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General marking principles for Higher Fashion and Textile Technology 

Always apply these general principles. Use them in conjunction with the specific marking 
instructions, which identify the key features required in candidates’ responses. 
 
(a) Always use positive marking. This means candidates accumulate marks for the demonstration of 

relevant skills, knowledge and understanding; marks are not deducted for errors or omissions. 
  
(b) If a candidate response does not seem to be covered by either the principles or specific marking 

instructions, and you are uncertain how to assess it, you must seek guidance from your team 
leader. 

  
(c) Award marks only where points relate to the question asked. Where candidates give points of 

knowledge without specifying the context, award marks unless it is clear that they do not relate 
to the context of the question. 

  
(d) The following command words are used in the question paper: 

A  Identify 
B  Select 
C  Describe 
D  Explain 
E  Discuss 
F  Evaluate 
G  Analyse. 

For each command used, the following provides an example of applying the marking principles.  

For identify questions, candidates must list a number of relevant items or facts. These must 
relate to the context of the question and do not need to be in any particular order. 

Up to the total mark allocation for this question: 

• award 1 mark for each accurate relevant point of knowledge linked to the context of the 
question. 

Example question: Identify two features of smart fabrics that would be desirable in textiles to 
be used for a hillwalking jacket. 

Example answer: Breathability. 
(1 mark for correct identification of a feature of a performance fabric to be used for a 
hillwalking jacket.) 

For select questions, candidates must identify a number of relevant items or facts from a given 
source. These must relate to the context of the question and do not need to be in any particular 
order. 

Up to the total mark allocation for this question: 

• award 1 mark for each accurate item or fact identified from the given source(s), linked to 
the context of the question. 
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 Example question: Select three key features from the images shown. 

 
  
 Example answer:  

Key feature: Triangle shapes, from the roof of the bandstand, the roof of the birdcage and on 
the parasols — triangle shapes could be used to form the sections of a panelled skirt to 
mimic/represent the shape of the roof for the Spring fashion collection.  
(1 mark for accurate relevant point showing the impact on fashion design)  

DESCRIBE questions, candidates must define or give an account of points which must relate to 
the question. They do not need to be in any particular order. Candidates may provide a number 
of straightforward points or a smaller number of developed points, or a combination of these. 

Up to the total mark allocation for this question: 

• award 1 mark for each accurate relevant point of knowledge linked to the context of the 
question. 

 

Example question: Describe two benefits to consumers of including fabric content information 
on the fashion/textile item label. 

Example answer: Details of the fibre content might give an indication of how hardwearing the 
fabric is likely to be. (1 mark for correct description of one use of fabric content information). 

EXPLAIN questions, candidates must make the relationship between points clear, for example 
by giving accurate relevant points, showing connections between these and the context of the 
question. Candidates may provide a number of straightforward explanations or a smaller number 
of developed explanations, or a combination of these. 

Up to the total mark allocation for this question: 

• award 1 mark for each accurate relevant point. 

Example question: Explain the importance of each of the symbols on the pattern piece shown. 

Example answer: Place on the straight grain symbol — the arrow should be placed parallel to 
the selvedge, so this will ensure that the item hangs correctly. (1 mark for accurate relevant 
point linked to the symbols on the pattern piece). 
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 For discuss questions, candidates must make the relationship between things clear, for example 
by giving accurate relevant comments showing connections between these and the subsequent 
potential impact related to the context of the question. 

• award 1 mark for each accurate relevant point linked to the context of the question. 

Example question: Discuss the ways these images can influence a Spring fashion collection. 

Example answer: Key feature: Triangle shapes, from the roof of the bandstand, the roof of the 
birdcage and on the parasols — triangle shapes used to form the sections of a panelled skirt 
which will create a structured appearance adding interest to the overall design of the skirt. 
(1 mark for accurate relevant point showing the impact on fashion design.) 

For evaluate questions, candidates must make a number of evaluative comments which make a 
judgement based on the information provided, related to the context of the question. 

Up to the mark allocation for this question: 

• award 1 mark for each relevant evaluative comment linked to the context of the question. 

Example question: Evaluate the suitability of using a knitted fabric for a school sweatshirt. 

Example answer: Knitted fabrics have stretch which is good as the sweatshirt will be 
comfortable to wear for a whole school day. (1 mark for evaluative comment linked to the 
requirements for a school sweatshirt). 

