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Core Skills Mapping of HNC Social Sciences

	Unit Title
	Communication
	Numeracy
	ICT

	Problem Solving
	Working with Others

	
	Writing
	Oral
	Using Number
	Using Graphical Information
	Accessing Information
	Providing / Creating Information
	CT
	P & O
	R & E
	Working co-operatively
	Review Co-operative Contribution

	Social Science: Research and Methodology
	D 

(SCQF 6)
	D 

(SCQF 6)
	E 

(SCQF 5)
	D
(SCQF 5)
	D 

(SCQF 5)
	D 

(SCQF 5)
	
	
	
	
	

	Sociology A
	D 

(SCQF 6)
	D 

(SCQF 6)
	
	
	D 

(SCQF 5)
	D 

(SCQF 5)
	
	
	
	
	

	Sociology B
	D 

(SCQF 6)
	D 

(SCQF 6)
	
	
	D 

(SCQF 5)
	D 

(SCQF 5)
	D 

(SCQF 6)
	D 

(SCQF 6)
	D 

(SCQF 6)
	D 

(SCQF 6)
	D 

(SCQF 6)

	Psychology A
	D 

(SCQF 6)
	D 

(SCQF 6)
	
	
	D 

(SCQF 5)
	D 

(SCQF 5)
	
	
	
	
	

	Psychology B
	D 

(SCQF 6)
	D 

(SCQF 6)
	D 

(SCQF 5)
	D 

(SCQF 5)
	D 

(SCQF 5)
	D 

(SCQF 5)
	D 

(SCQF 6)
	D 

(SCQF 6)
	D 

(SCQF 6)
	D 

(SCQF 6)
	D 

(SCQF 6)

	Economics A
	D 

(SCQF 6)
	D 

(SCQF 6)
	D 

(SCQF 5)
	D 

(SCQF 5)
	D 

(SCQF 5)
	D 

(SCQF 5)
	D 

(SCQF 6)
	D 

(SCQF 6)
	D 

(SCQF 6)
	D 

(SCQF 5)
	D 

(SCQF 5)

	Economics B
	D 

(SCQF 6)
	D 

(SCQF 6)
	D 

(SCQF 5)
	D 

(SCQF 5)
	D 

(SCQF 5)
	D 

(SCQF 5)
	D 

(SCQF 6)
	D 

(SCQF 6)
	D 

(SCQF 6)
	D 

(SCQF 5)
	D 

(SCQF 5)

	Geography A
	D 

(SCQF 6)
	D 

(SCQF 6)
	D 

(SCQF 5)
	D 

(SCQF 5)
	D 

(SCQF 5)
	D 

(SCQF 5)
	
	
	
	
	

	Geography B
	D 

(SCQF 6)
	D 

(SCQF 6)
	D 

(SCQF 5)
	D 

(SCQF 5)
	D 

(SCQF 5)
	D 

(SCQF 5)
	
	
	
	D 

(SCQF 6)
	D 

(SCQF 6)

	History A

	D 

(SCQF 6)
	D 

(SCQF 6)
	
	
	D 

(SCQF 5)
	D 

(SCQF 5)
	
	
	
	
	

	History B
	D 

(SCQF 6)
	D 

(SCQF 6)
	
	
	D 

(SCQF 5)
	D 

(SCQF 5)
	
	
	
	
	

	Philosophy A
	D 

(SCQF 6)
	D 

(SCQF 6)
	
	
	D 

(SCQF 5)
	D 

(SCQF 5)
	
	
	
	
	

	Philosophy B
	D 

(SCQF 6)
	D 

(SCQF 6)
	
	
	D 

(SCQF 5)
	D 

(SCQF 5)
	
	
	
	
	

	Politics A
	D 

(SCQF 6)
	D 

(SCQF 6)
	
	
	D 

(SCQF 5)
	D 

(SCQF 5)
	
	
	
	
	

	Politics B
	D 

(SCQF 6)
	D 

(SCQF 6)
	
	
	D 

(SCQF 5)
	D 

(SCQF 5)
	
	
	
	
	


The following non-Social Science Units have Core Skills embedded:


D77G 34
Communication: Practical Skills (Communication SCQF 6)


D7LW 34
Communication: Using Information Technology and Desktop Publishing (Information and Communication Technology SCQF 5)


D7M9 35
Using Software Application Packages (Information and Communication Technology SCQF 5)


DH49 34
Complex Oral Presentation (Working with Others SCQF 6)


DE3R 34
Personal Development Planning (Problem Solving SCQF 6)

Core Skills Mapping of HND Social Sciences

	Unit Title
	Communication
	Numeracy
	ICT
	Problem Solving
	Working with Others

	
	Writing
	Oral
	Using Number
	Using Graphical Information
	Accessing Information
	Providing / Creating Information
	CT
	P & O
	R & E
	Working co-operatively
	Review Co-operative Contribution

	Social Science: Research and Methodology
	D 

(SCQF 6)
	D 

(SCQF 6)
	E 

(SCQF 5)
	D
(SCQF 5)
	D 

(SCQF 5)
	D 

(SCQF 5)
	
	
	
	
	

	Social Science: Research Issues
	D 

(SCQF 6)
	D 

(SCQF 6)
	
	
	D 

(SCQF 5)
	D 

(SCQF 5)
	
	
	
	D 

(SCQF 6)
	D 

(SCQF 6)

	Social Sciences: Graded Unit 2 Project
	D 

(SCQF 6)
	D 

(SCQF 6)
	D 

(SCQF 6)
	D 

(SCQF 6)
	D 

(SCQF 5)
	D 

(SCQF 5)
	E 

(SCQF 6)
	E 

(SCQF 6)
	E 

(SCQF 6)
	
	

	Sociology A
	D 

(SCQF 6)
	D 

(SCQF 6)
	
	
	D 

(SCQF 5)
	D 

(SCQF 5)
	
	
	
	
	

	Sociology B
	D 

(SCQF 6)
	D 

(SCQF 6)
	
	
	D 

(SCQF 5)
	D 

(SCQF 5)
	D 

(SCQF 6)
	D 

(SCQF 6)
	D 

(SCQF 6)
	D 

(SCQF 6)
	D 

(SCQF 6)

	Sociology C
	D 

(SCQF 6)
	D 

(SCQF 6)
	
	
	D 

(SCQF 5)
	D 

(SCQF 5)
	D 

(SCQF 6)
	D 

(SCQF 6)
	D 

(SCQF 6)
	D 

(SCQF 6)
	D 

(SCQF 6)

	Sociology D
	D 

(SCQF 6)
	D 

(SCQF 6)
	
	
	D 

(SCQF 5)
	D 

(SCQF 5)
	D 

(SCQF 6)
	D 

(SCQF 6)
	D 

(SCQF 6)
	
	

	Psychology A
	D 

(SCQF 6)
	D 

(SCQF 6)
	
	
	D 

(SCQF 5)
	D 

(SCQF 5)
	
	
	
	
	

	Psychology B
	D 

(SCQF 6)
	D 

(SCQF 6)
	D 

(SCQF 5)
	D 

(SCQF 5)
	D 

(SCQF 5)
	D 

(SCQF 5)
	D 

(SCQF 6)
	D 

(SCQF 6)
	D 

(SCQF 6)
	D 

(SCQF 6)
	D 

(SCQF 6)

	Psychology C
	D 

(SCQF 6)
	D 

(SCQF 6)
	
	
	D 

(SCQF 5)
	D 

(SCQF 5)
	
	
	
	D 

(SCQF 6)
	D 

(SCQF 6)

	Psychology D
	D 

(SCQF 6)
	D 

(SCQF 6)
	D 

(SCQF 5)
	D 

(SCQF 5)
	D 

(SCQF 5)
	D 

(SCQF 5)
	D 

(SCQF 6)
	D 

(SCQF 6)
	D 

(SCQF 6)
	D 

(SCQF 6)
	D 

(SCQF 6)

	Economics A
	D 

(SCQF 6)
	D 

(SCQF 6)
	D 

(SCQF 5)
	D 

(SCQF 5)
	D 

(SCQF 5)
	D 

(SCQF 5)
	D 

(SCQF 6)
	D 

(SCQF 6)
	D 

(SCQF 6)
	D 

(SCQF 5)
	D 

(SCQF 5)

	Economics B
	D 

(SCQF 6)
	D 

(SCQF 6)
	D 

(SCQF 5)
	D 

(SCQF 5)
	D 

(SCQF 5)
	D 

(SCQF 5)
	D 

(SCQF 6)
	D 

(SCQF 6)
	D 

(SCQF 6)
	D 

(SCQF 5)
	D 

(SCQF 5)

	Economics C
	D 

(SCQF 6)
	D 

(SCQF 6)
	D 

(SCQF 5)
	D 

(SCQF 5)
	D 

(SCQF 5)
	D 

(SCQF 5)
	D 

(SCQF 6)
	D 

(SCQF 6)
	D 

(SCQF 6)
	D 

(SCQF 6)
	D 

(SCQF 6)

	Economics D
	D 

(SCQF 6)
	D 

(SCQF 6)
	D 

(SCQF 5)
	D 

(SCQF 5)
	D 

(SCQF 5)
	D 

(SCQF 5)
	D 

(SCQF 6)
	D 

(SCQF 6)
	D 

(SCQF 6)
	D 

(SCQF 6)
	D 

(SCQF 6)

	Geography A
	D 

(SCQF 6)
	D 

(SCQF 6)
	D 

(SCQF 5)
	D 

(SCQF 5)
	D 

(SCQF 5)
	D 

(SCQF 5)
	
	
	
	
	

	Geography B
	D 

(SCQF 6)
	D 

(SCQF 6)
	D 

(SCQF 5)
	D 

(SCQF 5)
	D 

(SCQF 5)
	D 

(SCQF 5)
	
	
	
	D 

(SCQF 6)
	D 

(SCQF 6)

	Geography C
	D 

(SCQF 6)
	D 

(SCQF 6)
	D 

(SCQF 5)
	D 

(SCQF 5)
	D 

(SCQF 5)
	D 

(SCQF 5)
	D 

(SCQF 6)
	D 

(SCQF 6)
	D 

(SCQF 6)
	D 

(SCQF 6)
	D 

(SCQF 6)

	Geography D
	D 

(SCQF 6)
	D 

(SCQF 6)
	
	
	D 

(SCQF 5)
	D 

(SCQF 5)
	
	
	
	
	

	History A
	D 

(SCQF 6)
	D 

(SCQF 6)
	
	
	D 

(SCQF 5)
	D 

(SCQF 5)
	
	
	
	
	

	History B
	D 

(SCQF 6)
	D 

(SCQF 6)
	
	
	D 

(SCQF 5)
	D 

(SCQF 5)
	
	
	
	
	

