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General marking principles for Higher Urdu Reading
This information is provided to help you understand the general principles you must apply
when marking candidate responses to questions in this paper. These principles must be read in
conjunction with the detailed marking instructions, which identify the key features required
in candidate responses.
(a) Marks for each candidate response must always be assigned in line with these general
marking principles and the detailed marking instructions for this assessment.
(b) Marking should always be positive. This means that, for each candidate response, marks are
accumulated for the demonstration of relevant skills, knowledge and understanding: they
are not deducted from a maximum on the basis of errors or omissions.
(c) If a specific candidate response does not seem to be covered by either the principles or
detailed marking instructions, and you are uncertain how to assess it, you must seek
guidance from your team leader.
(d) Award a mark to each answer. Marks are not transferable between questions.
(e) The marks available in this paper are as follows:
(i)

The first set of questions (worth 18 marks in total) requires candidates to provide
answers based on comprehension of information from the text. The marks available
for each question generally range between 1-3 marks.
(ii) The penultimate question is the overall purpose question. For this question
candidates must draw meaning from their overall understanding of the text. There
is a maximum of 2 marks available for reference to the text and detailed comment.
Pegged Marks (2/1/0) and associated commentary are available with further
guidance in the appropriate section of the marking instructions for Reading which
forms part of this document.
(iii) The last question is the translation. For this question candidates must translate the
underlined section of the text. The section for translation will be divided into five
sense units. For each sense unit, 2, 1 or 0 marks will be awarded: 2 marks for a full
translation, 1 for partial translation, and 0 for an unsuccessful attempt.
(f) We use the term ‘or any other acceptable answer’ to allow for the possible variation in
candidate responses. Credit should be given according to the accuracy and relevance of
candidate’s answers. Candidates may be awarded marks where the answer is accurate but
expressed in their own words.
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Detailed marking instructions for each question

Question

Expected answer(s)

1.





Max
mark

Inspired/impressed from documentary about Mr Edhi
Welfare work Mr Edhi did
Wanted to know more about Mr Edhi

2

(Any 2 from 3)
2.






2

Distribution of free food
Training/teaching/educating programme for
unemployed people
Arrange space/place/home for homeless people
Welfare work for women and children

(Any 2 from 4)
3.




1

Contacted the head office
He wrote/sent/e-mail (expression of interest)

(Any 1 from 2)
4.





2

Consult team to get opinion
Take care of the needs of worker
Kind to workers

(Any 2 from 3)
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Unacceptable answers

Question

Expected answer(s)

Max
mark

5.




Got to know the policy & planning of the organisation
Got to learn practical work of the organisation

2

6.





Devoted members/dedicated workers
Everyone was equal
Everyone was self-accountable

2

(Any 2 from 3)
7.






3

Doesn’t spend much money on adverts
Employees don’t have a big salary
Edhi collects donations himself while visiting
markets/shops
Donations from all over the world on Mr Edhi’s
call/request

(Any 3 from 4)
8.




Donations used directly on welfare work
People trust the organisation due to the services it
provides to society

2

9.




To get degree/education in social work
Open a charity organisation in his city

2
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Unacceptable answers

Question

Expected answer(s)

10.






Max
mark
2

Selfless service to humanity
Different projects
Social work in different areas
Helps with future plans

Additional guidance
A mark of 2, 1 or 0 will be awarded for this question.
Markers should follow this advice:
Marks
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Commentary

2

The candidate provides a clear answer, with
justification that shows an accurate reading
of the text. The answer clearly relates to the
advice given in the ‘Expected answer(s)’
column.

1

The candidate provides an answer that may
contain some degree of misreading, but that
offers evidence of some justification.

0

The candidate’s answer provides information
to be found in the text by simply re-stating
answers to previous questions.

Question

Expected response(s)

Max
mark

11.