For analyse questions, candidates must make a number of comments related to the context of 
the question. Candidates should identify appropriate pieces of information, the relationship 
between the identified information and their significance when taken together. 

Up to the mark allocation for this question: 

• award 1 mark for each relevant point of analysis linked to the context of the question. 

Example question: Analyse the impact of the properties and characteristics of the textiles and 
the construction techniques used in the design of this hillwalking jacket. 

Example answer for construction technique: taped seams. 

Example impact on the item: this is a suitable seam finish for the jacket as it will prevent 
water passing through to the inside of the jacket, so keeping the wearer dry. (1 mark for an 
appropriate explanation of a correctly identified construction technique, linked to the 
requirements for a hillwalking jacket). 
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Marking instructions for each question 
 
Section 1 
 

Question Expected response 
Max 
mark 

Additional guidance 

1. (a)  Potential key features from the image(s) could include:  
 
Colour palette: 

• blue — mug 

• brown — biscuits, acorns, branches, trees, cabin, brick, wood 
panelling 

• red — berries, leaves, shop front, presents 

• orange — leaves, fairy lights, streetlamp 

• green — leaves, trees 

• yellow — bird, star 

• white — cream, snow, bird 

• black — bird, night sky, drainpipes. 

Shapes/patterns:  

• curves/circles — mug, berries, fairy lights 

• lines/stripes — cabin, bird, porch, wood panelling 

• triangles/points — bird beak, icicles, trees 

• rectangles/squares — wood panels, shop windows, gifts 

• scallops — biscuits, leaves, snowflakes, bows. 

Textures: 

• fluffy/soft — snow, feathers, cream 

• jagged — tree branches, icicles, beak 

• rough — biscuits, acorns, wood 

• smooth — berries, mug, leaves, ribbon, gifts. 
 

Nature:  
• berries, trees, acorns, snow, moss, bird. 

10 From the images provided, candidates must consider a 
range of key features that impact on fashion design 
and discuss how each could develop into aspects of 
the design for the fashion items in the Winter 
collection.  
 
Selection of key features (up to 3 marks). 
 
Award 1 mark for identification of an appropriate key 
feature from the source.  
 
Discussion of identified key features (up to 7 marks). 
 
Award 1 mark for each response that demonstrates 
how a source of inspiration (correctly identified from 
the images) could inspire fashion items designed for 
this collection. 
 
Award marks if:  

• a clear link to possible inspiration from the images 
is demonstrated 

• a clear link to the way the specified design feature 
is applied in an item suitable for this collection 

• the design feature identified can be clearly 
visualised 

• an expansion of the response making a link to the 
impact of the design feature. 

  



 page 06  
 

Question Expected response 
Max 
mark 

Additional guidance 

   Possible design features for fashion items for this collection could 
include: 

• style features: for example, shape, sleeve type, style, 
fastenings, pockets, collar applied to a given fashion/textile 
item 

• fabric used: for example, colour, pattern, fibre content, method 
of fabric construction, weight, characteristics 

• embellishment: for example, construction details, surface 
decoration techniques. 

 
Possible link of key features identified from the images on the 
fashion items designed for a Winter collection could include: 
 
Colour palette:  

• use of blue, brown, red, orange, green, yellow, white, or black 
coloured fabrics, for example, as the main colour for tops, skirts, 
jackets, dresses, shirts, shorts 

• use of blue, brown, red, orange, green, yellow, white, or black 
coloured fabrics, for example, in stripes/polka dots/floral prints  

• contrast colours, for example, contrast green cuffs/collar on a 
white shirt/contrast topstitching on a top. 

• colour block/contrast trims or buttons on an item  

• use of snow background or tree images on clothing 

• use of blue, brown, red, orange, green, yellow, white, or black 
embellishments, for example, green beads, yellow embroidery, 
or a bird applique design. 

 The design features should link back to the images and 
be expanded to reference the impact on the 
item/design feature identified.  
 
 
 
 
See example responses for colour:  
 
COLOUR:  
The white colour from the snow could inspire the 
designer to make a red jumper with large white pearl 
beads on the sleeves. The colour of the beads 
resembles the bright white of the snow and gives the 
jumper an added embellishment for the Winter 
collection which also gives it an aesthetic appeal. 
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Question Expected response 
Max 
mark 

Additional guidance 

   Shapes/patterns:  

• curves/circles 

− tops and long dresses with loose curved lines that flow and 
are loose fitting  

− scalloped neckline/hem on tops/skirts/dresses 

− use of bell sleeves, balloon skirt/dresses 

− polka dots  

− motifs  

− circle shaped skirt, cape, sleeve, collar shape. 