	History C
	D 

(SCQF 6)
	D 

(SCQF 6)
	
	
	D 

(SCQF 5)
	D 

(SCQF 5)
	
	
	
	
	

	History D
	D 

(SCQF 6)
	D 

(SCQF 6)
	
	
	D 

(SCQF 5)
	D 

(SCQF 5)
	
	
	
	
	

	Philosophy A
	D 

(SCQF 6)
	D 

(SCQF 6)
	
	
	D 

(SCQF 5)
	D 

(SCQF 5)
	
	
	
	
	

	Philosophy B
	D 

(SCQF 6)
	D 

(SCQF 6)
	
	
	D 

(SCQF 5)
	D 

(SCQF 5)
	
	
	
	
	

	Philosophy C
	D 

(SCQF 6)
	D 

(SCQF 6)
	
	
	D 

(SCQF 5)
	D 

(SCQF 5)
	
	
	
	
	

	Philosophy D
	D 

(SCQF 6)
	D 

(SCQF 6)
	
	
	D 

(SCQF 5)
	D 

(SCQF 5)
	
	
	
	
	

	Politics A
	D 

(SCQF 6)
	D 

(SCQF 6)
	
	
	D 

(SCQF 5)
	D 

(SCQF 5)
	
	
	
	
	

	Politics B

	D 

(SCQF 6)
	D 

(SCQF 6)
	
	
	D 

(SCQF 5)
	D 

(SCQF 5)
	
	
	
	
	

	Politics C
	D 

(SCQF 6)
	D 

(SCQF 6)
	
	
	D 

(SCQF 5)
	D 

(SCQF 5)
	
	
	
	
	

	Politics D
	D 

(SCQF 6)
	D 

(SCQF 6)
	
	
	D 

(SCQF 5)
	D 

(SCQF 5)
	D 

(SCQF 6)
	D 

(SCQF 6)
	D 

(SCQF 6)
	
	


The following non-Social Science Units have Core Skills embedded:

· 
D77G 34
Communication: Practical Skills (Communication SCQF 6)

· 
D7LW 34
Communication: Using Information Technology and Desktop Publishing (Information and Communication Technology SCQF 5)

· 
D7M9 35
Using Software Application Packages (Information and Communication Technology SCQF 5)

· 
DH49 34
Complex Oral Presentation (Working with Others SCQF 6)

· 
DE3R 34
Personal Development Planning (Problem Solving SCQF 6)

RESEARCH UNITS

Core Skill Statement – Social Science: Research and Methodology (Mandatory Unit HNC & HND)

This Unit provides formal certification of Numeracy component, Using Number at SCQF level 5. The component Using Graphical Information can be developed. There is also opportunity for developing the Core Skills of Communication at SCQF 6 and Information and Communication Technology at SCQF level 5. It can also support the development of other transferable skills, such as, essay writing, referencing, citation and bibliography skills and thinking, analytical and critical skills. The extent of development will depend on the learning opportunities chosen by the candidate or the delivery and assessment methods selected by the tutor.   

It is possible to develop Communication at SCQF level 6 if the assessment takes the form of an essay or oral presentation. For written communication at SCQF level 6 the skill is: produce well structured written communication on complex topics. To develop this skill candidates can be encouraged in both formative and summative assessment to present all essential ideas/information and supporting detail in a logical and effective order; use a structure that is organised and use paragraphing to make distinctions between facts, opinions, arguments and conclusion, use a format, layout, and word choice which are appropriate to the content and context, and use spelling, punctuation, vocabulary and sentence structures which are consistently accurate.  

The candidates could be tasked with producing a written communication which presents, analyses, and evaluates a substantial body of information. These skills can be developed through formative activities, such as research and evaluation of key examples of research without being formally assessed for certification of the Core Skill. 

For oral communication at SCQF level 6 the skill is: produce and respond to oral communication on a complex topic. In summative assessment the candidate could be encouraged to give a detailed oral presentation on any of the topics/issues outlined in the outcomes. The specific skills of using  an appropriate level of vocabulary, consistent spoken language structures and formality, conveying all essential information, opinions, or ideas with supporting detail accurately and coherently, and with varied emphasis as appropriate and responding to others, taking account of their contributions would be developed in an oral presentation or in an oral explanation of a poster exhibition.  A formative assessment could be constructed that would encourage candidates to work in a small group, with a few people contributing to the presentation.

For the Core Skill in Numeracy at SCQF level 5 the skills are: ‘Using Number, apply a range of numerical skills in various everyday situations’ and ‘Using Graphical Information, interpret and communicate graphical information in everyday situations’. In the summative assessment for Outcome 3 candidates must demonstrate competency in a number of data handling techniques including graphs, charts, tables of results, measures of Central Tendency and measures of Dispersion. They also have to solve problems involving one numerical or statistical concept, e.g. negative numbers, quantitative and qualitative data, discrete and continuous data, numbers represented by symbols, a statistical concept such as range decide which operations are to be carried out and the order in which to carry them out. At this level, candidates must show that they can carry out calculations involving four operations, carry out a number of sustained calculations or at least one complex calculation, e.g. a complex statistical calculation such as calculating standard deviation or correlation co-efficient. 

The component, Using Number is embedded in this unit.

For the Core Skill of Information and Communication Technology at SCQF level 5 the skills are: ‘Accessing Information, use ICT independently, effectively, and responsibly to access information within a range of tasks’ and ‘Providing/Creating Information, use ICT independently, effectively, and responsibly to carry out a range of processing tasks’. This Unit can help to develop such skills by the use of mini formative presentations using PowerPoint or other ICT presentation tool that will also support the development of oral communication. A summative assessment using ICT presentation methods is also possible.   Specific areas of accessing information using Internet searches or VLE use and providing and creating information can be developed in such tasks. Creating a Blog or a website for the summative assessment is another way in which this Core Skill can be developed.  This could be used where candidates (and their lecturer) have particular skills and interest in ICT.
Other transferable skills, such as, referencing, citation and bibliography skills and thinking, analytical and critical skills can also be developed in this Unit.  Critical thinking and analytical skills could be developed by posing questions at appropriate points in the delivery, enabling discussion and promoting the need for candidates to take responsibility for learning by encouraging the development of research skills via the Internet or using text books. Referencing, citation and bibliography skills can be developed in formative mini-essays, where candidates are encouraged to reference ideas using a standard referencing system, such as Harvard or APA.
Core Skill Statement – Social Science: Research Issues (Mandatory Unit HND)

This Unit provides a range of opportunities for developing the Core Skills of Communication at SCQF level 6, Working with Others at SCQF level 6 and Information and Communication Technology at SCQF level 5, although there is no automatic certification of Core Skills or Core Skills components. It can also support the development of other transferable skills, such as, essay writing, referencing, citation and bibliography skills and thinking, analytical and critical skills. The extent of development will depend on the learning opportunities chosen by the candidate or the delivery and assessment methods selected by the tutor.
It is possible to develop Communication at SCQF level 6 if the assessment takes the form of an essay/report or oral presentation. For written communication at SCQF level 6 the skill is: produce well structured written communication on complex topics. To develop this skill candidates can be encouraged in both formative and summative assessment to present all essential ideas/information and supporting detail in a logical and effective order; use a structure that is organised and use paragraphing to make distinctions between facts, opinions, arguments and conclusion, use a format, layout, and word choice which are appropriate to the content and context, and use spelling, punctuation, vocabulary and sentence structures which are consistently accurate.  

The candidates could be tasked with producing a written communication which presents, analyses, and evaluates a substantial body of information. These skills can be developed through formative activities, such as shorter essays on each of the key issues/concepts and related theorists, without being formally assessed for certification of Core Skill. The topics that Centres can choose are complex so should easily fit with SCQF level 6.

It is important to develop report writing or essay-writing skills for candidates’ future progression.  In doing this candidates should also be encouraged to use an appropriate referencing method, such as Harvard, for any formative or summative essays. Referencing, citation and bibliography skills are best developed using the vehicle of formative essay writing. 

For oral communication at SCQF level 6 the skill is: produce and respond to oral communication on a complex topic. In both formative and summative assessment the candidate could be encouraged to give a detailed oral presentation on any issue within the unit as these would be sufficiently complex. The specific skills of using  an appropriate level of vocabulary, consistent spoken language structures and formality, conveying all essential information, opinions, or ideas with supporting detail accurately and coherently, and with varied emphasis as appropriate and responding to others, taking account of their contributions would be developed in an oral presentation.  Although a summative assessment would require individual work and individual presentation, a formative assessment could be constructed that would encourage candidates to work in a small group, with a few people contributing to a presentation on one of the key issues/concepts and related theorists. This may allow a candidate to experience the demands of oral presentation before choosing this as an option for summative assessment of the Unit (if the Centre is able to give that choice).

As it is important that candidates recognise the need to use a bibliography (or reference section) in a standard format, such as Harvard, for citation purposes then even oral assessment methods should consider incorporating an appropriate bibliography to encourage development of this skill.  

For the Core Skills of Working with Others at SCQF level 6, the skills are ‘Working Co-operatively with Others’ and ‘Review Co-operative Contribution’. Candidates will be involved in complex interactions. Formative activities could be used to encourage candidates to work co-operatively with others.  A group presentation task or information gathering task could be the basis of developing specific skills relevant to this Core Skill.  It would be appropriate to encourage candidates to reflect on their own contribution to any group activity, whether that is a formative oral presentation or research for a topic or debate, which may be done as a group activity. 

For the Core Skill of Information and Communication Technology at SCQF level 5 the skills are: ‘Accessing Information, use ICT independently, effectively, and responsibly to access information within a range of tasks’ and ‘Providing/Creating Information, use ICT independently, effectively, and responsibly to carry out a range of processing tasks’. This Unit can help to develop such skills by the use of mini formative presentations using PowerPoint or other ICT presentation tool that will also support the development of oral communication. A summative assessment using ICT presentation methods is also possible.   Specific areas of accessing information using Internet searches or VLE use and providing and creating information can be developed in such tasks. Creating a Blog or a website for the summative assessment is another way in which this Core Skill can be developed.  This could be used where candidates (and their lecturer) have particular skills and interest in ICT.
Other transferable skills such as thinking, analytical and critical skills could be developed in this Unit by posing questions at appropriate points in the delivery, enabling discussion and promoting the need for candidates to take responsibility for learning by encouraging the development of research skills via the Internet or using text books.

