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Questions and answers  

Higher History 

Question paper 2 

How specific do the answers need to be? Do candidates need to 
remember specific names, or can they describe them in some 
cases? 

Evidence of learning at Higher level is required. The most important thing is for 

candidates to answer the question being asked with detailed knowledge.  

Are Scottish named examples, for example, the example of Piper 
Laidlaw necessary to get the mark?  

In the example provided in the presentation, this example is needed. This is because 

the reference to Laidlaw provides a Scottish example.  

For Migration and empire Issue 2, do candidates have to say the 
word positive or negative to get the mark in their analysis?  

This is not essential. However, many candidates do this. For all questions, the most 

important thing is to ensure that candidates are answering the questions asked.  
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Would it be possible for the team to just make up minimum 
answers rather than use candidate answers? 

We use candidate evidence as this provides examples of what candidates in 

Scotland write under exam conditions. We have highlighted through our candidate 

evidence and ‘explain’ examples, what level is required for Higher History. 

Candidates must explain points and show understanding. 

For Issue 3 of Migration and empire, is saying ‘Scots founded’, 
when giving the name of a university they founded enough, or do 
they have to say the specific name of the person/people too?  

The candidate would be required to name the university and explain the impact the 

creation of this university has had.  

Can Issue 2 be asked just as 'experience of immigrant groups' or 
can it also be asked as 'reaction of the Scots to immigrant groups'? 

The Higher History course specification, that is available on the subject page of the 

SQA website, was updated and this involved standardising the number of bullet 

points across the sections to have greater parity. There was no change to course 

content. 

Can you clarify whether candidates need to use full quotes to gain 
the mark? 

It is good practice to use full quotes. However, candidates can shorten quotes and 

paraphrase as long as their explanation shows an understanding of the question 

asked. 

https://www.sqa.org.uk/sqa/47923.html
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Is it better to quote and explain or is paraphrasing ok?  

It is down to the candidate’s preference. We have seen examples of both. However, 

it is good practice to use full quotes. However, candidates can shorten quotes and 

paraphrase as long as their explanation shows an understanding of the question 

asked. 

Do candidates need to link to the question to get the mark, or is it 
just good practice? 

It is indeed good practice for candidates to use the words of the question, however, 

there is no requirement to do so.  

In a question about the impact of Scots abroad then, do pupils 
need specific names of people who began farms? 

They would not need a specific name of a farmer. But we would expect to see a 

specific agricultural improvement they brought and most importantly the impact this 

had on the country.  

For this question about immigrant experience – can we use 
examples of Irish building the subway / gaining employment / 
navvies? Or can this only be used in 'economic contribution of 
Scots' in topic 4? 

It would really depend on how the candidate expressed their points. If such points 

were to be used, the information would have to address the specifics of the 

questions being asked.  
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For recall, should we be encouraging candidates to explicitly say 
that the omission makes the source less useful due to the 
omission? Or is that not necessary?  

It is not essential to say the source is less useful, however, it is good practice to 

introduce recall with comments such as, ‘however the source does not tell us 

everything’ or ‘the source is limited/less useful’. 

What judgement statement is best for the how fully? Quite fully, 
partly explains, not fully – are these all ok?  

All of these examples are acceptable.  

Could a candidate achieve full marks in this question without 
making an overall interpretation on the 2 sources? 

For questions that ask, ‘How much do Sources …reveal about differing 

interpretations of’ (10 marks), candidates must interpret the view of each source and 

use recalled knowledge to assess what the sources reveal about differing 

interpretations of a historical issue. 

• A maximum of 2 interpretation marks can be awarded per source (4 in total) 

(these must be explained and show understanding of the interpretation given) (I). 

• A maximum of 2 marks are also available for a clear overall viewpoint of each 

source (1 mark per source, again this must show understanding of the viewpoint 

in each source) (OV).  

• A maximum of 6 recall marks can be awarded (K).  

Example candidate response:  

• The candidate does not attempt overall viewpoint (OV) (0 marks).  

• Two explained interpretations (I) are given from each source (4 marks).  

• The candidate provides 6 recall (R) and gains 10 out of 10 marks. 
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What are the best stems/linking sentences from source to 
interpretation, for example, this is useful because, or this is useful 
as it is an accurate account of …? 

Whatever helps the candidate the most. There is no requirement to use the word 

useful or any particular words at Higher when answering questions. However, many 

candidates do repeat the words of the question.  

In the recall points of the last question on Impact of Empire on 
Scotland it makes no mention of being 'less useful' as it fails to 
mention. So, does it get the mark? 

There is no requirement to use the word useful or any particular words at Higher 

when answering questions. However, many candidates do repeat the words of the 

question.  

Impact on India – For several marking instructions and in the 
textbook, Lord Dalhousie is credited with banning Suttee and 
Thugee. However, a quick check on google shows it was in fact 
Lord William Bentinck. Can you please confirm if this mark will still 
be credited as I have used the marking instructions and textbook to 
teach this fact. 

Yes, Dalhousie still gets a mark as he oversaw the enforcement of these policies, 

something he did with much aggression, ensuring that the law was enforced.  

The average mark for Q16 'Evaluate on Impact of Empire on 
Scotland' was 2.3 / 8 out of 354 schools. Can you please explain 
how to achieve the marks for Date, Author and Type. These marks 
seem incredibly difficult to achieve for 95% of candidates. 

Please refer to the examples provided in the 2025 webinar. 
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For the Treaty of Union, what sort of questions could be asked 
about the famine as it does not specify if it's causes or impact, etc 
in the Higher course specification? 

It would be related to the impact of the famine on Scotland. 

Do candidates need to mention Scots/Scotland or a specific area of 
Scotland in their answers? If the knowledge is relevant to Scotland, 
but they have missed out the word Scots or Scotland, will 
candidates lose that mark? 

If the candidate is talking about something or someone Scottish then they do not 

need to mention the word Scots or Scotland. However, many candidates do this as 

they use the words of the question in their explanations and interpretations.  
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