− use of circle shape for base of a bag  

− use of sequins/pearls on an item as an embellishment. 

• lines/stripes 

− trim/braid/piping/binding 

− striped print on fabric/fringing 

− parallel rows of topstitching/embroidery. 

• triangles/points 

− use of handkerchief points at hem of long 
skirt/top/sleeve/collar 

− panelled long skirt (godets)  

− triangle shaped flap fastening on bag 

− patch pocket with triangle shaped edge.  

• rectangles 

− jetted pocket on a jacket 

− rectangular patch pocket on a long–sleeved t–shirt.  
 

• scallops 
− use of a scalloped neckline on a long-sleeved dress 

− use of a scalloped hem or edge on a cardigan. 

 See example responses for shape: 
 
SHAPES/PATTERN: 
The curve from the mug handle could inspire the 
designer to make a cardigan with exaggerated puff 
sleeves made in a knitted fabric for the 
Autumn/Winter collection. The puff sleeves will 
create volume in the cardigan and have a similar 
shape to the mug which will provide an eye-catching 
feature. 
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Question Expected response 
Max 
mark 

Additional guidance 

   Texture:  

• fluffy/soft 

− use of faux fur trimmings on items/bags 

− use of pompoms on items, eg bags,hats 

− use of soft fabrics on items 

− use of wool to make items, eg 
dresses/skirts/jumpers/cardigans/jackets/tops 

− use of knitted fabrics to make items like dresses/jackets. 

• jagged 

− use of pointed collar edges 

− handkerchief wraps around skirts. 

• rough 

− use of rough textured fabrics for items like a linen blazer  

− use of textured trimmings, eg fringing as decoration on 
tops/dresses/jackets/bags 

− use of trimmings and decorations that are textured, eg 
multiple sequins or glitter fabric patch pockets. 

• smooth 

− use of smooth textured fabrics for items like silk or satin  

− use of smooth beads on embellishments 

− glossy/shiny fabric to represent the ribbon. 
 
Nature:  

• berries  

− use of red fabrics/trimmings 

− small, red sequin/bead embellishments on clothing 

− curved/shaped neckline on clothing. 
• trees 

− use of brown fabrics/trimmings  

− use of branch design on clothing, eg embroidery/applique 

− use of textured fabric or embroidered fabric  

− Use of the tree point for pointy shoes/boots / v necks. 

 See example responses for texture: 
  
The fluffy texture of the feathers on the bird could 
inspire the designer to make a faux fur jacket for the 
Autumn/Winter collection. The jacket would be soft 
and fluffy which resembles the touch and appearance 
of the bird. The fabric would be comfortable, soft, and 
warm to wear in the colder climate of Autumn/Winter. 
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Question Expected response 
Max 
mark 

Additional guidance 

   • bird  

− appliqued shapes of the bird on an item  

− use of piping on an item of clothing to give a striped 
appearance like the bird body  

− use of a stripe printed on a fabric 

− row of topstitching in black and yellow 

− use of faux fur fabrics used as trims on an item  

− image of the bird printed on the fabric 

− Use for pom poms. 
 

• acorns 

− appliqued/embroidered shapes of acorns on an item 

− sequins used on garments to add texture 
− Layered effect shape 

 

• moss 

− use of yellow fabrics/trimmings 

− use of pile/brushed fabrics to look like the texture of the 
moss 

− use of faux fur trims/pompoms on garments. 
 

• snow 

− appliqued/embroidered shapes of snowdrops on an item 

− use of snowdrop printed fabrics for a garment 

− faux fur on an item to represent the fluffiness and softness of 
the snow. 

Or any other valid response.  

The above points demonstrate how the design features could be 
applied to a textile item however the expansion of the impact 
is not stated in these responses as they will be subjective to the 
candidate’s own interpretation.  