A UNITS

Core Skill Statement – Economics A (Optional Social Science Unit HNC & HND)

This Unit provides a range of opportunities for developing the Core Skills of Communication at SCQF level 6, Working with Others at SCQF level 5, Numeracy at SCQF level 5, Information and Communication Technology at SCQF level 5 and Problem Solving at SCQF level 6, although there is no automatic certification of Core Skills or Core Skills components. It can also support the development of other transferable skills, such as, essay writing, referencing, citation and bibliography skills and thinking, analytical and critical skills. The extent of development will depend on the learning opportunities chosen by the candidate or the delivery and assessment methods selected by the tutor.
The Core Skill of Communication can be developed through the delivery and assessment of this unit. If the assessment is an essay it may contribute towards the component Written Communication at SCQF level 6. For written communication at SCQF level 6 the skill is: produce well structured written communication on complex topics. In addition, the reading component may be developed through the interpretation of stimulus material. The general skill for this component of communication is ‘Read and understand complex written communication’. Opportunity also exists for the development of the oral component of communication ‘Produce and respond to oral communication on a complex topic’ through oral presentation assessment or by setting tasks for group activity and arranging joint information feedback sessions. 

In both formative and summative assessment the candidate should be encouraged to present all essential ideas/information and supporting detail in a logical and effective order; use a structure that takes account of purpose and audience and links major and minor points in ways which assist the clarity and impact of the writing; use conventions which are effective in achieving the purpose and adapted as necessary for the target audience and use spelling, punctuation and sentence structures which are consistently accurate. These skills can be developed through formative activities, such as short essays, without being formally assessed for Core Skill certification. The topic of examining the key ideas of economic thinkers is complex, so should easily fit with SCQF level 6.

It is important to develop essay-writing skills for candidates’ future progression.  In doing this candidates should also be encouraged to use an appropriate referencing method, such as Harvard or citation, for any formative or summative essays. Referencing, citation and bibliography skills are best developed using the vehicle of formative essay writing.

For the Core Skill of Information and Communication Technology at SCQF level 5 the skills are : ‘Accessing Information, use ICT independently, effectively, and responsibly to access information within a range of tasks’ and ‘Providing/Creating Information, use ICT independently, effectively, and responsibly to carry out a range of processing tasks’. This Unit can help to develop such skills by the use of mini formative presentations using PowerPoint or other ICT presentation tool that will also support the development of oral communication. A summative assessment using ICT presentation methods is also possible.   Specific areas of accessing information using Internet searches or VLE use and providing and creating information can be developed in such tasks. Creating a Blog or a website for the summative assessment is another way in which this Core Skill can be developed.  This could be used where candidates (and their lecturer) have particular skills and interest in ICT.

The Core Skill of Problem Solving can be developed at SCQF level 6 throughout this unit particularly in planning the tasks. Tutors should encourage learners to explore appropriate strategies for managing their time and evaluating the considerable amount of data available on the topics contained in this unit. Tutors may actively choose to further develop this skill by setting tasks for group activity and arranging joint information feedback sessions. This could contribute towards the component Critical Thinking where the general skill of ‘analysing a complex situation or issue’ will be developed, the component Planning and Organising where the general skill of ‘planning, organising and completing a complex task’ and the component Reviewing and Evaluating where the general skill of ‘reviewing and evaluating a complex problem solving activity’ can be developed. This Core Skill could be developed without formal certification. 

The Core Skill of Working with Others can be developed at SCQF level 5. The general skills are ‘Working Co-operatively with Others, in interactions, work with others co-operatively on an activity and/or activities and Reviewing Co-operative Contribution, review work with others in a co-operative activity and/or activities. A tutor could set tasks for group activity and arrange joint information feedback sessions. Candidates could be encouraged to collaborate at the early stages of their search activities for assessment purposes.

The Core Skill of Numeracy at SCQF level 5 can be developed in the following ways.  The component Using Number could be developed without formal certification within the teaching, learning and assessment contributing to Outcome 2. The component Using Graphical Information could be developed.  The general skill of ‘Interpreting and communicating graphical information in everyday situations’ could be developed when considering economic models and statistics. 

Other transferable skills, such as, thinking, analytical and critical skills could be developed in this Unit by posing questions at appropriate points in the delivery, enabling discussion and promoting the need for candidates to take responsibility for learning by encouraging the development of research skills via the Internet or using text books.

Core Skill Statement – Geography A (Optional Social Science Unit HNC & HND)

This Unit provides a range of opportunities for developing the Core Skills of Communication at SCQF level 6 and Information and Communication Technology and Numeracy at SCQF level 5 in this Unit, although there is no automatic certification of Core Skills or Core Skills components. It can also support the development of other transferable skills, such as, essay writing, referencing, citation and bibliography skills and thinking, analytical and critical skills.  The extent of development will depend on the learning opportunities chosen by the candidate or the delivery and assessment methods selected by the tutor.
It is possible to develop Communication at SCQF level 6 if the assessment takes the form of an essay or oral presentation. For written communication at SCQF level 6 the skill is: produce well structured written communication on complex topics. To develop this skill candidates can be encouraged in both formative and summative assessment to present all essential ideas/information and supporting detail in a logical and effective order; use a structure that is organised and use paragraphing to make distinctions between facts, opinions, arguments and conclusion, use a format, layout, and word choice which are appropriate to the content and context, and use spelling, punctuation, vocabulary and sentence structures which are consistently accurate.  It is part of the evidence requirements for the Unit to ensure candidates convey complex ideas in a well-structured and coherent way.  This can be stressed in delivery and in formative work, as well as being considered in summative assessment.  

The candidates could be tasked with producing a written communication which presents, analyses, and evaluates a substantial body of information. These skills can be developed through formative activities, without being formally assessed for certification of the Core Skill. The topic of describing and evaluating strategies for reducing inequalities is complex, so should easily fit with SCQF level 6.

It is important to develop essay-writing skills for candidates’ future progression.  In doing this candidates should also be encouraged to use an appropriate referencing method, such as Harvard, for any formative or summative essays. Referencing, citation and bibliography skills are best developed using the vehicle of formative essay writing. It is part of the summative assessment to have an appropriate bibliography submitted in a standard referencing format.

For oral communication at SCQF level 6 the skill is: produce and respond to oral communication on a complex topic. In both formative and summative assessment the candidate could be encouraged to give a detailed oral presentation on the reasons for inequalities and the strategies to reduce inequality, which would be a complex topic. The specific skills of using an appropriate level of vocabulary, consistent spoken language structures and formality, conveying all essential information, opinions, or ideas with supporting detail accurately and coherently, and with varied emphasis as appropriate and responding to others, taking account of their contributions would be developed in an oral presentation or in an oral explanation of a poster exhibition.  Although a summative assessment would require individual work and individual presentation, a formative assessment could be constructed that would encourage candidates to work in a small group, with a few people contributing to the presentation.  This may allow a candidate to experience the demands of oral presentation before choosing this as an option for summative assessment of the Unit (if the Centre is able to give a choice). 

As it is important that candidates submit a bibliography (or reference section) in a standard format, such as Harvard for the summative assessment, even oral assessment methods should incorporate an appropriate bibliography.

For the Core Skill of Information and Communication Technology at SCQF level 5 the skills are: ‘Accessing Information, use ICT independently, effectively, and responsibly to access information within a range of tasks’ and ‘Providing/Creating Information, use ICT independently, effectively, and responsibly to carry out a range of processing tasks’. This Unit can help to develop such skills by the use of mini formative presentations using PowerPoint or other ICT presentation tool that will also support the development of oral communication. A summative assessment using ICT presentation methods is also possible.   Specific areas of accessing information using Internet searches or VLE use and providing and creating information can be developed in such tasks. Creating a Blog or a website for the summative assessment is another way in which this Core Skill can be developed.  This could be used where candidates (and their lecturer) have particular skills and interest in ICT.
The Core Skill of Numeracy at SCQF level 5 the skills are: Using Number, apply a range of numerical skills in various everyday situations and Using Graphical Information, interpret and communicate graphical information in everyday situations. This unit can help develop such skills when using statistical indicators. These individual indicators often have to be ranked and/or combined to form composite indicators to make illustrating the data on maps simpler. Calculations such as averages may also be calculated to illustrate inequalities. Candidates will also interpret information from tables, graphs, charts and/or diagrams.

Other transferable skills, such as, thinking, analytical and critical skills could be developed in this Unit by posing questions at appropriate points in the delivery, enabling discussion and promoting the need for candidates to take responsibility for learning by encouraging the development of research skills via the Internet or using text books.

Core Skill Statement – History A (Optional Social Science Unit HNC & HND)

This Unit provides a range of opportunities for developing Core Skills of Communication at SCQF level 6, and Information and Communication Technology at SCQF level 5 in this Unit, although there is no automatic certification of Core Skills or Core Skills components.  It can also support the development of other transferable skills, such as, essay writing, referencing, citation and bibliography skills and thinking, analytical and critical skills.  The extent of development will depend on the learning opportunities chosen by the candidate or the delivery and assessment methods selected by the tutor.
It is possible to develop Communication at SCQF level 6 if the assessment takes the form of an essay or oral presentation. For written communication at SCQF level 6 the skill is: produce well structured written communication on complex topics. To develop this skill candidates can be encouraged in both formative and summative assessment to present all essential ideas/information and supporting detail in a logical and effective order; use a structure that is organised and use paragraphing to make distinctions between facts, opinions, arguments and conclusion, use a format, layout, and word choice which are appropriate to the content and context, and use spelling, punctuation, vocabulary and sentence structures which are consistently accurate.  It is part of the evidence requirements for the Unit to ensure candidates convey complex ideas in a well-structured and coherent way.  This can be stressed in delivery and in formative work, as well as being considered in summative assessment.  

The candidates could be tasked with producing a written communication which presents, analyses, and evaluates a substantial body of information.  These skills can be developed through formative activities, such as shorter essays, without being formally assessed for certification of Core Skills.  The task of evaluating and interpreting data from a specified period is complex and therefore should easily fit with SCQF level 6.

It is important to develop essay-writing skills for candidates’ future progression.  In doing this candidates should also be encouraged to use an appropriate referencing method, such as Harvard, for any formative or summative essays. Referencing, citation and bibliography skills are best developed using the vehicle of formative essay writing. It is part of the summative assessment to have an appropriate bibliography submitted in a standard referencing format.

For oral communication at SCQF level 6 the skill is: produce and respond to oral communication on a complex topic. In both formative and summative assessment the candidate could be encouraged to give a detailed oral presentation on evaluating and interpreting data from a specified period, which would be a complex topic. The specific skills of using  an appropriate level of vocabulary, consistent spoken language structures and formality, conveying all essential information, opinions, or ideas with supporting detail accurately and coherently, and with varied emphasis as appropriate and responding to others, taking account of their contributions would be developed in an oral presentation or in an oral explanation of a poster exhibition.  Although a summative assessment would require individual work and individual presentation, a formative assessment could be constructed that would encourage candidates to work in a small group, with a few people contributing to the presentation.  This may allow a candidate to experience the demands of oral presentation before choosing this as an option for summative assessment of the Unit (if the Centre is able to give a choice). 