Translate into English:

10

ںیمےناساکمےکرجتےبےسہیاھکیسہکاکایمیباحلصرکےنےکےئلآپوک
اےنپاکمےستبحموہیناچےئہاورآپےکادنردورسوںےکاسھتالھبیئاکجذہب
وہنااچےئہ۔
ہراناناکداینوکےنھجمساکاانپرطہقیوہناےہاوراناینہذردی کایااسیجذہبےہوجزدنیگ
ہ
ےکہرہبعشںیماکایمیبےلرکآناےہ۔یسکیھبتحصدنماعمرشےےک ر
فردیکذہمداریےہہکوہاناندوسوہاوراامتجیعافدئےےکاکومںںیماانپ
ہصحڈاےل۔دبعااتسلر کادیذیھیکتیصخشاسیکسےسرتہبنیاثملےہاور ُان
ےکاکومںیکوہجےساسریداینےکولوگںےناںیھنتہبزعتدی۔اساک
وبثتانرپےننبوایلیئک ک
داتسویریںیملفاوریٹویےکیئکرپورگامںیہ۔ولگ
ُانیکجذامتوکہشیمہ کنادرںیھکےگ۔
(Lines 40-49)
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Additional guidance
The translation into English is allocated 10 marks. The
text for translation will be divided into a number of sense
units. Each sense unit is worth 2 marks, which will be
awarded according to the quality and accuracy of the
translation into English. In assessing the candidate’s
performance, the descriptions detailed below will be
used. Each sense unit will be awarded one of the marks
shown.
2 – Good:
Essential information and relevant details are understood
and conveyed clearly and accurately, with appropriate
use of English.
1 – Satisfactory:
Essential information is understood and conveyed clearly
and comprehensibly, although some of the details may be
translated in an imprecise or inaccurate manner. The key
message is conveyed in spite of inaccuracies and
weaknesses in the use of English.
0 – Unsatisfactory:
The candidate fails to demonstrate sufficient
understanding of the essential information.

Question
11.

Text

ںیمےناساکمےکرجتےبےسہیاھکیسہک
اکایمیباحلصرکےنےکےئلآپوکاےنپاکم
ےستبحموہیناچےئہاورآپےکادنردورسوں

Good - 2

Satisfactory - 1

I have learnt from this
experience that you should
be passionate about your
work and you should also
have the urge to help
others.

وہناچےئہ۔
ےکاسھتالھبیئاکجذہب ا
وہن ےہاور
ہر انان اک داین وک ےنھجمس اک اانپ رطہقی ا
ہ
اناینہذردی کایااسیجذہبےہوجزدنیگےک ر
آنےہ۔
ہبعشںیماکایمیبےلرک ا
یسکیھب تحص دنم اعمرشےےک ہرفردیکذہم
داری ےہ ہک وہ انان دوس وہ اور اامتجیع
افدئےےکاکومںںیماانپہصحڈاےل۔

Every human has its own
way to perceive the world
and empathy is the way
which brings success in
every field of life.

It is the responsibility of
every member of a mature
society that he should be
philanthropic and
contribute for mutual
benefits.
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Unsatisfactory - 0

Question

Text

Good - 2

دبعااتسلر کادیذیھ یک تیصخش اس یک س ےس

The personality of Abdul
Sattar Edhi is the best
example and it’s because of
his contribution that people
of the whole world
appreciate him/well
regarded him.

رتہبنی اثمل ےہاور ُان ےک اکومں یک وہج ےس
اسری داین ےک ولوگں ےناںیھن تہب زعت
دی۔
ک
داتسویری ںیملف
اس اک وبثت ان رپ ےننب وایل یئک
اور یٹ وی ےک یئک رپورگام ںیہ ۔ ولگ ان یک
جذامتوکہشیمہ کنادرںیھکےگ۔

Satisfactory - 1

The proof is many
documentaries and TV
programs which are made
on him. People will recall
his services forever.

