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To what extent was the role of Tsarina Alexandra the main

reason for the February revolution, 1917?
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Evidence

‘Little Father’
February revolution - Tsar abdicates
Factors, judgement

s Confidant, closest advisor, autocracy, holy healer.
Haemophilia, influence
¢  Opinion turns sharply, drunk, drug taking, Tsar’s cousin
s Scandal, credibility Tsarist system, corruption, killed,
December 161916, problems fixed
1) “There is no doubt that the Tsarina, and her decision to take
Rasputin into the heart of government, were hugely unpopular.
However, the root of Tsarism’s unpopularity went further back
than the wartime actions of the Tsarina”
» German nationality, positions, distrust

+ Heavy losses, Tannenberg, Masurian, reserve troops,
shortages
+ Defeats mounted, casualties, morale plummets,
desert .
«  Fight continued
2) “it was not the result of military defeat, or war weariness,
but the result of the collapse of public support in the
government”
*  More issues, spotlight, incompetence, economic
problems, problems worse, catalyst

« Not ready, opposed reform
« Changing circumstances, no political intelligence,
3) “Nicholas was the source of all the problems: a Tsar
determined to rule yet quite incapable of exercising power”
« Tsarina failed, protests and riots, didn’t know
« Held accountable, lacking knowledge, lost support,
unfit leader -

« Food shortages, bread riots, disrepair, overcrowded,
Bolsheviks and Mensheviks
s Revolutionary groups, grow, power and support,
conditions worsen
4) “was caused by the spontaneous upsurge of the politically
radicalised masses”
« Exile, no leader, approach/movement
« Female workers strike, International Women’s Day,
economic discontent, impossible workers demands

Association, opinion turn, her and Tsar, put into positions 1) Euan Duncan, Russia 1881-1921
Analysis, evaluation 2) S ASmith, The Russian Revolution
' 3) Orlando Figes, A people’s Tragedy
4) Alan Wood, The Origins of the Russian Revolution
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To what extent was the role of Tsarina Alexandra the main reason for the February
revolution, 1917?

The Tsar of Russia was referred to by his people as the “Little Father”. They did this as the
Tsar believed that he was ordained by god to rule over Russia, and that he was gods man on
earth. This message was preached to the people of Russia. The Tsar is good, the tsar is God
on earth. However, due to a spontaneous revolution, the tsar was forced into abdication,
ending the 300-year-old reign of the Romanov family. The role of tsarina Alexandra was
indeed an important factor in causing the February revolution, however other factors such
as the First World War, the weakness of the Tsar and the working-class discontent were also
important factors in.causing the February revolution. Of these factors, the most important in
causing the February revolution was the First World War.

The Tsarina acted as a confidant for the tsar, and was truly his most closest advisor. She, like
her husband, believed in autocracy and disagreed with the many who asked the tsar for
reform. She became very close with a priest and mystic, Gregory Rasputin, as she believed
him to be a holy healer who could cure the ill Tsarevich of his haemophilia. There was many
a time were she truly believed he was healing her sick son, and due to the high amount of
time the two spent together, Rasputin gained high influence within her court. The role of
Tsarina Alexandra was an important factor in causing the February revolution because the
public opinion turned sharply against both her and the tsar for daring to associate with the
drunk, drug taking Rasputin. Their outrage at the royals for associating with him became so
bad, that even the tsar's advisors took great note of it, and their worry over what could
occur drove the tsar's own cousin to take the matter into his own hands, and murder
Rasputin. However, the scandal brought on by Rasputin exposed the credibility of the tsarist
system and the corruption is had at its heart. Rasputin being killed however, sclved the
problems he brought on in life. Any damage he had done in life was sorted by his death.
Rasputin was killed on 16t December 1916, however the revolution occurred in February
1917, meaning.whatever Rasputin had done couldn’t have outraged the people enough to
revoit, makingfhe role of Tsarina Alexandra limited in being a cause of the February
revolution. Indeed, Euan Duncan agrees in stating “There is no doubt that the Tsarina, and
her decision to take Rasputin into the heart of government, were hugely unpopular.
However, the root of Tsarism’s unpopularity went further back than the wartime actions of
the Tsarina”. To evaluate, the role of the Tsarina was an important factor in causing the
February revolution. Due to her German nationality, the people of Russia felt great distrust-
towards the Tsarina. They believed her to be a spy, sending valuable information back to
Germany in order to win the war. However, the First World War is a more important factor in
causing the February revolution, for without the war, the Tsarina being German wouldn’t
have made such an impact on the Russian public. The war made it that people wouldn't
trust her German nationality, and with the Tsar at the eastern front (due to the war) the




Tsarina wouldn’t have been left in charge of running the country, meaning the people
wouldn’t feel so suspicious of her.

During the First Wortd War the Russian army faced heavy losses at battles at Tannenberg and
the Masurian lakes. They began to rely heavily on the reserve troops, who lacked basic
training and in most cases, didn’t even know how to load a rifle. They also faced high
shortages of all supplies, including food, clothes, medical supplies and ammunition. The First
World War was an important factor in causing the February revolutfb_n because as defeats
mounted, and casualty rates soared, morale plummeted greatly. This led to the peasant
troops deserting their posts in favour of the revolts and protests in Petrograd. They didn't
care to fight for a Tsar who clearly cared little for them. However, not all troops deserted
their posts, and many men actually continued to fight for the Tsar. They continued Russia’s
war effort, making the First World War limited in being the most important facter in causing
the February revolution. Indeed, S A Smith agrees and states “It was not the result of
military defeat, or war weariness, but the result of the collapse of public support in the
government”. To evaluate, the First World War was the most important factor in causing the
February revolution. Despite the fact that many men still continued to fight for the Tsar in
the war, the First World War made even more issués for Russia to face, and created a
spotlight for the Tsar to show off his general incompetence. The war created immense
economic problems for Russia and also worsened every single problem the country had
already been facing. The First World War acted as a catalyst for the people of Russia, and
drove the public to revolt against their incompetent leader.