As it is important that candidates submit a bibliography (or reference section) in a standard format, such as Harvard, for the summative assessment, even oral assessment methods should incorporate an appropriate bibliography.

For the Core Skill of Information and Communication Technology at SCQF level 5 the skills are: ‘Accessing Information, use ICT independently, effectively, and responsibly to access information within a range of tasks’ and ‘Providing/Creating Information, use ICT independently, effectively, and responsibly to carry out a range of processing tasks’. This Unit can help to develop such skills by the use of mini formative presentations using PowerPoint or other ICT presentation tool that will also support the development of oral communication. A summative assessment using ICT presentation methods is also possible.   Specific areas of accessing information using Internet searches or VLE use and providing and creating information can be developed in such tasks. Creating a Blog or a website for the summative assessment is another way in which this Core Skill can be developed.  This could be used where candidates (and their lecturer) have particular skills and interest in ICT.

Thinking, analytical and critical skills could be developed by posing questions at appropriate points in the delivery, enabling discussion and promoting the need for candidates to take responsibility for learning by encouraging the development of research skills via the Internet or using text books.

Core Skill Statement – Philosophy A (Optional Social Science Unit HNC & HND)

This Unit provides a range of opportunities for developing the Core Skills of Communication at SCQF 6 and Information and Communication Technology at SCQF level 5 in this Unit, although there is no automatic certification of Core Skills or Core Skills components.  It can also support the development of other transferable skills, such as, essay writing, referencing, citation and bibliography skills and thinking, analytical and critical skills. The extent of development will depend on the learning opportunities chosen by the candidate or the delivery and assessment methods selected by the tutor.

It is possible to develop Communication at SCQF level 6 if the assessment takes the form of an essay or oral presentation. For written communication at SCQF level 6 the skill is: produce well structured written communication on complex topics. To develop this skill candidates can be encouraged in both formative and summative assessment to present all essential ideas/information and supporting detail in a logical and effective order; use a structure that is organised and use paragraphing to make distinctions between facts, opinions, arguments and conclusion, use a format, layout, and word choice which are appropriate to the content and context, and use spelling, punctuation, vocabulary and sentence structures which are consistently accurate.  

The candidates could be tasked with producing a written communication which presents, analyses, and evaluates a substantial body of information. These skills can be developed through formative activities, such as shorter essays on philosophical debates, without being formally assessed for certification of Core Skill. The topic of describing and evaluating a philosophical debate is complex, so should easily fit with SCQF level 6.

It is important to develop essay-writing skills for candidates’ future progression.  In doing this candidates should also be encouraged to use an appropriate referencing method, such as Harvard, for any formative or summative essays. Referencing, citation and bibliography skills are best developed using the vehicle of formative essay writing.

For oral communication at SCQF level 6 the skill is: produce and respond to oral communication on a complex topic. In both formative and summative assessment the candidate could be encouraged to give a detailed oral presentation on a philosophical debate, which would be a complex topic. The specific skills of using  an appropriate level of vocabulary, consistent spoken language structures and formality, conveying all essential information, opinions, or ideas with supporting detail accurately and coherently, and with varied emphasis as appropriate and responding to others, taking account of their contributions would be developed in an oral presentation or in an oral explanation of a poster exhibition.  Although a summative assessment would require individual work and individual presentation, a formative assessment could be constructed that would encourage candidates to work in a small group, with a few people contributing to the presentation.  This may allow a candidate to experience the demands of oral presentation before choosing this as an option for summative assessment of the Unit (if Centre is able to give a choice).

For the Core Skill of Information and Communication Technology at SCQF level 5 the skills are: ‘Accessing Information, use ICT independently, effectively, and responsibly to access information within a range of tasks’ and ‘Providing/Creating Information, use ICT independently, effectively, and responsibly to carry out a range of processing tasks’. This Unit can help to develop such skills by the use of mini formative presentations using PowerPoint or other ICT presentation tool that will also support the development of oral communication. A summative assessment using ICT presentation methods is also possible.   Specific areas of accessing information using Internet searches or VLE use and providing and creating information can be developed in such tasks. Creating a Blog or a website for the summative assessment is another way in which this Core Skill can be developed.  This could be used where candidates (and their lecturer) have particular skills and interest in ICT.
Thinking, analytical and critical skills could be developed by posing questions at appropriate points in the delivery, enabling discussion and promoting the need for candidates to take responsibility for learning by encouraging the development of research skills via the Internet or using text books.

Core Skill Statement – Politics A (Optional Social Science Unit HNC & HND)

This Unit provides a range of opportunities for developing the Core Skill(s) of Communication at SCQF level 6 in this Unit, and Information and Communication Technology at SCQF level 5 in this Unit, although there is no automatic certification of Core Skills or Core Skills components.  It can also support the development of other transferable skills, such as, essay writing, referencing, citation and bibliography skills and thinking, analytical and critical skills.   The extent of development will depend on the learning opportunities chosen by the candidate or the delivery and assessment methods selected by the tutor.

It is possible to develop Communication at SCQF level 6 if the assessment takes the form of an essay or oral presentation. For written communication at SCQF level 6 the skill is: produce well structured written communication on complex topics. To develop this skill candidates can be encouraged in both formative and summative assessment to present all essential ideas/information and supporting detail in a logical and effective order; use a structure that is organised and use paragraphing to make distinctions between facts, opinions, arguments and conclusion, use a format, layout, and word choice which are appropriate to the content and context, and use spelling, punctuation, vocabulary and sentence structures which are consistently accurate.  It is part of the evidence requirements for the Unit to ensure candidates convey complex ideas in a well-structured and coherent way.  This can be stressed in delivery and in formative work, as well as being considered in summative assessment.  

The candidates could be tasked with producing a written communication which presents, analyses, and evaluates a substantial body of information. These skills can be developed through formative activities, such as shorter essays on a political concept or on a theory of the state, without being formally assessed for certification of Core Skill. The topics covered are complex, so should easily fit with SCQF level 6.

It is important to develop essay-writing skills for candidates’ future progression.  In doing this candidates should also be encouraged to use an appropriate referencing method, such as Harvard, for any formative or summative essays. Referencing, citation and bibliography skills are best developed using the vehicle of formative essay writing. It is part of the summative assessment to have an appropriate bibliography submitted in a standard referencing format.

For oral communication at SCQF level 6 the skill is: produce and respond to oral communication on a complex topic. In both formative and summative assessment the candidate could be encouraged to give a detailed oral presentation on the two political concepts and two theories of state, which would be a complex topic. The specific skills of using  an appropriate level of vocabulary, consistent spoken language structures and formality, conveying all essential information, opinions, or ideas with supporting detail accurately and coherently, and with varied emphasis as appropriate and responding to others, taking account of their contributions would be developed in an oral presentation or in an oral explanation of a poster exhibition.  Although a summative assessment would require individual work and individual presentation, a formative assessment could be constructed that would encourage candidates to work in a small group, with a few people contributing to the presentation.  This may allow a candidate to experience the demands of oral presentation before choosing this as an option for summative assessment of the Unit (if the Centre is able to give a choice).

The Core Skill of Information and Communication Technology at SCQF level 5 the skills are : ‘Accessing Information, use ICT independently, effectively, and responsibly to access information within a range of tasks’ and ‘Providing/Creating Information, use ICT independently, effectively, and responsibly to carry out a range of processing tasks’. This Unit can help to develop such skills by the use of mini formative presentations using PowerPoint or other ICT presentation tool that will also support the development of oral communication. A summative assessment using ICT presentation methods is also possible.   Specific areas of accessing information using Internet searches or VLE use and providing and creating information can be developed in such tasks. Creating a Blog or a website for the summative assessment is another way in which this Core Skill can be developed.  This could be used where candidates (and their lecturer) have particular skills and interest in ICT.

Thinking, analytical and critical skills could be developed by posing questions at appropriate points in the delivery, enabling discussion and promoting the need for candidates to take responsibility for learning by encouraging the development of research skills via the Internet or using text books.

Core Skill Statement – Psychology A (Mandatory Unit HNC & HND)

This Unit provides a range of opportunities for developing the Core Skills of Communication at SCQF 6 and Information Communication Technology at SCQF level 5 in this Unit, although there is no automatic certification of Core Skills or Core Skills components.  It can also support the development of other transferable skills, such as, essay writing, referencing, citation and bibliography skills and thinking, analytical and critical skills. The extent of development will depend on the learning opportunities chosen by the candidate or the delivery and assessment methods selected by the tutor.

It is possible to develop Communication at SCQF level 6 if the assessment takes the form of an essay or oral presentation. For written communication at SCQF level 6 the skill is: produce well structured written communication on complex topics. To develop this skill candidates can be encouraged in both formative and summative assessment to present all essential ideas/information and supporting detail in a logical and effective order; use a structure that is organised and use paragraphing to make distinctions between facts, opinions, arguments and conclusion, use a format, layout, and word choice which are appropriate to the content and context, and use spelling, punctuation, vocabulary and sentence structures which are consistently accurate.  It is part of the evidence requirements for the Unit to ensure candidates convey complex ideas in a well-structured and coherent way.  This can be stressed in delivery and in formative work, as well as being considered in summative assessment.  

The candidates could be tasked with producing a written communication which presents, analyses, and evaluates a substantial body of information. These skills can be developed through formative activities, such as shorter essays on each school of thought or on a major contributor to a school, without being formally assessed for certification of the Core Skill. The topic of describing and evaluating four schools of thought is complex, so should easily fit with SCQF level 6.

It is important to develop essay-writing skills for candidates’ future progression.  In doing this candidates should also be encouraged to use an appropriate referencing method, such as Harvard or APA, for any formative or summative essays. Referencing, citation and bibliography skills are best developed using the vehicle of formative essay writing. It is part of the summative assessment to have an appropriate bibliography submitted in a standard referencing format.

For oral communication at SCQF level 6 the skill is: produce and respond to oral communication on a complex topic. In both formative and summative assessment the candidate could be encouraged to give a detailed oral presentation on the four schools of thought, which would be a complex topic. The specific skills of using  an appropriate level of vocabulary, consistent spoken language structures and formality, conveying all essential information, opinions, or ideas with supporting detail accurately and coherently, and with varied emphasis as appropriate and responding to others, taking account of their contributions would be developed in an oral presentation or in an oral explanation of a poster exhibition.  Although a summative assessment would require individual work and individual presentation, a formative assessment could be constructed that would encourage candidates to work in a small group, with a few people contributing to the presentation.  This may allow a candidate to experience the demands of oral presentation before choosing this as an option for summative assessment of the Unit (if the Centre is able to give a choice). 

As it is important that candidates submit a bibliography (or reference section) in a standard format, such as Harvard or APA, for the summative assessment, even oral assessment methods should incorporate an appropriate bibliography.