[END OF MARKING INSTRUCTIONS]
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Unsatisfactory - 0
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General marking principles for Higher Urdu Directed Writing
This information is provided to help you understand the general principles you must apply when
marking candidate responses to questions in this paper. These principles must be read in
conjunction with the detailed marking instructions, which identify the key features required in
candidate responses.
(a)

(b)
(c)
(d)

(e)
(f)
(g)

Candidates will write a piece of extended writing in Urdu addressing a scenario that has
four related bullet points. Candidates must address each bullet point. The first bullet point
contains two pieces of information to be addressed. The remaining three bullet points
contain one piece of information each. There is a choice of two scenarios and learners
must choose one of these.
Marks for each candidate response must always be assigned in line with these general
marking principles and the specific marking instructions for the Directed Writing scenario.
For each of the types of writing (Directed Writing or Writing) the marker should select the
pegged mark that most closely describes the candidate’s performance.
Marking should be holistic. There may be strengths and weaknesses in the piece of writing;
markers should focus as far as possible on the strengths, taking account of weaknesses only
where they significantly detract from the overall impression. Marks should be awarded for
the candidate’s demonstration of ability in the three main characteristics in writing:
(i)
content
(ii)
accuracy
(iii)
language resource – variety, range, structure
Markers can award the highest pegged mark for writing even if there are minor errors.
These should not detract from the overall impression.
Candidates may display ability across more than one pegged mark descriptor. Markers
should recognise the closeness of the pegged mark descriptors and consider carefully the
most appropriate overall pegged mark based on the candidate’s performance.
Markers must adhere to the following general marking principle in situations where the
candidate has not addressed one or more bullet points:
(i)
If a candidate has failed to address one of the bullet points, the maximum mark that
can be awarded is 6.
(ii) If a candidate has failed to address two of the bullet points, the maximum mark that
can be awarded is 4.
(iii) If a candidate has failed to address three or more of the bullet points, the maximum
mark that can be awarded is 0.
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the table below gives further guidance to markers If:
the candidate only addresses
one part of the introductory,
more predictable bullet point

In such a case the candidate is deemed to have not
addressed the bullet point and the maximum mark that can
be awarded is 6.

some bullet points fit into one
category but others are in the
next, lower category

It is important to look carefully at which bullet points are
better addressed.
If the better sections include the more predictable,
introductory bullet point, the marker is less likely to be
generous than if responses to unpredictable bullet points
are of a better quality. If there is a serious decline after
the initial bullet point, a lower mark must be awarded.
It is also important to consider the balance of the bullet
points. Sometimes a candidate writes twice as much about
the opening bullet point – or even about information that is
not covered by any of the bullet points – as for the three
remaining bullet points. In such cases, the lower mark
being considered should be awarded

the marker is having great
difficulty in deciding whether
the writing is good enough to
pass

It is essential to consider carefully the accuracy of the
verbs overall. If more verbs are correct than incorrect, it is
likely that the candidate deserves to pass, unless there are
many other inaccuracies in the writing

the Directed Writing, from the
point of view of content, looks
as if it belongs in a top
category, but contains some
possibly serious grammatical
errors as a result of using
relatively advanced structures
combined with a less than
confident knowledge of more
basic structures

This is a case where the candidate is more adventurous,
but less accurate. It is always important to assess what it is
the candidate can do, and thus highlight the positive.
However, in such cases, it is likely that the candidate will
be awarded 6.
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Detailed marking instructions – Directed Writing
Mark
10

Content



The content is comprehensive
All bullet points are addressed fully and
some candidates may also provide
additional relevant information

Language resource: variety, range,
structures

Accuracy







The language is accurate in all four
bullets. However, where the candidate
attempts to go beyond the range of the
task, a slightly higher number of
inaccuracies need not detract from the
overall very good impression
A comprehensive range of verbs is used
accurately and tenses are consistent
and accurate
There is evidence of confident handling
of all aspects of grammar and accurate
spelling, although the language may
contain a number of minor errors, or
even one serious error
Where the candidate attempts to go
beyond the range of the task, a slightly
higher number of inaccuracies need not
detract from the overall very good
impression
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The language used is detailed and
complex
There is good use of adjectives,
adverbs, prepositional phrases and,
where appropriate, word order
A comprehensive range of verbs/verb
forms, tenses and constructions is used
Some modal verbs and infinitives may
be used
The candidate is comfortable with the
first person of the verb and generally
uses a different verb in each sentence
Sentences are mainly complex and
accurate
The language flows well

