explanation (revolution/sweep/
extrude along a path), with sketches
and references to the sizes for
2 marks.

2

Sketches plus explanation 1 mark

4.

a

ii

Full explanation (loft), with sketches
and reference to the sizes for
2 marks.

2

Sketches plus explanation 1 mark

4.

a

iii

Full explanation (shell), with sketches
and reference to the sizes for
2 marks.

2

Sketches plus explanation 1 mark

4.

b

i

Point

1

A point light radiates light in all
directions from its location. The
intensity of a point light diminishes
over distance according to its rate of
attenuation.
A point light is useful for simulating
light from a light bulb.
Used for general lighting effects.
Point lights are an alternative to
ambient light for providing fill in a
localised area.
PLUS SKETCH
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Question

4.

b

Expected Answer(s)

ii

Max
Mark

Spot

1

Spotlight originates from a single point
and spreads outwards in a coned
direction. A spotlight emits a
directional cone of light. The direction
of the light and the size of the cone
can be specified. Like that of point
lights, the intensity of spotlights
diminishes over distance.
Spotlights have hotspot and falloff
angles that together specify how light
diminishes along the edge of the
cone.
When light from a spotlight falls on a
surface, the area of maximum
illumination is surrounded by an area
of lesser intensity.

PLUS SKETCH

Total marks
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Question

5.

Expected Answer(s)

i

Max
Mark

File type
JPEG

2

Explanation
As it can be compressed to make
loading your internet pages quicker.
JPEG is best for photos when you
need to keep the file size small and
don’t mind giving up some quality for
a significant reduction in size. JPEG
is not suitable for images with text,
large blocks of colour, or simple
shapes, because crisp lines will blur
and colours can shift.
One mark for correct file type and
one mark for explanation.

5.

ii

File type
TIFF

2

Explanation
The TIFF (Tagged Image File Format)
format is a flexible format that
normally saves 8-bits or 16-bits per
colour (red, green and blue) for 24-bit
and 48-bit totals, respectively, usually
using either the TIFF or TIF filename
extension. TIFF’s flexibility can be
both an advantage and disadvantage,
since a reader that reads every type
of TIFF file does not exist. Some
digital cameras can save in TIFF
format, using the LZW compression
algorithm for lossless storage. TIFF
image format is not widely supported
by web browsers. TIFF remains
widely accepted as a photograph file
standard in the printing business.
TIFF can handle device specific
colour spaces, such as the CMYK
defined by a particular set of printing
press links. OCR (Optical Character
Recognition) software packages
commonly generate some (often
monochromatic) form of TIFF image
for scanned text page.
One mark for correct file type and
one mark for explanation.
Total marks
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Question

6.

a

Expected Answer(s)

i

Max
Mark

The Pantone Colour Matching System
is largely a standardised colour
reproduction system. By
standardising the colours, different
manufacturers in different locations
can all refer to the Pantone system to
make sure colours match without
direct contact with one another.

6.

a

ii

Company’s would use the system to
ensure that their corporate colours
would be reproduced exactly each
time they required them.

6.

b

i

In offset printing a spot colour is any
colour generated by an ink (pure or
mixed) that is printed using a single
run.
The widespread offset printing process
is composed of four spot colours:
Cyan, Magenta, Yellow and Key
(black) commonly referred to CMYK.
More advanced processes involve the
use of six spot colours (hexachromatic
process), which add Orange and
Green to the process (termed
CMYKOG). The two additional spot
colours are added to compensate for
the ineffective reproduction of faint
tints using CMYK colours only.
However, offset technicians around
the world use the term spot colour to
mean any colour generated by a nonstandard offset ink; such as metallic,
fluorescent, spot varnish or custom
hand mixed inks
Spot colours are those which cannot
be made using the usual CMYK set up
in normal printers and printing
presses/processes. These could
include fluorescent colours, gold, silver
etc.
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One mark for the explanation

One mark for example

2

One mark for the explanation

One mark for example

Question

6.

b

Expected Answer(s)

ii

Max
Mark

They would be used when a client
wanted to attract particular attention to
part of a printed document.
Generally the cost and potential for
problems for a print job increase as
one adds more spot colours, due to
the increased cost and complexity of
added process inks and films, and
requiring more runs per finished print.
However, because of the complicated
process, spot colours are effective at
preventing forgeries of money,
passports, bonds and other important
documents. Money printing for
example, uses secret formulae of spot
colours, some of which can be seen
by the naked eye and some that can
only be seen by using special lights or
applying certain chemicals.

Total marks
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Question 9 – Transition
a) True lengths
7 − 8 = 3, 6 − 5 = 2,
4−3=1

3

b) Perimeter
5

1

c) 13 points
13 = 7, 11 − 12 = 6, 9 − 10 = 5
7 − 8 = 4, 5 − 6 = 3, 3 − 4 = 2
1−2=1

7

d) Smooth curve

1
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Question 10 – Right Cone
Plan
a) Top curve
9−7=1

1

b) Base curve
9−7=1

1

c) Circular base

1

d) Lines Hidden
2 correct 1 mark

1

End Elevation

[END OF MARKING INSTRUCTIONS]
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e) Lines 5 − 7 for 1 mark

1

f) Top curve
1 mark for best fit curve

1

g) Bottom curve
9=28−6=1

2

h) Top curve
1 mark

1

i) Two lines

1