For the Core Skill of Information and Communication Technology at SCQF level 5 the skills are: ‘Accessing Information, use ICT independently, effectively, and responsibly to access information within a range of tasks’ and ‘Providing/Creating Information, use ICT independently, effectively, and responsibly to carry out a range of processing tasks’. This Unit can help to develop such skills by the use of mini formative presentations using PowerPoint or other ICT presentation tool that will also support the development of oral communication. A summative assessment using ICT presentation methods is also possible.   Specific areas of accessing information using Internet searches or VLE use and providing and creating information can be developed in such tasks. Creating a Blog or a website for the summative assessment is another way in which this Core Skill can be developed.  This could be used where candidates (and their lecturer) have particular skills and interest in ICT.
Thinking, analytical and critical skills could be developed by posing questions at appropriate points in the delivery, enabling discussion and promoting the need for candidates to take responsibility for learning by encouraging the development of research skills via the Internet or using text books.

Core Skill Statement – Sociology A (Mandatory Unit HNC & HND)

This Unit provides a range of opportunities for developing the Core Skills of Communication at SCQF 6 and Information and Communication Technology at SCQF level 5 in this Unit, although there is no automatic certification of Core Skills or Core Skills components. It can also support the development of other transferable skills, such as, essay writing, referencing, citation and bibliography skills and thinking, analytical and critical skills. The extent of development will depend on the learning opportunities chosen by the candidate or the delivery and assessment methods selected by the tutor.

It is possible to develop Communication at SCQF level 6 if the assessment takes the form of an essay or oral presentation. For written communication at SCQF level 6 the skill is: produce well structured written communication on complex topics. To develop this skill candidates can be encouraged in both formative and summative assessment to present all essential ideas/information and supporting detail in a logical and effective order; use a structure that is organised and use paragraphing to make distinctions between facts, opinions, arguments and conclusion, use a format, layout, and word choice which are appropriate to the content and context, and use spelling, punctuation, vocabulary and sentence structures which are consistently accurate.  

The candidates could be tasked with producing a written communication which presents, analyses, and evaluates a substantial body of information. These skills can be developed through formative activities, such as shorter essays and presentations without being formally assessed for certification of Core Skill. Communicating the foundation of sociology, Mills’ sociological imagination, an evaluation of macro and micro models of society and the application of sociological concepts require communication, critical and evaluation skills that easily fit with SCQF level 6.

It is important to develop essay-writing skills for candidates’ future progression.  In doing this candidates should also be encouraged to use an appropriate referencing method, such as Harvard, for any formative or summative essays. Referencing, citation and bibliography skills are best developed using the vehicle of formative essay writing.

For oral communication at SCQF level 6 the skill is: produce and respond to oral communication on a complex topic. In both formative and summative assessment the candidate could be encouraged to give a detailed oral presentation on the foundation of sociology and the application of sociological concepts to human behaviour and society would be a complex topic. The specific skills of using  an appropriate level of vocabulary, consistent spoken language structures and formality, conveying all essential information, opinions, or ideas with supporting detail accurately and coherently, and with varied emphasis as appropriate and responding to others, taking account of their contributions would be developed in an oral presentation or in an oral explanation of a poster exhibition.  Although a summative assessment would require individual work and individual presentation, a formative assessment could be constructed that would encourage candidates to work in a small group, with a few people contributing to the presentation.  This may allow a candidate to experience the demands of oral presentation before choosing this as an option for summative assessment of the Unit (if Centre is able to give that choice).

For the Core Skill of Information and Communication Technology at SCQF level 5 the skills are: ‘Accessing Information, use ICT independently, effectively, and responsibly to access information within a range of tasks’ and ‘Providing/Creating Information, use ICT independently, effectively, and responsibly to carry out a range of processing tasks’. This Unit can help to develop such skills by the use of mini formative presentations using PowerPoint or other ICT presentation tool that will also support the development of oral communication. A summative assessment using ICT presentation methods is also possible.   Specific areas of accessing information using Internet searches or VLE use and providing and creating information can be developed in such tasks. Creating a Blog or a website for the summative assessment is another way in which this Core Skill can be developed.  This could be used where candidates (and their lecturer) have particular skills and interest in ICT.
Thinking, analytical and critical skills could be developed by posing questions at appropriate points in the delivery, enabling discussion and promoting the need for candidates to take responsibility for learning by encouraging the development of research skills via the Internet or using text books.

B UNITS
Core Skill Statement - Economics B (Optional Social Science Unit HNC & HND)

This Unit provides a range of opportunities for developing the Core Skill of Communication at SCQF level 6, Working with Others at SCQF level 5, Numeracy at SCQF level 5, Information and Communication Technology at SCQF level 5 and Problem Solving at SCQF level 6 in this Unit, although there is no automatic certification of Core Skills or Core Skills components. It can also support the development of other transferable skills, such as, essay writing, referencing, citation and bibliography skills and thinking, analytical and critical skills. The extent of development will depend on the learning opportunities chosen by the candidate or the delivery and assessment methods selected by the tutor.

The Core Skill of Communication can be developed through the delivery and assessment of this unit. If the assessment for Outcome 3 is an essay it may contribute towards the component Written Communication at SCQF level 6. For written communication at SCQF level 6 the skill is: produce well structured written communication on complex topics. In addition, the reading component may be developed through the interpretation of stimulus material. The general skill for this component of communication is ‘Read and understand complex written communication’. Opportunity also exists for the development of the oral component of communication ‘Produce and respond to oral communication on a complex topic’ through oral presentation assessment or by setting tasks for group activity and arranging joint information feedback sessions. 

In both formative and summative assessment the candidate should be encouraged to present all essential ideas/information and supporting detail in a logical and effective order; use a structure that takes account of purpose and audience and links major and minor points in ways which assist the clarity and impact of the writing; use conventions which are effective in achieving the purpose and adapted as necessary for the target audience and use spelling, punctuation and sentence structures which are consistently accurate. These skills can be developed through formative activities, such as short essays, without being formally assessed for Core Skill certification. The topics under examination in this unit are sufficiently complex to fit with SCQF level 6.

It is important to develop essay-writing skills for candidates’ future progression.  In doing this candidates should also be encouraged to use an appropriate referencing method, such as Harvard or citation, for any formative or summative essays. Referencing, citation and bibliography skills are best developed using the vehicle of formative essay writing.

For the Core Skill of Information and Communication Technology at SCQF level 5 the skills are: ‘Accessing Information, use ICT independently, effectively, and responsibly to access information within a range of tasks’ and ‘Providing/Creating Information, use ICT independently, effectively, and responsibly to carry out a range of processing tasks’. This Unit can help to develop such skills by the use of mini formative presentations using PowerPoint or other ICT presentation tool that will also support the development of oral communication. A summative assessment using ICT presentation methods is also possible.   Specific areas of accessing information using Internet searches or VLE use and providing and creating information can be developed in such tasks. Creating a Blog or a website for the summative assessment is another way in which this Core Skill can be developed.  This could be used where candidates (and their lecturer) have particular skills and interest in ICT.

The Core Skill of Problem Solving can be developed at SCQF level 6 throughout this unit particularly in planning the tasks. Tutors should encourage learners to explore appropriate strategies for managing their time and evaluating the considerable amount of data available on the topics contained in this unit. Tutors may actively choose to further develop this skill by setting tasks for group activity and arranging joint information feedback sessions. This could contribute towards the component Critical Thinking where the general skill of ‘analysing a complex situation or issue’ will be developed, the component Planning and Organising where the general skill of ‘planning, organising and completing a complex task’ and the component Reviewing and Evaluating where the general skill of ‘reviewing and evaluating a complex problem solving activity’ can be developed. This Core Skill could be developed without formal certification. 

The Core Skill of Working with Others can be developed at SCQF level 5. The general skills are ‘Working Co-operatively with Others, in interactions, work with others co-operatively on an activity and/or activities and Reviewing Co-operative Contribution, review work with others in a co-operative activity and/or activities. A tutor could set tasks for group activity and arrange joint information feedback sessions. Candidates could be encouraged to collaborate at the early stages of their search activities for assessment purposes.

The Core Skill of Numeracy at SCQF level 5 can be developed in the following ways.  The component Using Number could be developed without formal certification within the teaching, learning and assessment contributing to Outcome 2. The component Using Graphical Information could be developed.  The general skill of ‘Interpreting and communicating graphical information in everyday situations’ could be developed when teaching all three outcomes.

Thinking, analytical and critical skills could be developed by posing questions at appropriate points in the delivery, enabling discussion and promoting the need for candidates to take responsibility for learning by encouraging the development of research skills via the Internet or using text books.
Core Skill Statement – Geography B (Optional Social Science Unit HNC & HND)

This Unit provides a range of opportunities for developing the Core Skills of Communication at SCQF level 6, Working with Others at SCQF level 6, Numeracy at SCQF level 5 and Information and Communication Technology at SCQF level 5 in this Unit although there is no automatic certification of Core Skills or Core Skills components. It can also support the development of other transferable skills, such as, essay writing, referencing, citation and bibliography skills and thinking, analytical and critical skills. The extent of development will depend on the learning opportunities chosen by the candidate or the delivery and assessment methods selected by the tutor.

It is possible to develop Communication at SCQF level 6 if the assessment takes the form of an essay/report or oral presentation. For written communication at SCQF level 6 the skill is: produce well structured written communication on complex topics. To develop this skill candidates can be encouraged in both formative and summative assessment to present all essential ideas/information and supporting detail in a logical and effective order; use a structure that is organised and use paragraphing to make distinctions between facts, opinions, arguments and conclusion, use a format, layout, and word choice which are appropriate to the content and context, and use spelling, punctuation, vocabulary and sentence structures which are consistently accurate.

The candidates could be tasked with producing a written communication which presents, analyses, and evaluates a substantial body of information. These skills can be developed through formative activities, such as shorter essays on each theme (urban growth/change, problems etc) without being formally assessed for certification of Core Skill. 

The case studies that Centres can choose are complex so should easily fit with SCQF level 6.

It is important to develop report writing or essay-writing skills for candidates’ future progression.  In doing this candidates should also be encouraged to use an appropriate referencing method, such as Harvard, for any formative or summative essays. Referencing, citation and bibliography skills are best developed using the vehicle of formative essay writing.  The assessment for Outcomes 2 and 3 could be a written report that would be to a prescribed format but would include the need for referencing and citation skills. 