Answers should be discussed to fully link back to the images and 
be expanded to demonstrate the impact on the item/design 
feature identified. 
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Question Expected response 
Max 
mark 

Additional guidance 

 (b)  Candidate responses could include: 

• textiles which can be washed at low temperatures can be used 
so that the collection helps to save energy/be more 
environmentally friendly 

• textiles that do not need to be tumble dried can be used so that 
the collection helps to save energy/be more environmentally 
friendly 

• textiles that require no ironing can be used so that the collection 
will save energy/be more environmentally friendly 

• upcycled textiles/components can be used as these contribute to 
the recycling/circular economy of textile waste when making the 
collection 

• textiles can be made of biodegradable fabrics as they are eco-
friendly for the collection 

• synthetic fibres can be avoided when making the collection as 
these are less environmentally friendly 

• textiles which are dyed with natural dyes may be used for the 
collection as these are more environmentally friendly 

• the avoidance of leather, suede or fur fabrics from animals when 
making the collection would take a sustainable approach to 
animal welfare 

• organic/fair trade/recycled textiles can be used for the 
collection as these are seen to be more ethical/better for the 
environment 

• textiles can be used which are produced locally/in Scotland to 
help cut transportation emissions therefore will be more 
environmentally friendly when making the collection 

• economical lay plans can be used when producing the collection 
to prevent fabric waste/take a sustainable approach 

• the quantity of water used in the manufacturing of fabrics for 
the collection can be reduced to be more environmentally 
friendly. 

2 Candidates must explain ways the fashion brand could 
make the collection more sustainable. 
  
Award 1 mark for an accurate explanation that shows 
a link between 

• a sustainable way used by the fashion brand 
    and 
• the impact of this for the fashion brand or 

collection. 
  
Up to a maximum of 2 marks. 
  
Do not award marks for general explanations of 
sustainable ways. 
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Question Expected response 
Max 
mark 

Additional guidance 

   • fairtrade cotton can be purchased for the collection as this 
fabric would ensure workers are paid a fair wage and have good 
working conditions 

• organic cotton for the collection is better for the environment as 
no chemicals, artificial fertilisers or pesticides are used when 
growing cotton plants.  

 
Or any other valid response. 
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Question Expected response 
Max 
mark 

Additional guidance 

 (c)  Responses could include: 

• suitable as influencers are in the public eye so followers are 
more likely to buy the range as they will want to emulate the 
influencers high-street style 

• suitable as the influencer may have a large audience, so 
information about the range will reach many 
customers/increases profits 

• suitable as consumers who wear high-street styles will see a 
popular influencer promoting the collection so they will think 
the range is trendy and will be more likely to buy it  

• suitable as the influencer can be given a sample product to try 
out and wear/be photographed in so saves the designer paying 
for additional models/photography/photoshoots 

• suitable as followers of the influencer may receive 
images/notification from social media of the influencer 
promoting the range, so may be more likely to buy/increase 
profits/popularity of the brand 

• suitable as influencers receive more coverage in the press so 
consumers will see this which will help to increase brand 
awareness 

• less suitable as the influencer may get negative publicity, which 
may put consumers off buying items and could have a negative 
influence on the range  

• less suitable as an influencer may be costly for the company to 
use in their campaign therefore would decrease overall 
profits/increase price of the high- street range. 

Or any other valid response. 

3 Candidates may provide a number of straightforward 
evaluations or a smaller number of developed 
evaluations, or a combination of these.  
 
Candidates must make evaluative comments on the 
suitability of the use of an influencer to promote the 
range.  

• award 1 mark for each relevant evaluative 
comment linked to the context of the question 

• award a further mark for any evaluation that is 
developed  

 
Candidates may gain credit in a number of ways up to 
a maximum of 3 marks: 

• award a maximum of 3 marks for valid evaluative 
comments relating to the identified aspects of an 
influencer to be used to promote the range 

• award a maximum of 2 marks for developed 
evaluations relating to the same identified aspect 
of a fashion influencer used to promote the range. 
 

Award marks for each response that: 

• identifies a relevant statement about fashion 
influencers 

• includes an appropriate judgement about the 
identified statement 

• is specifically linked to the requirements for the 
range. 

 
Do not award marks for general comments about 
influencers. 
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Section 2 

 

Question Expected response 
Max 
mark 

Additional guidance 

2.   Your analysis should include reference to:  

• a minimum of four properties and characteristics of the textile 

• a minimum of four construction techniques used in the 
manufacture of the jumpsuit. 

Properties and characteristics of the fabrics used:  
95% cotton. (Denim) 5% Elastane 

Candidate responses could include:  

Properties and characteristics of cotton. 