When Tsar Nicholas the 2" was crowned Tsar, he was heard to say, “I am not ready, | know
nothing of leading a country”. This in itself set the mood for how his reign as Tsar would be.
The Tsar opposed all reform, believing firmly in autocracy. His word was ta be law, and he
was to rule over Russia, as God himself had ordained him. The Tsar’s own weakness was an
important factor in causing the February revolution. The Tsar refused to acknowledge or
accept the changing circumstances he faced. His lack of political knowledge drove him to be:
a selfish ruler who refused to give in to the change demanded by his people. Indeed,
Orlando Figes agrees and states “Nicholas was the source of all the problems: a Tsar
determined to rule yet quite incapable of exercising power”. However, it was not the fault of
the Tsar, but in fact the Tsarina, as she failed to inform the Tsar of just how bad the
conditions within Petrograd had become. The two wrote to each other every day, but she
failed to tell the Tsar of how bad the riots and protests within the capital had become. The
Tsar was entirely unaware of these conditions, and therefore cannot be held responsible, for
he simply did not know, making the Tsars own weakness a limited factor in being the cause
of the February revolution. To evaluate, The Tsars own weakness was an important factor in
causing the February revolution. The Tsar directly tied his fate to the fate of his army, as
defeats mounted, the Tsar was held personally responsible for every last one, as he himself
had decided to travel to the Eastern front to personally run the army, having absolutely no
military knowledge. His lack of knowledge in both military scenarios and overall leadership




‘were made extremely apparent during the war. However, the First World War was more
important as a cause of the February revolution as it was because of the war with Germany
that the Tsar could show off to Russia just how weak a leader he was. His shocking
leadership was made so apparent to the people of the Russia that he lost support from his
troop and even commanders in the army, as they saw just how terrible a leader he was. He
lacked so much knowledge for his role as Tsar, that many now saw him to be an unfit leader
who could not lead Russia any longer, pushing many to revolt.

The working class of Russia faced huge food shortages, causing bread riots in towns and
cities. Within towns and cities, sanitation and cleanliness fell into disrepair with the ongoing
chaos of Russia, and everyone faced mass overcrowding as refugees fled from the east, due
to the war with Germany. Workers were sick and tired of all the chaos and wanted order,
and a leader to listen to them. As such, they were pushed to join revolutionary groups, such
as the Bolsheviks or Mensheviks. The working-class discontent was an important factor in
causing the February revolution as the revolutionary groups they joined fought for what they
wanted, and as more workers joined them, they grew in both powér and size. As conditions
worsened within Russia, workers flocked to the revolutionary groups, as they could no
longer tolerate such conditions. Alan wood agrees in stating “was caused by the
spontaneous upsurge of the politically radicalised masses”. However, many revolutionary
groups leaders were in exile, or abroad. This meant that they radicalised workers and other
revolutionaries had no one to lead them to revolt, meaning they couldn’t organise an
approach or movement to show their demand for reforms, making the working class
discontent limited in being a cause of the February revolution. To evaluate, the working-class
discontent was an important factor in causing the February revolution. Female workers had
had enough of the worsening conditions within towns and cities and took a stand, striking
on International Women'’s Day, to show their discontent with the terrible economic
problems the country was facing. They demanded to receive better pay, an eight-hour
working day and better conditions for all workers. However, the First World War was a more
impact factor in causing the February revolution, as the war made it impossible for the tsar
to grant the workers demands. The war added to the economic problems the people of
Russia were facing and made all conditions worse. Because of the ongoing war, the Tsar
could not have granted the workers their demands, even if he wanted to. Workers were not
ready to back down, and were pushed into revolution, as they had no other way of receiving
the demands they felt they deserved.

In conclusion, the Fist world war was the most important factor in causing the February
revolution, 1917. The role of Tsarina Alexandra was indeed important as her association with
not only Rasputin, but Germany as well made the peoples opinion of her turn swiftly. They
didn’t trust her, and believed she was a spy for Germany. However, it was due to the fist
world war that her and the tsar were put-into these positions. The Tsarina would not have
been left in charge while the tsar went off to the eastern front to lead the army, if the war
was hot occurring. The people of Russia would not have felt such great suspicion of the




tsarina’s German nationality, if the war was not occurring. The war placed the two royals
into the positions that made the public turn against them. The Tsars own weakness was
indeed important as his inability to accept the changing circumstances he faced made him a
weak leader. His lack of knowledge on how to lead (botha country and army) made him ‘
incredibly unfit as a leader, and his refusal to embrace reforms angered many. However, the
First World War was the most important factor in causing the February revolution as it was
due to the First World War that the tsar had the oppartunity to show off his weak leadership
skills to the people of Russia. Due to his lack of knowledge and skill, he lost support from
many, pushing them to revolt against him and end his autocratic reign. The working-class
discontent was indeed important as the workers being pushed to join the ever-growing
revolutionary groups, made sure the power of groups such as the Bolshevik’s or Mensheviks
grew. Conditions worsening in cities and towns pushed so many workers to join the
revolutionary groups as their tsar would not do anything to solve their problems, and
answer their demands. However, thg fist world war was the most important factor in causing
the February revolution as it was because of the First World War that the tsar was unable to
answer the demands of the people. Due to the war, the countries problems increased and
worsened, and it was because of the war that the workers demands were an impossible ask
for the tsar. However, workers were unwilling to give up and were therefore pushed to
revolt. Therefore, the First World War was the most important factor in causing the February
revolution, 1917,
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