For oral communication at SCQF level 6 the skill is: produce and respond to oral communication on a complex topic. In both formative and summative assessment the candidate could be encouraged to give a detailed oral presentation on the aspects chosen for summative assessment of Outcome 1 or another aspect which could be used as formative work, as these would be sufficiently complex. The specific skills of using  an appropriate level of vocabulary, consistent spoken language structures and formality, conveying all essential information, opinions, or ideas with supporting detail accurately and coherently, and with varied emphasis as appropriate and responding to others, taking account of their contributions would be developed in an oral presentation.  Although a summative assessment would require individual work and individual presentation, a formative assessment could be constructed that would encourage candidates to work in a small group, with a few people contributing to the presentation. This could be on a particular location/city, with associated research, a particular subtopic or for a whole topic. This may allow a candidate to experience the demands of oral presentation before choosing this as an option for summative assessment of the Unit (if the Centre is able to give that choice).

As it is important that candidates submit a bibliography (or reference section) in a standard format, such as Harvard, for the summative assessment, even oral assessment methods should incorporate an appropriate bibliography.

For the Core Skill of Information and Communication Technology at SCQF level 5 the skills are: ‘Accessing Information, use ICT independently, effectively, and responsibly to access information within a range of tasks’ and ‘Providing/Creating Information, use ICT independently, effectively, and responsibly to carry out a range of processing tasks’. This Unit can help to develop such skills by the use of mini formative presentations using PowerPoint or other ICT presentation tool that will also support the development of oral communication.  Specific areas of accessing information using Internet searches or VLE use and providing and creating information can be developed in such tasks. Analysing data for the case studies in Outcomes 2 and 3 could be done using software, such as Excel Spreadsheets.

For the Core Skill of Numeracy at SCQF level 5 the skills are: ‘Using Number, apply a range of numerical skills in various everyday situations’ and ‘Using Graphical Information, interpret and communicate graphical information in everyday situations’.  The case studies for Outcomes 2 and 3 lend themselves well to development of Numeracy at SCQF level 5.  Candidates can be given sample calculations to work out and data presented in tables and graphs to analyse as formative work.  It is possible to develop these skills alongside the work done for the Unit ‘Research and Methodology’, where calculations are part of the knowledge and skills developed. As part of the summative assessment candidates may have to work with statistical data, carry out calculations, present information in graphical form and draw conclusions based statistical information

For the Core Skills of Working with Others at SCQF level 6, the skills are ‘Working Co-operatively with Others, in complex interactions, work with others co-operatively on an activity and/or activities’, and ‘Review Co-operative Contribution, review work with others in a co-operative activity and/or activities’.  Candidates will be involved in complex interactions, work with others co-operatively on an activity and/or activities, particularly researching particular case study material, which can be done as a group (although the reporting should be done individually to ensure each candidate meets all evidence requirements).  It would be appropriate to encourage candidates to reflect on their own contribution to any group activity, either for formative or summative assessment.

Thinking, analytical and critical skills could be developed by posing questions at appropriate points in the delivery, enabling discussion and promoting the need for candidates to take responsibility for learning by encouraging the development of research skills via the Internet or using text books.

Core Skill Statement - History B (Optional Social Science Unit HNC & HND)

This Unit provides a range of opportunities for developing the Core Skills of Communication at SCQF level 6, and Information and Communication Technology at SCQF level 5 in this Unit, although there is no automatic certification of Core Skills or Core Skills components. It can also support the development of other transferable skills, such as, essay writing, referencing, citation and bibliography skills and thinking, analytical and critical skills. The extent of development will depend on the learning opportunities chosen by the candidate or the delivery and assessment methods selected by the tutor.

It is possible to develop Communication at SCQF level 6 if the assessment takes the form of an essay or oral presentation. For written communication at SCQF level 6 the skill is: produce well structured written communication on complex topics. To develop this skill candidates can be encouraged in both formative and summative assessment to present all essential ideas/information and supporting detail in a logical and effective order; use a structure that is organised and use paragraphing to make distinctions between facts, opinions, arguments and conclusion, use a format, layout, and word choice which are appropriate to the content and context, and use spelling, punctuation, vocabulary and sentence structures which are consistently accurate.  It is part of the evidence requirements for the Unit to ensure candidates convey complex ideas in a well-structured and coherent way.  This can be stressed in delivery and in formative work, as well as being considered in summative assessment.  

The candidates could be tasked with producing a written communication which presents, analyses, and evaluates a substantial body of information.  These skills can be developed through formative activities, such as shorter essays, without being formally assessed for certification of Core Skills.  The task of evaluating and interpreting data from a specified period is complex and therefore should easily fit with SCQF level 6.

It is important to develop essay-writing skills for candidates’ future progression.  In doing this candidates should also be encouraged to use an appropriate referencing method, such as Harvard, for any formative or summative essays. Referencing, citation and bibliography skills are best developed using the vehicle of formative essay writing. It is part of the summative assessment to have an appropriate bibliography submitted in a standard referencing format.

For oral communication at SCQF level 6 the skill is: produce and respond to oral communication on a complex topic. In both formative and summative assessment the candidate could be encouraged to give a detailed oral presentation on evaluating and interpreting data from a specified period, which would be a complex topic. The specific skills of using  an appropriate level of vocabulary, consistent spoken language structures and formality, conveying all essential information, opinions, or ideas with supporting detail accurately and coherently, and with varied emphasis as appropriate and responding to others, taking account of their contributions would be developed in an oral presentation or in an oral explanation of a poster exhibition.  Although a summative assessment would require individual work and individual presentation, a formative assessment could be constructed that would encourage candidates to work in a small group, with a few people contributing to the presentation.  This may allow a candidate to experience the demands of oral presentation before choosing this as an option for summative assessment of the Unit (if the Centre is able to give that choice). 

As it is important that candidates submit a bibliography (or reference section) in a standard format, such as Harvard, for the summative assessment, even oral assessment methods should incorporate an appropriate bibliography.

For the Core Skill of Information and Communication Technology at SCQF level 5 the skills are: ‘Accessing Information, use ICT independently, effectively, and responsibly to access information within a range of tasks’ and ‘Providing/Creating Information, use ICT independently, effectively, and responsibly to carry out a range of processing tasks’. This Unit can help to develop such skills by the use of mini formative presentations using PowerPoint or other ICT presentation tool that will also support the development of oral communication. A summative assessment using ICT presentation methods is also possible.   Specific areas of accessing information using Internet searches or VLE use and providing and creating information can be developed in such tasks. Creating a Blog or a website for the summative assessment is another way in which this Core Skill can be developed.  This could be used where candidates (and their lecturer) have particular skills and interest in ICT.

Thinking, analytical and critical skills could be developed by posing questions at appropriate points in the delivery, enabling discussion and promoting the need for candidates to take responsibility for learning by encouraging the development of research skills via the Internet or using text books.

Core Skill Statement - Philosophy B (Optional Social Science Unit HNC & HND)

This Unit provides a range of opportunities for developing the Core Skills of Communication at SCQF 6 and ICT at SCQF level 5 in this Unit, although there is no automatic certification of Core Skills or Core Skills components. It can also support the development of other transferable skills, such as, essay writing, referencing, citation and bibliography skills and thinking, analytical and critical skills. The extent of development will depend on the learning opportunities chosen by the candidate or the delivery and assessment methods selected by the tutor.

It is possible to develop Communication at SCQF level 6 if the assessment takes the form of an essay or oral presentation. For written communication at SCQF level 6 the skill is: produce well structured written communication on complex topics. To develop this skill candidates can be encouraged in both formative and summative assessment to present all essential ideas/information and supporting detail in a logical and effective order; use a structure that is organised and use paragraphing to make distinctions between facts, opinions, arguments and conclusion, use a format, layout, and word choice which are appropriate to the content and context, and use spelling, punctuation, vocabulary and sentence structures which are consistently accurate.  

The candidates could be tasked with producing a written communication which presents, analyses, and evaluates a substantial body of information. These skills can be developed through formative activities, such as shorter essays on specific arguments in a philosophical text, without being formally assessed for certification of the Core Skill. The task of comparing and evaluating two texts is complex, so should easily fit with SCQF level 6.

It is important to develop essay-writing skills for candidates’ future progression.  In doing this candidates should also be encouraged to use an appropriate referencing method, such as Harvard, for any formative or summative essays. Referencing, citation and bibliography skills are best developed using the vehicle of formative essay writing.

For oral communication at SCQF level 6 the skill is: produce and respond to oral communication on a complex topic. In both formative and summative assessment the candidate could be encouraged to give a detailed oral presentation on the two texts, which would be a complex topic. The specific skills of using  an appropriate level of vocabulary, consistent spoken language structures and formality, conveying all essential information, opinions, or ideas with supporting detail accurately and coherently, and with varied emphasis as appropriate and responding to others, taking account of their contributions would be developed in an oral presentation or in an oral explanation of a poster exhibition.  Although a summative assessment would require individual work and individual presentation, a formative assessment could be constructed that would encourage candidates to work in a small group, with a few people contributing to the presentation.  This may allow a candidate to experience the demands of oral presentation before choosing this as an option for summative assessment of the Unit (if Centre is able to give a choice).

For the Core Skill of Information and Communication Technology at SCQF level 5 the skills are: ‘Accessing Information, use ICT independently, effectively, and responsibly to access information within a range of tasks’ and ‘Providing/Creating Information, use ICT independently, effectively, and responsibly to carry out a range of processing tasks’. This Unit can help to develop such skills by the use of mini formative presentations using PowerPoint or other ICT presentation tool that will also support the development of oral communication. A summative assessment using ICT presentation methods is also possible.   Specific areas of accessing information using Internet searches or VLE use and providing and creating information can be developed in such tasks. Creating a Blog or a website for the summative assessment is another way in which this Core Skill can be developed.  This could be used where candidates (and their lecturer) have particular skills and interest in ICT.
Thinking, analytical and critical skills could be developed by posing questions at appropriate points in the delivery, enabling discussion and promoting the need for candidates to take responsibility for learning by encouraging the development of research skills via the Internet or using text books.

Core Skill Statement - Politics B (Optional Social Science Unit HNC & HND)

This Unit provides a range of opportunities for developing the Core Skills of Communication at SCQF level 6 in this Unit, and Information and Communication Technology at SCQF level 5 in this Unit, although there is no automatic certification of Core Skills or Core Skills components. It can also support the development of other transferable skills, such as, essay writing, referencing, citation and bibliography skills and thinking, analytical and critical skills. The extent of development will depend on the learning opportunities chosen by the candidate or the delivery and assessment methods selected by the tutor.

It is possible to develop Communication at SCQF level 6 level if the assessment takes the form of an essay/report or oral presentation. For written communication at SCQF level 6 the skill is: produce well structured written communication on complex topics. To develop this skill candidates can be encouraged in both formative and summative assessment to present all essential ideas/information and supporting detail in a logical and effective order; use a structure that is organised and use paragraphing to make distinctions between facts, opinions, arguments and conclusion, use a format, layout, and word choice which are appropriate to the content and context, and use spelling, punctuation, vocabulary and sentence structures which are consistently accurate.  It is part of the evidence requirements for Outcome 2 to ensure candidates convey complex ideas in a well-structured and coherent way.  This can be stressed in delivery and in formative work, as well as being considered in summative assessment.  