Property: Strength (Excellent/Very Good) 

                Durability  (Good) 

Explanation Impact 

• durable/withstand wear 
and tear 

• withstand frequent 
washing 

• withstand agitation 

• withstand washing 
machine 

• will not rip easily. 

• suitable as the jumpsuit will be 
worn on stage so will remain 
smart  

• suitable as the singer’s costume 
may need to be washed after 
performing for hygiene reasons 

• suitable as jumpsuit may be 
worn during an energetic 
performance so will withstand 
wear and tear well 

• suitable as may not need to be 
replaced often, so will be cost 
effective for the singer if they 
are touring 

• suitable as fabric is unlikely to 
shrink, so the jumpsuit will fit 
properly after laundering 

 
 

10 Candidates must analyse the impact of:  

• at least four properties and characteristics of the 
textiles used 

• at least four textile construction techniques used to 
make the design. 

 
Award 1 mark for each relevant point of analysis 
linked to the context of the question.  
 
Features of each analysis would include: 

• Identify the property of the fabric/construction 
technique used in the jumpsuit. 

• An explanation of how the textile property/ 
construction technique is used in the jumpsuit. 

• The impact this will have on the wearer/activity. 
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Explanation Impact 

 • suitable as colours are unlikely 
to fade therefore keeping the 
jumpsuit looking fresh. 

 

Property: Crease resistance (Poor/Low) 

Explanation Impact 

• creases easily 

• does not shed creases 
readily 

• less suitable as the jumpsuit will 
not look smart on stage 

• less suitable as requires more 
time ironing by the costume 
team to maintain appearance. 

 

Property: Absorbency (Excellent /Very good) 

Explanation Impact 

• highly absorbent 

• soaks up moisture  

• suitable as will absorb moisture 
from the body, so will be more 
comfortable for the singer to 
wear on stage 

• suitable as dye will not fade 
when washed, so the colour of 
the jumpsuit remains smart 

• less suitable as it will take 
longer to dry and may be 
required in a rush by the singer 
for the next show. 
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Question Expected response 
Max 
mark 

Additional guidance 

   Property:  Elasticity (Low/poor) 

Explanation Impact 

• does not stretch • suitable as the jumpsuit will 
retain its shape well, so 
maintain a smart appearance 

• less suitable as there will be no 
‘give’ in the fabric, so the 
jumpsuit may be less 
comfortable to wear. 

 

Property: Warmth (Low) 

                Breathable (Excellent/Very good) 

Explanation Impact 

• breathable • suitable as the singer will 
remain more comfortable as 
they will be less likely to 
become overheated. 

Explanation Impact 

Flame resistance (Poor)  Less suitable as this puts the singer 
in danger. (Fireworks on stage) 

Or any other valid response. 
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Question Expected response 
Max 
mark 

Additional guidance 

   Elastane (Mixed in blend) 
 
Property: Ease of Care (Excellent/Very good) 
 
Property: Breathability (Excellent/Very good) 

Explanation Impact 

• elastane has excellent 
ease of care and cotton 
has good ease of care 

 

• suitable as machine washing will 
save the singer/costume team 
time, so the jumpsuit will be 
ready for the next performance. 

 

Property: Strength/Durability (Very good/Excellent) 

Explanation Impact 

• both fibres have 
good/excellent strength 

• suitable as the jumpsuit will not 
rip or tear easily whilst the 
singer is wearing it on stage, so 
it remains smart/lasts for many 
shows/is fair value for money. 

 
Property: Crease Resistance (Very good/Excellent) 
 

Explanation Impact 

• elastane has excellent 
crease resistance 

• suitable as the jumpsuit will not 
crease easily whilst the singer is 
wearing it on stage so it will 
remain looking smart. 

 

Or any other valid response. 
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Question Expected response 
Max 
mark 

Additional guidance 

   Construction techniques used in the jumpsuit: 

Construction technique Impact 

• patch pocket with 
pointed edge shape 
(back) 
 

• side seam pocket (front) 

• suitable as pocket is functional 
to store any items in whilst 
singing on stage 

• suitable as makes the jumpsuit 
look better quality and 
professional. 

• Suitable design which adds visual 
interest to the jumpsuit. 

 

Construction technique Impact 

• set in sleeves • suitable as it gives a fitted 
shape to the item, so the 
jumpsuit is not bulky/loose-
fitting/ uncomfortable to wear 
when singing 

• less suitable as it may restrict 
the movements of the singer, 
making the jumpsuit less 
comfortable to wear on stage. 