Mark
8

Content




The content is clear
All bullet points are addressed clearly
The response to one bullet point may
be thin, although other bullet points
are dealt with in some detail

Language resource: variety, range,
structures

Accuracy






The language is mostly accurate
Where the candidate attempts to use
detailed and complex language, this
may be less successful, although basic
structures are used accurately
A range of verbs is used accurately and
tenses are generally consistent and
accurate
There may be a few errors in spelling,
adjective endings and, where relevant,
case endings. Use of accents is less
secure, where relevant
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The language used is detailed and
complex
In one bullet point the language may be
more basic than might otherwise be
expected at this level
The candidate uses a range of
verbs/verb forms and other
constructions
There may be less variety in the verbs
used
The candidate is comfortable with the
first person of the verb and generally
uses a different verb in each sentence
Sentences are generally complex and
mainly accurate
Overall the writing will be very
competent, essentially correct, but may
be pedestrian

Mark
6

Content



The content is adequate and may be
similar to that of an 8
Bullet points may be addressed
adequately, however one of the bullet
points may not be addressed.

Language resource: variety, range,
structures

Accuracy








The language may be mostly accurate in
two or three bullet points. However, in
the remaining one or two, control of
the language structure may deteriorate
significantly
The verbs are generally correct, but
basic
Tenses may be inconsistent, with
present tenses being used at times
instead of past tenses
There may be errors in spelling,
adjective endings and some
prepositions may be inaccurate or
omitted. There are quite a few errors in
other parts of speech – personal
pronouns, gender of nouns, adjective
endings, cases (where relevant),
singular/plural confusion – and in the
use of accents (where relevant)
Overall, there is more correct than
incorrect and there is the impression
that the candidate can handle tenses.
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There are some examples of detailed
and complex language
The language is perhaps repetitive and
uses a limited range of verbs and fixed
phrases not appropriate to this level
The candidate relies on a limited range
of vocabulary and structures
There is minimal use of adjectives,
probably mainly after ― ‘is’
The candidate has a limited knowledge
of plurals
A limited range of verbs is used to
address some of the bullet points
The candidate copes with the past
tense of some verbs
When using the perfect tense, the past
participle is incorrect or the auxiliary
verb is omitted on occasion
Sentences are mainly single clause and
may be brief.

Mark
4

Content



The content may be limited and the
Directed Writing may be presented as a
single paragraph
Bullet points may be addressed in a
limited way

OR


Two of the bullet points are not
addressed

Accuracy










The language is mainly inaccurate and
after the first bullet the control of the
language structure may deteriorate
significantly
A limited range of verbs is used
Ability to form tenses is inconsistent
In the use of the perfect tense the
auxiliary verb is omitted on a number of
occasions
There may be confusion between the
singular and plural form of verbs
There are errors in many other parts of
speech – gender of nouns, cases,
singular/plural confusion – and in
spelling and, where appropriate, word
order
Several errors are serious, perhaps
showing mother tongue interference
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Language resource: variety, range,
structures









There is limited use of detailed and
complex language
The language is repetitive, with undue
reliance on fixed phrases and a limited
range of common basic verbs such as to
be, to have, to play, to watch
The candidate mainly copes only with
simple language
The verbs ‘was’ and ‘went’ may also be
used correctly
Sentences are basic and there may be
one sentence that is not intelligible to a
sympathetic native speaker
An English word may appear in the
writing or a word may be omitted
There may be an example of serious
dictionary misuse

Mark
2

Content



The content may be basic or similar to
that of a 4 or even a 6
Bullet points are addressed with
difficulty

Accuracy




0




The content is very basic
The candidate is unable to address the
bullet points

OR


Three or more of the bullet points are
not addressed






Language resource: variety, range,
structures

The language is inaccurate in all four
bullets and there is little control of
language structure
Many of the verbs are incorrect or even
omitted. There is little evidence of
tense control
There are many errors in other parts of
speech — personal pronouns, gender of
nouns, cases, singular/plural confusion,
prepositions, for instance.