The candidates could be tasked with producing a written communication which presents, analyses, and evaluates a substantial body of information. These skills can be developed through formative activities, such as shorter essays on each topic, without being formally assessed for certification of Core Skill. The topics that Centres can choose are complex so should easily fit with SCQF level 6.

It is important to develop report writing or essay-writing skills for candidates’ future progression.  In doing this candidates should also be encouraged to use an appropriate referencing method, such as Harvard, for any formative or summative essays. Referencing, citation and bibliography skills are best developed using the vehicle of formative essay writing.  The Assessment for Outcome 2 could be a written report that would be to a prescribed format but would include the need for referencing and citation skills. 

For oral communication at SCQF level 6 the skill is: produce and respond to oral communication on a complex topic. In the summative assessment for Outcome 2 the candidate could be encouraged to give a detailed oral presentation on the analysis and evaluation of the concepts: unionism, devolution and separatism in relation to Scotland’s constitutional position, which would be a complex topic. The specific skills of using  an appropriate level of vocabulary, consistent spoken language structures and formality, conveying all essential information, opinions, or ideas with supporting detail accurately and coherently, and with varied emphasis as appropriate and responding to others, taking account of their contributions would be developed in an oral presentation. Although a summative assessment would require individual work and individual presentation, a formative assessment could be constructed that would encourage candidates to work in a small group, with a few people contributing to the presentation.  This may allow a candidate to experience the demands of oral presentation before choosing this as an option for summative assessment of the Unit (if Centre is able to give a choice).

For the Core Skill of Information and Communication Technology at SCQF level 5 the skills are: ‘Accessing Information, use ICT independently, effectively, and responsibly to access information within a range of tasks’ and ‘Providing/Creating Information, use ICT independently, effectively, and responsibly to carry out a range of processing tasks’. This Unit can help to develop such skills by the use of mini formative presentations using PowerPoint or other ICT presentation tool that will also support the development of oral communication. A summative assessment using ICT presentation methods is also possible.   Specific areas of accessing information using Internet searches or VLE use and providing and creating information can be developed in such tasks. Thinking, analytical and critical skills could be developed by posing questions at appropriate points in the delivery, enabling discussion and promoting the need for candidates to take responsibility for learning by encouraging the development of research skills via the Internet or using text books.

Thinking, analytical and critical skills could be developed by posing questions at appropriate points in the delivery, enabling discussion and promoting the need for candidates to take responsibility for learning by encouraging the development of research skills via the Internet or using text books.

Core Skill Statement - Psychology B (Optional Social Science Unit HNC & HND)

This Unit provides a range of opportunities for developing the Core Skills of Communication at SCQF level 6, Working With Others at SCQF level 6, Numeracy at SCQF level 5, Information and Communication Technology at SCQF level 5 and Problem Solving at SCQF level 6 in this Unit, although there is no automatic certification of Core Skills or Core Skills components.  It can also support the development of other transferable skills, such as, essay writing, referencing, citation and bibliography skills and thinking, analytical and critical skills. The extent of development will depend on the learning opportunities chosen by the candidate or the delivery and assessment methods selected by the tutor.

It is possible to develop Communication at SCQF level 6 if the assessment takes the form of an essay/report or oral presentation. For written communication at SCQF level 6 the skill is: produce well structured written communication on complex topics. To develop this skill candidates can be encouraged in both formative and summative assessment to present all essential ideas/information and supporting detail in a logical and effective order; use a structure that is organised and use paragraphing to make distinctions between facts, opinions, arguments and conclusion, use a format, layout, and word choice which are appropriate to the content and context, and use spelling, punctuation, vocabulary and sentence structures which are consistently accurate.  It is part of the evidence requirements for Outcome 2 to ensure candidates convey complex ideas in a well-structured and coherent way.  This can be stressed in delivery and in formative work, as well as being considered in summative assessment.  

The candidates could be tasked with producing a written communication which presents, analyses, and evaluates a substantial body of information. These skills can be developed through formative activities, such as shorter essays on each topic or on a major theorist, without being formally assessed for certification of the Core Skill. The topics that Centres can choose are complex so should easily fit with SCQF level 6.

It is important to develop report writing or essay-writing skills for candidates’ future progression.  In doing this candidates should also be encouraged to use an appropriate referencing method, such as Harvard or APA, for any formative or summative essays. Referencing, citation and bibliography skills are best developed using the vehicle of formative essay writing.  The Assessment for Outcome 2 could be a written report that would be to a prescribed format but would include the need for referencing and citation skills. 

For oral communication at SCQF level 6 the skill is: produce and respond to oral communication on a complex topic. In both formative and summative assessment the candidate could be encouraged to give a detailed oral presentation on the topic chosen for summative assessment of Outcome 1 or another topic, which could be used as formative work, as these would be sufficiently complex. The specific skills of using  an appropriate level of vocabulary, consistent spoken language structures and formality, conveying all essential information, opinions, or ideas with supporting detail accurately and coherently, and with varied emphasis as appropriate and responding to others, taking account of their contributions would be developed in an oral presentation.  Although a summative assessment would require individual work and individual presentation, a formative assessment could be constructed that would encourage candidates to work in a small group, with a few people contributing to the presentation. This could be on a particular theory, with associated research, a particular sub-topic or for a whole topic. This may allow a candidate to experience the demands of oral presentation before choosing this as an option for summative assessment of the Unit (if the Centre is able to give that choice).

As it is important that candidates submit a bibliography (or reference section) in a standard format, such as Harvard or APA, for the summative assessment, even oral assessment methods should incorporate an appropriate bibliography.

For the Core Skill of Information and Communication Technology at SCQF level 5 the skills are: ‘Accessing Information, use ICT independently, effectively, and responsibly to access information within a range of tasks’ and ‘Providing/Creating Information, use ICT independently, effectively, and responsibly to carry out a range of processing tasks’. This Unit can help to develop such skills by the use of mini formative presentations using PowerPoint or other ICT presentation tool that will also support the development of oral communication. A summative assessment using ICT presentation methods is also possible.   Specific areas of accessing information using Internet searches or VLE use and providing and creating information can be developed in such tasks. Creating a Blog or a website for the summative assessment is another way in which this Core Skill can be developed.  This could be used where candidates (and their lecturer) have particular skills and interest in ICT.
For the Core Skill of Numeracy at SCQF level 5 the skills are: ‘Using Number, apply a range of numerical skills in various everyday situations’ and ‘Using Graphical Information, interpret and communicate graphical information in everyday situations’.  The research investigation for Outcome 2 lends itself well to development of Numeracy at SCQF level 5.  Candidates can be given sample calculations to work out and data presented in tables and graphs to analyse as formative work.  It is possible to develop these skills alongside the work done for the Unit ‘Research and Methodology’, where calculations are part of the knowledge and skills developed. As part of the summative assessment candidates will have to work with statistical data, carry out calculations, present information in graphical form and draw conclusions based on collated data.

For the Core Skill of Working with Others at SCQF level 6, the skills are ‘Working Co-operatively with Others’, ‘Review Co-operative Contribution’.  Candidates will be involved in complex interactions, work with others co-operatively on an activity and/or activities, particularly the research investigation, which can be done as a group (although the reporting should be done individually to ensure each candidate meets all evidence requirements).  It would be appropriate to encourage candidates to reflect on their own contribution to any group activity, whether that is a formative oral presentation on a topic or the research investigation for summative assessment.

For the Core Skill of Problem Solving at SCQF level 6 the skills are: ‘Critical Thinking’ and ‘Planning and Organising’ and ‘Reviewing and Evaluating’.  This Core Skill can be developed particularly the planning of Outcome 2, which involves planning, organising and carrying out a research task.  Tutors should encourage learners to explore appropriate strategies for managing their time and evaluating the considerable amount of data available on the complex topic chosen for the research. Tutors may actively choose to further develop this skill by setting this task as a group activity and arranging joint information feedback sessions.  Part of the Outcome 2 assessment task is to review and evaluate the work carried out, with a view to suggesting improvements.  This fits well with the development of ‘Reviewing and Evaluating’ skills. Thinking, analytical and critical skills could be developed by posing questions at appropriate points in the delivery, enabling discussion and promoting the need for candidates to take responsibility for learning by encouraging the development of research skills via the Internet or using text books. This would contribute towards the component Critical Thinking where the general skill of analysing a complex situation or issue will be developed. This Core Skill could be developed without formal certification.

Core Skill Statement - Sociology B (Mandatory Unit HNC & HND)

This Unit provides a range of opportunities for developing the Core Skills of Communication at SCQF level 6, Working with Others at SCQF level 6, Information and Communication Technology at SCQF level 5 and Problem Solving at SCQF level 6 in this Unit, although there is no automatic certification of Core Skills or Core Skills components. It can also support the development of other transferable skills, such as, essay writing, referencing, citation and bibliography skills and thinking, analytical and critical skills. The extent of development will depend on the learning opportunities chosen by the candidate or the delivery and assessment methods selected by the tutor.

It is possible to develop Communication at SCQF level 6 if the assessment takes the form of an essay/report or oral presentation. For written communication at SCQF level 6 the skill is: produce well structured written communication on complex topics. To develop this skill candidates can be encouraged in both formative and summative assessment to present all essential ideas/information and supporting detail in a logical and effective order; use a structure that is organised and use paragraphing to make distinctions between facts, opinions, arguments and conclusion, use a format, layout, and word choice which are appropriate to the content and context, and use spelling, punctuation, vocabulary and sentence structures which are consistently accurate.  Candidates should convey complex ideas in a well-structured and coherent way.  This can be stressed in delivery and in formative work, as well as being considered in summative assessment.  

The candidates could be tasked with producing a written communication which presents, analyses, and evaluates a substantial body of information. These skills can be developed through formative activities, such as shorter essays on each topic or on a major theorist, without being formally assessed for certification of Core Skill. The topics that Centres can choose are complex so should easily fit with SCQF level 6.

It is important to develop report writing or essay-writing skills for candidates’ future progression.  In doing this candidates should also be encouraged to use an appropriate referencing method, such as Harvard, for any formative or summative essays. Referencing, citation and bibliography skills are best developed using the vehicle of formative essay writing.  