 

Construction technique Impact 

• Hem (trouser legs) • suitable as gives a non-bulky, 
professional finish so the 
jumpsuit looks smart on stage. 

• Turned up to stop the fabric 
fraying. 
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Question Expected response 
Max 
mark 

Additional guidance 

   
 

Construction technique Impact 

• Yoke • suitable as the multiple pieces 
will add a more complex design 
and shape to the jumpsuit so it 
will look professional when worn 
by the singer. 

 

Construction technique Impact 

• Topstitching (cuffs, yoke, 
pocket, collar) 

• suitable as the topstitching 
will create an additional 
design feature making the 
jumpsuit more aesthetically 
pleasing 

• suitable as the topstitching 
will help to keep the fabric 
seams flat so they are more 
comfortable against the 
singer’s skin. 

 

Construction technique Impact 

• Darts / single pointed 
dart. (on trousers) 

• suitable as these will give the 
jumpsuit a fitted look so it will 
be more flattering for the singer 
to wear on stage. 

• Dispose of fullness to create a 
more fitted appearance. 
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Question Expected response 
Max 
mark 

Additional guidance 

   

 

 

Construction technique Impact 

• Cuff • suitable as gives the sleeves a 
professional finish so the 
jumpsuit looks smart on stage 

• less suitable as the extra fabric 
might get caught up while the 
singer is performing on stage. 

 

Construction technique Impact 

• Waistband • suitable as this will give the 
jumpsuit a fitted look around 
the waist so it will be more 
flattering for the singer to wear 
on stage. 

 

 

Construction technique Impact 

• Semi Concealed/closed 
end zip 

• suitable as the jumpsuit can be 
easily changed in and out of by 
the singer who may be in a rush 
and in need of a quick change, 
saving time 

• suitable as the zip could be 
opened part way if the singer 
needs to be cooler whilst on 
stage to keep them comfortable 

• suitable as this will be a strong 
fastening with no gaps in the 
jumpsuit. 

 

  

  



 page 20  
 

Question Expected response 
Max 
mark 

Additional guidance 

    

Construction technique Impact 

• Collar/flat collar with 
facing 

• suitable as the style has a 
finished neckline so the 
jumpsuit will look smart  

• Aesthetically appealing on 
stage. 

• Creates interest at neck edge to 
be create visual impact/frame 
the face. 

 
Construction technique Impact 

• Buttons 

• Buttonholes 

• suitable as will keep the 
singer’s arms warm whilst 
performing on an outdoor stage 

• suitable as will give the sleeves 
a fitted look around the cuffs so 
the jumpsuit will look more 
professional  

• less suitable as buttons may be 
lost when performing, so this 
may spoil the appearance of 
the jumpsuit. 

• Less suitable as buttons may 
prevent quick costume changes. 

 
Or any other valid response. 

  

 

 
  



 page 21  
 

Question Expected response 
Max 
mark 

Additional guidance 

3. (a)  Responses could include: 

Appliqué Fabric in the desired shape is applied to the 
backpack fabric using Bonda web/fabric. This is 
hand or machine stitched in place to enhance the 
product. 

Embroidery The features could be created using hand or 
machine embroidery on the backpack using 
different coloured threads to enhance the 
features. 

Screen Print A print is transferred to a silk screen, or a stencil 
could be used underneath the screen. This is 
then laid on the fabric and ink are forced through 
the silk screen and onto the fabric. 

Fabric 
Paint/Fabric 
Pens 

Fabric paints could be used to create the 
features either by brushing directly onto the 
fabric freehand or sponging through a stencil to 
add detail. 

Computer 
printed 
transfer 

A computer-generated silhouette of the shape 
can be cut in vinyl on a laser cutter, and then 
ironed on to the fabric to add information. 

Laser cut 
vinyl 

A computer-generated silhouette of the shape 
can be cut in vinyl on a laser cutter, and then 
ironed on to the fabric to enhance the design. 

Pom-poms Pom-poms could be bought or made, then 
stitched onto the fabric of the backpack to 
represent the ears/nostrils. 

 

3  Candidates must describe three methods of creating 
the unicorn design shown in the backpack illustration. 
 
Award 1 mark for each accurate description of a 
relevant surface decoration suitable for the creation of 
the unicorn design on the backpack. 
 

• A reference to the backpack/unicorn design must 

be made in the response. 