The language is seriously inaccurate in
all four bullets and there is almost no
control of language structure
Most errors are serious
Virtually nothing is correct
Very little is intelligible to a
sympathetic native speaker














[END OF MARKING INSTRUCTIONS]
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There is little use, if any, of detailed
and complex language
Verbs used more than once may be
written differently on each occasion
The candidate displays almost no
knowledge of the past tense of verbs
The candidate cannot cope with more
than one or two basic verbs
Sentences are very short and some
sentences may not be understood by a
sympathetic native speaker.
There is no evidence of detailed and
complex language
The candidate may only cope with the
verbs to have and to be
There may be several examples of
mother tongue interference
English words are used
Very few words are written correctly in
the modern language
There may be several examples of
serious dictionary misuse
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General marking principles for Higher Urdu Listening
This information is provided to help you understand the general principles you must apply when
marking candidate responses to questions in this paper. These principles must be read in
conjunction with the detailed marking instructions, which identify the key features required in
candidate responses.
(a)

Marks for each candidate response must always be assigned in line with these general
marking principles and the detailed marking instructions for this assessment.

(b)

Marking should always be positive. This means that, for each candidate response, marks
are accumulated for the demonstration of relevant skills, knowledge and understanding:
they are not deducted from a maximum on the basis of errors or omissions.

(c)

If a specific candidate response does not seem to be covered by either the principles or
detailed marking instructions, and you are uncertain how to assess it, you must seek
guidance from your team leader.

(d)

Award a mark to each answer. Marks are not transferable between questions and the
answers for each question must come from the item.

(e)

The marking instructions indicate the essential idea that a candidate should provide for
each answer. We use the term ‘or any other acceptable answer’ to allow for the possible
variation in candidate responses. Credit should be given according to the accuracy and
relevance of candidate’s answers. Candidates may be awarded marks where the answer is
accurate but expressed in their own words.
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Detailed marking instructions for each question - Listening
Item 1
Question

Expected response(s)

1.



They depend on local resources

1




It has special ingredients
This is called Kashmiri tea

1

(a)
(b)

(i)

Max
mark

(Any 1 from 2)
(ii) 




2

It was very light in weight
Very warm in quality
The wool is rarely available
Therefore it’s expensive

(Any 2 from 4)
(c)



He wanted to take pictures and write/report for his
newspaper

1

(d)






The ground was in a poor condition/it was not clean
There was no proper seating for spectators/people
There was no support from the authorities
Players made arrangements themselves

2

(Any 2 from 4)
(e)




1

The locals welcome tourists warmly
People still keep their traditions alive

(Any 1 from 2)
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Additional guidance

Item 2
Question

Expected response(s)

2.





(a)

Max
mark
2

She likes to watch films on social issues/problems
Importance of family life
Films about cultures of different countries

(Any 2 from 3)
(b)







This film is fiction/this is not a real life story/story has
been just made up
Role of media to promote a country’s culture
Film showed real problems in an unusual way
The film also showed that how different journalists
showcase the same story in different ways
The film showed that sometimes media try to put
something on air for the sake of profits

4

(Any 4 from 5)
(c)





Emphasis/focus on similarities in cultures
Not focus on differences
It’s interesting to show how customs/traditions change
over time

2

(Any 2 from 3)
(d)




(e)




You see people wearing traditional outfits in public
places and nobody minds
People take part happily in each other’s festivals

2

People will lose their identity without realising it
She is worried that there will be only one world
culture

