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Candidate 4 evidence

Films are created with the purpose of entertainment but also have many other secondary purposes,
one of which to be to influence their audiences depending on the points that they are making. Greta
gerwigs ‘Barbie’ is an example of a film which intentionally and unintentionally influences the
attitudes of its audiences. the film influences audiences in many different ways such as the way men
see women, the way women see themselves and the way the film advertises certain products.
Barbie is a film which influences the behaviors of its audience both intentionally and unintentionally.

one way that Barbie influences its audience intentionally is through the portrayal of women and
men. Outside of being a promotion for the popular kids toy, Barbie is an intentional commentary on
the way women are treated in a patriarchal society and because of this, it intentionally influences
the attitudes of men towards feminism. The film opens to showing the audience the setting of
barbie world, a satirical take on a matriarchal society in which Barbies rule the land and work many
different high profile jobs such as doctors and the president, but the ken dolls iowever are treated
as secondary citizens, while the scene is supported by bright colours, happy music and glitter its
clear intention is to influence audiences on the treatment of women by showing them a mirrored
version of the world we live in today. this part of the film is particularly influential on men, as having
the kens being treated as below humans is intended to directly influence the way men think about
women, as in the world we live in women are in the position of the ken dolls. Gerwigs ‘Barbie’ was
careful to show the treatment of the Kens as a negative thing, further stimulating the way men
should be reacting to this film, because the kens are treated poorly the intenticn is to make men
realise the way the women in their life are treated every day. Anather more obvicus example of this
is when Barbie and ken go to the real world and Barbie is sexually harassed by the construction
crew. in this scene it is clear that Barbie is upset by the way she is treated while ken feels confident
and empowered by all the men working in the area. this scene directly references how men are
often made to feel confident in our everyday world while women are belittled and assaulted. This
scene intentionally intends to make audiences aware of how women are treated every single day as
it directly mirrors the way kens are treated in Barbieland, so it will encourage male audiences to
begin to treat women with a more positive attitude. this film aims to make male audiences and even
female audiences aware of the roles of male and women in this patriarchal society we live in today,
as education is one of ‘Barbie’s main intentions as a film.

one way that the film unintentionally influences the behaviours and attitudes of audiences is
through the representation of Barbie. Throughout the film many different versions of Barbie are
seen, which is supposed to be a positive attempt at female empowerment. this is seen at the
beginning of the film where there is a display of all the different barbies and the jobs they work with
happy music playing in the background, this part of the film shows many different barbies with
different skintones and hair textures. while the intention of this portion cf the film may have been to
show Mattel as a progressive company, audiences may feel negatively towards it because while
many skin tones and hair types were represanied the representation was still very limited, almost all
of the babries represented were thin with clear skin and ‘perféct’ faces, while that is reminiscent of
the doll it also undermines the mavies theme-of empowerment and feminism-as-only a limited range
of women have been represented. only three other barbies differ front this standard, thereisa
hijabi barbie, a barbie in a wheelchair and a plus size barbie, while the intention of this may have
been to show that anyone can be barbie, it unintentionally influences audiences negatively as the
sheer lack of Barbies who are not thin with nice hair is shocking, and the representation of the three
who fit outside of this standard can be seen as tokenism, because outside of them there are no
other barbies that differ from the beauty standard. another way audiences may be unintentionally
influenced is through the portrayal of stereotypical barbie. played by Margot Robbie, stereostypical
barbie is a thin white barbie who is the main character of the film, she is supposed to be a basic
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barbie while ali the other barbies are supporting. there is a scene with the main barbie where she
discovers she has cellulite when she visits weird barbie, she is visibly disgusted by the discovery and
wants to make it go away. while this scene may have been intended to be a lighthearted joke
because barbie is perfect and plastic, it may unintentionally influence audiences to feel insecure
about their own bodies. Barbie as a character is supposed to be an icon among women, the fact she
feels bad about something as simple as cellulite may cause audiences to think about their own
bodies, as it unintentionally creates a narrative where cellulite is seen as bad when really it is
something that most women have. Barbie as a character unintentionally influences female
audiences in many different ways, and causes women to reflect back onto their cwn bodies.

another way Barbie intentionally influences audiences is through the advertising for barbie products.
while barbie as a film is aimed to entertain and educate, like most films about toys it is also made to
advertise certain products. the way mattel as a company is advertised through the film is nt subtle at
all, most films tend to advertise quietly while barbie plays it up to influences the audiences to buy
products. this evident through the scene where the barbie dreamhouse is shown, and as barbie
drives in her dreamcar skippers playhouse is shown. all products shown in this scene are avaliablé to
huy, the scene even shows some discontinued products such as pregnant midge, a doll which is no
loger avaliable. This has been done intentionally to advertise some of the porducts mattel sells or did
sell, by showing off products which are no Jonger available for purchase it still influences audiences
to purchase goods, perhaps out of nostalgia or a reminder of how the company is able to make fun
of themselves by showcasing some failed products, this is a tactic intended to get audiences to buy,
and it does. another way this is done is when ken is throwing out Barbies clothes from her
dreamhouse, as they are thrown they pause in the air and the name of the outfit appears beside it.
while the intention of this scene is to be comedic it is also intended to show off different mattel
products to influence audiences to buy from their company. all outfits shown are reai outfits which
were available for purchase, this is even said by gloria, one of the characters, which is another
intended tactic to make audiences purchase mattels products because it shows that the products
are actually real. the film uses comedy to advertise, which is a creative way in which Gerwigs Barbie
succeeds as being both an entertaining film but also an extra long advertisement for mattel.

Greta Gerwigs ‘Barbie’ is a film which both intentionally and unintentionally influences its audiences
to feel certain ways towards certain topics. most films typically are made with certain intentions in
mind and while this film in particular succeeds to both unintentianally and intentionally influence
audiences, it can be said that Barbie is more successful at intentionally influencing audiences. This s
because Barbie is a film which has many points to prove to its audience, from educating about
feminism to advertising mattel products this fifm succeeds at influencing the behaviours and
attitudes of its audiences intentionally.
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