 
Up to a maximum of 3 marks. 
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Question Expected response 
Max 
mark 

Additional guidance 

   

 

Lino-print A lino negative of the shape is carved using lino-
cutting tools. This is then coated in ink and 
pressed onto the fabric to enhance the design. 

Sequins/ 
Beads/gems/ 
rhinestones 

Sequins/beads could be used to create detail on 
the shape. Sequins/beads/gems/ rhinestones 
would be hand or machine attached.  

Felting Felt could be bought or made, then felted to 
represent the features of the unicorn and then 
stitched onto the fabric of the backpack. 

Bought motif A pre-bought motif may be ironed or stitched 
onto the backpack. 

Or any other valid response. 
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Question Expected response 
Max 
mark 

Additional guidance 

 (b)  Responses could include:  

• suitable as bespoke production will allow the backpacks to be 
personalised, so parents may be more likely to buy the 
backpack for toddlers as it will be unique and different  

• suitable as bespoke tailors make items on a one-off basis 
therefore the backpacks will be made to a higher 
standard/quality so the store can charge a higher price for the 
item(s) which parents may be happy to pay  

• suitable as bespoke tailors make items on a one-off basis 
therefore the backpacks will be made to a higher 
standard/quality so the item should last for a long time/be 
value for money/retain a good appearance for longer  

• suitable as the personalised backpacks will be made exclusively 
for the toddlers, so no one else will have the same item/it will 
be individual/custom therefore making the backpack more 
special 

• suitable as bespoke items are usually handmade, so more 
specialist fabrics/trimmings can be used to make the backpack 
suitable to withstand use regularly  

• less suitable as bespoke items are more expensive as they are 
usually handmade, so many parents might not want to pay a 
high price for a backpack that is personalised/ low sales for 
manufacture. 

• less suitable as bespoke items are handmade so can take a long 
time to make which may be unsuitable if the backpack is 
needed quickly for the toddler/no availability to buy. 

• less suitable as the backpack will be personalised and the child 
may outgrow it, which may not be value for money. 

• Less suitable as bespoke is a one-off item and so multiples can’t 
be purchased. 

• less suitable as bespoke tailoring requires high skill level, so the 
store may find specialists hard to employ so they may not be 
able to personalise many backpacks therefore reducing their 
profit for the collection  

3 Candidates must make evaluative comments on the 
suitability of the use of bespoke production in the 
manufacture of the backpacks.  
 

• Award 1 mark for each relevant evaluative 
comment linked to the context of the question.  

 
Award marks for each response that: 

• identifies a relevant fact about bespoke production 

• includes an appropriate judgement about the 
identified fact 

• Includes an appropriate impact. 
 
The candidate must make reference to the backpack/ 
child in the response. 
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   • less suitable as bespoke tailoring is made for one customer as 
the backpack would be personalised which may not suit all 
parents as this would make the backpack non-returnable. 

  
Or any other valid response. 
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 (c)  Responses could include: 

Function 

Identification Explanation 

• storage • the design should allow the 
toddler to keep their belongings 
safe. 

• fit for purpose 

 

Aesthetics 

Identification Explanation 

• bright/animal or 
cartoon-themed/ 
childlike 

• so, the toddler is happy to wear 
it and wants to use the backpack. 
 

 

 

Safety 

Description Explanation 

• smooth component • so that the toddler does not 
injure themselves when wearing 
the backpack. 

• well secured 
components, eg 
buttons/zips/ 
embellishments 

• unsecured components could be 
swallowed, so this prevents a 
choking hazard for the toddlers. 

 

4 Candidates must identify and explain two principles 
of design that a children’s store would need to 
consider when designing backpacks for toddlers.  
 
Award 1 mark for an accurate identification of a 
principle of design, relevant to the requirements of 
backpacks for toddlers, up to a maximum of 2 marks.  
 

• Candidates must explain the relevance of each 

principle of design described. 

  
Award 1 mark for an accurate explanation that shows 
a link between 

• a principle of design identified 
and 

• the requirements of backpacks for toddlers. 
  
Up to a maximum of 2 marks.  

 
Do not award marks for general explanations of 
identified principles of design. 
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   Hygiene 

Description Explanation 

• machine washable • it is likely to get dirty due to 
toddler usage, so will need 
machine washed frequently  

• to avoid the additional cost of 
dry cleaning  

• the backpack needs to maintain 
its appearance. 