2
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Additional guidance

General marking principles for Higher Urdu Writing
This information is provided to help you understand the general principles you must apply
when marking candidate responses to questions in this paper. These principles must be
read in conjunction with the detailed marking instructions, which identify the key
features required in candidate responses.
(a) Candidates will write 120-150 words in a piece of extended writing in Urdu addressing
a stimulus of three questions in Urdu.
(b) Marks for each candidate response must always be assigned in line with these general
marking principles and the specific marking instructions for the writing task.
(c) For each of the sections for writing (Directed Writing or Writing), the marker should
select the pegged mark that most closely describes the candidate’s performance.
(d) Marking should be holistic. There may be strengths and weaknesses in the piece of
writing; markers should focus as far as possible on the strengths, taking account of
weaknesses only where they significantly detract from the overall impression. Marks
should be awarded for the candidate’s demonstration of ability in the three main
characteristics in writing:
(i)
Content
(ii) Accuracy
(iii) Language resource – variety, range, structure
(e) Markers can award the highest pegged mark for writing even if there are minor errors.
These should not detract from the overall impression.
(f) Candidates may display ability across more than one pegged mark descriptor. Markers
should recognise the closeness of the pegged mark descriptors and consider carefully
the most appropriate overall pegged mark based on the candidate’s performance.
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The table below gives further guidance to markers. If:
the candidate exceeds the
recommended word count

This in itself need not be important, although it is important
to be clear that it is possible to attain top marks, if the
writing does not exceed 120 words. It is important to assess
what has been written – sometimes by exceeding the word
count the candidate’s control of the language deteriorates
and this has to be reflected in the mark awarded.

some parts of the writing fit
into one category but others
are in the next, lower category

If the better sections contain more sophisticated language, it
may still be appropriate to choose the higher mark. However,
if the better sections contain relatively basic constructions
and attempts to use more sophisticated language are
unsuccessful, then it is most likely that the writing is at the
6/4 interface and the marking instructions should be used to
help the marker come to a final decision.

the marker is having great
difficulty in deciding whether
the writing is good enough to
pass or not quite good enough
to pass

It is essential to consider carefully the accuracy of the verbs
overall. If more verbs are correct than wrong, then it is likely
that the candidate deserves to pass, unless there are many
other inaccuracies in the writing.
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Mark
10

Content





The content is comprehensive.
The topic is addressed fully, in a
balanced way.
Some candidates may also provide
additional information.
Overall this comes over as a competent,
well thought-out response to the task
which reads naturally.

Language resource: variety, range,
structures

Accuracy





The language is accurate. However
where the candidate attempts to go
beyond the range of the task, a slightly
higher number of inaccuracies need not
detract from the overall very good
impression.
A comprehensive range of verbs is used
accurately and tenses are consistent and
accurate.
There is evidence of confident handling
of all aspects of grammar and spelling
accurately, although the language may
contain a number of minor errors, or
even one serious major error.
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The language used is detailed and
complex.
There is good use of adjectives, adverbs,
prepositional phrases and, where
appropriate, word order.
A comprehensive range of verbs/verb
forms, tenses and constructions is used.
Some modal verbs and infinitives may be
used.
The candidate is comfortable with the
first person of the verb and generally
uses a different verb in each sentence.
The candidate uses co-ordinating
conjunctions and subordinate clauses
throughout the writing.
Sentences are mainly complex and
accurate.
The language flows well.

Mark
8

Content



The content is clear.
The topic is addressed clearly.

Language resource: variety, range,
structures

Accuracy







The language is mostly accurate.
However where the candidate attempts
to use detailed and complex language,
this may be less successful, although
basic structures are used accurately.
A range of verbs is used accurately and
tenses are generally consistent and
accurate.
There may be a few errors in spelling,
adjective endings and, where relevant,
case endings. Use of accents is less
secure.
Verbs and other parts of speech are
used accurately but simply.
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The language used is detailed and
complex.
The candidate uses a range of verbs/verb
forms and other constructions.
There may be less variety in the verbs
used.
The candidate is comfortable with the
first person of the verb and generally
uses a different verb in each sentence.
Most of the more complex sentences use
co-ordinating conjunctions, and there
may also be examples of subordinating
conjunctions where appropriate.
Sentences are generally complex and
mainly accurate.
At times the language may be more basic
than might otherwise be expected at this
level.
There may be an example of minor
dictionary misuse.
Overall the writing will be very
competent, essentially correct, but may
be pedestrian.

Mark
6

Content



The content is adequate and may be
similar to that of an 8 or a 10.
The topic is addressed adequately.

Language resource: variety, range,
structures

Accuracy








The language may be mostly accurate.
However, in places, control of the
language structure may deteriorate
significantly.
The verbs are generally correct, but
basic. Tenses may be inconsistent, with
present tenses being used at times
instead of past tenses.
There may be errors in spelling, eg
reversal of vowel combinations adjective
endings and some prepositions may be
inaccurate or omitted, eg I went the
town. There are quite a few errors in
other parts of speech – personal
pronouns, gender of nouns, adjective
endings, cases, singular/plural confusion
– and in the use of accents.
Overall, there is more correct than
incorrect and there is the impression
that the candidate can handle tenses.
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There are some examples of detailed
and complex language.
The language is perhaps repetitive and
uses a limited range of verbs and fixed
phrases not appropriate to this level.
The candidate relies on a limited range
of vocabulary and structures.
There is minimal use of adjectives,
probably mainly after ‘is’.
The candidate has a limited knowledge
of plurals.
The candidate copes with the present
tense of most verbs.
Where the candidate attempts
constructions with modal verbs, these
are not always successful.
Sentences are mainly single clause and
may be brief.
There may be some dictionary misuse.

Mark
4

Content



The content may be limited and may be
presented as a single paragraph.
The topic is addressed in a limited way.

Language resource: variety, range,
structures

Accuracy











The language used to address the more
predictable aspects of the task may be
accurate. However, major errors occur
when the candidate attempts to address
a less predictable aspect.
A limited range of verbs is used.
Ability to form tenses is inconsistent.
In the use of the perfect tense the
auxiliary verb is omitted on a number of
occasions.
There may be confusion between the
singular and plural form of verbs.
There are errors in many other parts of
speech – gender of nouns, cases,
singular/plural confusion – and in
spelling and, where appropriate, word
order.
Several errors are serious, perhaps
showing mother tongue interference.
Overall there is more incorrect than
correct.
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There is limited use of detailed and
complex language and the language is
mainly simple and predictable.
The language is repetitive, with undue
reliance on fixed phrases and a limited
range of common basic verbs such as to
be, to have, to play, to watch.
There is inconsistency in the use of
various expressions, especially verbs.
Sentences are basic and there may be
one sentence that is not intelligible to a
sympathetic native speaker.
An English word may appear in the
writing or a word may be omitted.
There may be an example of serious
dictionary misuse.

Mark
2

Content



The content may be basic or similar to
that of a 4 or even a 6.
The topic is thinly addressed.

Language resource: variety, range,
structures

Accuracy






The language is almost completely
inaccurate throughout the writing and
there is little control of language
structure.
Many of the verbs are incorrect or even
omitted. There is little evidence of
tense control.
There are many errors in other parts of
speech — personal pronouns, gender of
nouns, cases, singular/plural confusion.
Prepositions are not used correctly.









0




The content is very basic.
The candidate is unable to address the
topic.






The language is seriously inaccurate
throughout the writing and there is
almost no control of language structure.
(Virtually) nothing is correct.
Most of the errors are serious.
Very little is intelligible to a
sympathetic native speaker.








[END OF MARKING INSTRUCTIONS]
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There is little use, if any, of detailed and
complex language.
The candidate has a very limited
vocabulary.
Verbs used more than once may be
written differently on each occasion.
The candidate cannot cope with more
than one or two basic verbs.
Sentences are very short and some
sentences may not be understood by a
sympathetic native speaker.
Several English or ‘made-up’ words may
appear in the writing.
There are examples of serious dictionary
misuse.
There is no evidence of detailed and
complex language.
The candidate copes only with ‘have’ and
‘am’.
There may be several examples of
mother tongue interference.
Very few words are written correctly in
the modern language.
English words are used.
There may be several examples of serious
dictionary misuse.