Quality 

Description Explanation 

• high/good quality • to enable the backpack to be 
worn/laundered repeatedly by 
the toddlers 

• to represent fair value for money 
as parents may not want to spend 
too much on a toddler's 
backpacks in case, they grow out 
of it. 

Durability 

Description Explanation 

• good durability • fabrics/components/ 
construction techniques/ 
embellishments used should be 
robust enough to withstand wear 
to enable the backpack to 
withstand frequent/daily wear, 
so it maintains its appearance. 

Or any other valid response. 
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4. (a)  Responses could include: 

Function 

Identification Explanation 

• concept generation/ 
market research 

• research is carried out on 
consumer needs so ideas for 
wetsuits are developed, best 
suited for water sports activities. 

• concept screening • ideas are compared so the final 
wetsuit design can be chosen best 
suited for water sports activities. 

• prototype production • a sample/toile wetsuit is made to 
test and check 
techniques/methods/ 
products/costs so that adjustments 
and modifications can be made to 
prevent costly errors in 
production. 

• product testing • the store will check that their 
wetsuit prototype is fit for purpose 
and appealing so that it is suitable 
for wearing during water sports. 

• first production run • a batch of the final wetsuit is 
made so that the design is ready to 
sell to customers/surfers. 

 

4 Candidates must identify and explain two relevant 
stages in the development process that a clothing 
store would need to carry out when developing 
wetsuits for water sports. 
  
Award 1 mark for an accurate identification of a stage 
in the development process, relevant to the 
requirements of wetsuits for water sports, up to a 
maximum of 2 marks. 
  
Candidates must explain the relevance of each stage 
described.  
 
Award 1 mark for an accurate explanation that shows 
a link between 

• a stage in the development process identified 
and 

• the stage explained in relation to the wetsuits or 
store. 

  
Up to a maximum of 2 marks. 

  
Do not award marks for general explanations of 
identified stages in the development process. 
 

• A reference to the wetsuit must be made in the 

response. 
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• marketing plan • marketing strategies are reviewed 
to decide how best to target 
customers and advertise the 
wetsuit. 

• product launch • the new wetsuit is launched, and 
the marketing plan is implemented 
so the store can sell the design. 
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 (b)  Responses could include: 
 

• bonded fabrics are strong which will help the wetsuits keep its 
shape after being saturated in water and becoming heavy, so it 
can be used regularly/withstands wear 

• bonded fabrics will allow the wetsuits to resist wear and tear 
from a surfer using it during water sports 

• bonded fabrics will make the wetsuits more durable/fair value 
for money 

• bonded fabrics may include a waterproof layer for use in the 
water during water sports so they can dry out quicker 

• bonded fabrics may be wipeable to remove any dirt/stains and 
keep the wetsuits clean 

• bonded fabrics improve crease-resistance for the wetsuits, so 
they remain looking smart. 

• Bonded fabrics are warm/insulating keeping the wearer 
comfortable in cold conditions. 
 

Or any other valid response. 

3 Candidates must make evaluative comments on the 
suitability of the use of a bonded fabric for the 
wetsuits.  

• Award 1 mark for each relevant evaluative 
comment linked to the context of the question.  

  
Award marks for each response that: 

• identifies a relevant fact of a bonded fabric 

• includes an appropriate judgement about the 
identified fact. 

• Include an appropriate impact. 
 
Do not award marks for general comments about the 
features of a bonded fabric. 
  
The wetsuit must be referenced in the answer. 
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 (c)  Responses could include: 
 

• can launder the wetsuits correctly 

• can gauge if the wetsuits can be easily machine washed at 
home/does not need the expense of taking it to a dry cleaner 

• can avoid potentially damaging the wetsuits in the wash if it 
should be washed on a gentle cycle 

• can avoid shrinking the wetsuits in the wash/tumble dryer 

• environmentally conscious consumers can check the lowest 
temperature to wash the wetsuits at to save energy 

• can check if the wetsuits can be ironed/the iron temperature to 
prevent damage to the fabric. 

• can provide the consumer with knowledge to make a 
choice/allergies. 
 

Or any other valid response. 

3 Candidates must describe three accurate descriptions 
of a benefit linked to the care label information. 
 
Award 1 mark for each accurate description of a 
benefit linked to including care labels on the wetsuits. 
 
Up to a maximum of 3 marks.  
 

 

 

 

[END OF MARKING INSTRUCTIONS] 
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