For oral communication at SCQF level 6 the skill is: produce and respond to oral communication on a complex topic. In both formative and summative assessment the candidate could be encouraged to give a detailed oral presentation on the topic chosen for summative closed book assessment which could be used as formative work, as these would be sufficiently complex. The specific skills of using  an appropriate level of vocabulary, consistent spoken language structures and formality, conveying all essential information, opinions, or ideas with supporting detail accurately and coherently, and with varied emphasis as appropriate and responding to others, taking account of their contributions would be developed in an oral presentation.  Although a summative assessment would require individual work and individual presentation, a formative assessment could be constructed that would encourage candidates to work in a small group, with a few people contributing to the presentation. This could be on a particular theory, with associated study, a particular subtopic or for a whole topic. This may allow a candidate to experience the demands of oral presentation before choosing this as an option for summative assessment of the Unit (if the Centre is able to give that choice).

As it is important that candidates submit a bibliography (or reference section) in a standard format, such as Harvard, for the summative assessment, even oral assessment methods should incorporate an appropriate bibliography.

For the Core Skill of Information and Communication Technology at SCQF level 5 the skills are: ‘Accessing Information, use ICT independently, effectively, and responsibly to access information within a range of tasks’ and ‘Providing/Creating Information, use ICT independently, effectively, and responsibly to carry out a range of processing tasks’. This Unit can help to develop such skills by the use of mini formative presentations using PowerPoint or other ICT presentation tool that will also support the development of oral communication. A summative assessment using ICT presentation methods is also possible.   Specific areas of accessing information using Internet searches or VLE use and providing and creating information can be developed in such tasks. Creating a Blog or a website for the summative assessment is another way in which this Core Skill can be developed.  This could be used where candidates (and their lecturer) have particular skills and interest in ICT.
The Core Skill of Problem Solving can be developed at SCQF level 6 throughout this unit particularly in planning the tasks. Tutors should encourage learners to explore appropriate strategies for managing their time and evaluating the considerable amount of data available on the topics contained in this unit. Tutors may actively choose to further develop this skill by setting tasks for group activity and arranging joint information feedback sessions. This could contribute towards the component Critical Thinking where the general skill of ‘analysing a complex situation or issue’ will be developed, the component Planning and Organising where the general skill of ‘planning, organising and completing a complex task’ and the component Reviewing and Evaluating where the general skill of ‘reviewing and evaluating a complex problem solving activity’ can be developed. This Core Skill could be developed without formal certification. 

For the Core Skills of Working with Others at SCQF level 6, the skills are ‘Working Co-operatively with Others’, ‘Review Co-operative Contribution’.  Candidates will be involved in complex interactions, work with others co-operatively on an activity and/or activities, which can be done as a group (although the reporting should be done individually to ensure each candidate meets all evidence requirements).  It would be appropriate to encourage candidates to reflect on their own contribution to any group activity, whether that is a formative oral presentation on a topic or the research investigation for summative assessment.

Thinking, analytical and critical skills could be developed by posing questions at appropriate points in the delivery, enabling discussion and promoting the need for candidates to take responsibility for learning by encouraging the development of research skills via the Internet or using text books.

C UNITS

Core Skill Statement - Economics C (Optional Social Science Unit HNC & HND)

This unit provides a range of opportunities for developing the Core Skills of Communication at SCQF level 6, Working With Others at SCQF level 6, Information and Communication Technology at SCQF level 5, Numeracy at SCQF level 5 and Problem Solving at SCQF level 6 in this Unit, although there is no automatic certification of Core Skills or Core Skills components. It can also support the development of other transferable skills, such as, essay writing, referencing, citation and bibliography skills and thinking, analytical and critical skills. The extent of development will depend on the learning opportunities chosen by the candidate or the delivery and assessment methods selected by the tutor.

It is possible to develop Communication at SCQF level 6 if the assessment takes the form of an essay/report or oral presentation. For written communication at SCQF level 6 the skill is: produce well structured written communication on complex topics. To develop this skill candidates can be encouraged in both formative and summative assessment to present all essential ideas/information and supporting detail in a logical and effective order; use a structure that is organised and use paragraphing to make distinctions between facts, opinions, arguments and conclusion, use a format, layout, and word choice which are appropriate to the content and context, and use spelling, punctuation, vocabulary and sentence structures which are consistently accurate.  

The candidates could be tasked with producing a written communication which presents, analyses, and evaluates a substantial body of information. These skills can be developed through formative activities, such as shorter essays on each topic or on a major theorist, without being formally assessed for certification of Core Skill. The topics that Centres can choose are complex so should easily fit with SCQF level 6.

It is important to develop report writing or essay-writing skills for candidates’ future progression.  In doing this candidates should also be encouraged to use an appropriate referencing method, such as Harvard, for any formative or summative essays. Referencing, citation and bibliography skills are best developed using the vehicle of formative essay writing. This will have been developed within earlier Economics units, if they were studied previously.  The development can continue in this Unit. The Assessment for Outcomes 2 and 3 could be a written essay that would include the need for referencing and citation skills. 

For oral communication at SCQF level 6 the skill is: produce and respond to oral communication on a complex topic. In both formative and summative assessment the candidate could be encouraged to give a detailed oral presentation as formative work, as the subject matter of the unit is sufficiently complex. The specific skills of using  an appropriate level of vocabulary, consistent spoken language structures and formality, conveying all essential information, opinions, or ideas with supporting detail accurately and coherently, and with varied emphasis as appropriate and responding to others, taking account of their contributions would be developed in an oral presentation.  Although a summative assessment would require individual work and individual presentation, a formative assessment could be constructed that would encourage candidates to work in a small group, with a few people contributing to the presentation. This could be on a particular part of the unit’s content such as one socio-economic issue of the EU. This may allow a candidate to experience the demands of oral presentation before choosing this as an option for summative assessment of the Unit (if Centre is able to give that choice).

As it is important that candidates recognise the need to use a bibliography (or reference section) in a standard format, such as Harvard, for citation purposes then even oral assessment methods should consider incorporating an appropriate bibliography to encourage development of this skill.  

For the Core Skills of Working with Others at SCQF level 6, the skills are ‘Working Co-operatively with Others, in complex interactions, work with others co-operatively on an activity and/or activities’, and ‘Review Co-operative Contribution, review work with others in a co-operative activity and/or activities’.  Candidates will be involved in complex interactions. Formative activities could be used to encourage candidates to work co-operatively with others.  A group presentation task or information gathering task could be the basis of developing specific skills relevant to this Core Skill.  It would be appropriate to encourage candidates to reflect on their own contribution to any group activity, whether that is a formative oral presentation or research for an issue or debate, which may be done as a group activity. 

For the Core Skill of Information and Communication Technology at SCQF level 5 the skills are: ‘Accessing Information, use ICT independently, effectively, and responsibly to access information within a range of tasks’ and ‘Providing/Creating Information, use ICT independently, effectively, and responsibly to carry out a range of processing tasks’. This Unit can help to develop such skills by the use of mini formative presentations using PowerPoint or other ICT presentation tool that will also support the development of oral communication. A summative assessment using ICT presentation methods is also possible.   Specific areas of accessing information using Internet searches or VLE use and providing and creating information can be developed in such tasks. Creating a Blog or a website for the summative assessment is another way in which this Core Skill can be developed.  This could be used where candidates (and their lecturer) have particular skills and interest in ICT.

For the Core Skill of Numeracy at SCQF level 5 the skills are: ‘Using Number, apply a range of numerical skills in various everyday situations’ and ‘Using Graphical Information, interpret and communicate graphical information in everyday situations’.  

This unit is likely to fit into the treatment and presentation of findings required in the production of a research report, either as formative or summative work across the three outcomes.  It is also likely to fit well with numerical examples of absolute and comparative advantage in Outcome 1. Formative work across the subject matter of the unit is likely to involve the use of graphical information.

For the Core Skill of Problem Solving at SCQF level 6 the skills are: ‘Analysing a complex situation or issue’, ‘planning, organising and completing a complex task’ and ‘reviewing and evaluating’. These skills will be developed at SCQF level 6 throughout this unit particularly in planning the tasks and the need to evaluate strategies. Tutors should encourage learners to explore appropriate strategies for managing their time and evaluating the considerable amount of data available on the topics contained in this unit. Tutors may actively choose to further develop this skill by setting tasks for group activity and arranging joint information feedback sessions. This Core Skill could be developed without formal certification
Thinking, analytical and critical skills could be developed by posing questions at appropriate points in the delivery, enabling discussion and promoting the need for candidates to take responsibility for learning by encouraging the development of research skills via the Internet or using text books.

Core Skill Statement – Geography C (Optional Social Science Unit HNC & HND)

This unit provides a range of opportunities for developing the Core Skills of Communication at SCQF level 6, Working with Others at SCQF level 6, Problem Solving at SCQF level 6, Numeracy at SCQF level 5 and Information and Communication Technology at SCQF level 5 in this Unit, although there is no automatic certification of Core Skills or Core Skills components. It can also support the development of other transferable skills, such as, essay writing, referencing, citation and bibliography skills and thinking, analytical and critical skills. The extent of development will depend on the learning opportunities chosen by the candidate or the delivery and assessment methods selected by the tutor.

It is possible to develop Communication at SCQF level 6 if the assessment takes the form of an essay/report or oral presentation. For written communication at SCQF level 6 the skill is: produce well structured written communication on complex topics. To develop this skill candidates can be encouraged in both formative and summative assessment to present all essential ideas/information and supporting detail in a logical and effective order; use a structure that is organised and use paragraphing to make distinctions between facts, opinions, arguments and conclusion, use a format, layout, and word choice which are appropriate to the content and context, and use spelling, punctuation, vocabulary and sentence structures which are consistently accurate.  

The candidates could be tasked with producing a written communication which presents, analyses, and evaluates a substantial body of information. These skills can be developed through formative activities, such as shorter essays on each topic or on a major theorist, without being formally assessed for certification of Core Skill. The topics that Centres can choose are complex so should easily fit with SCQF level 6.

It is important to develop report writing or essay-writing skills for candidates’ future progression.  In doing this candidates should also be encouraged to use an appropriate referencing method, such as Harvard, for any formative or summative essays. Referencing, citation and bibliography skills are best developed using the vehicle of formative essay writing. This may have been developed within the Geography B Unit, if that was studied previously.  The development can continue in this Unit. The Assessment for Outcome 2 could be a written essay that would include the need for referencing and citation skills. 

For oral communication at SCQF level 6 the skill is: produce and respond to oral communication on a complex topic. In both formative and summative assessment the candidate could be encouraged to give a detailed oral presentation on the topic chosen for summative assessment of Outcome 1 or another topic, which could be used as formative work, as these would be sufficiently complex. The specific skills of using  an appropriate level of vocabulary, consistent spoken language structures and formality, conveying all essential information, opinions, or ideas with supporting detail accurately and coherently, and with varied emphasis as appropriate and responding to others, taking account of their contributions would be developed in an oral presentation.  Although a summative assessment would require individual work and individual presentation, a formative assessment could be constructed that would encourage candidates to work in a small group, with a few people contributing to the presentation. This could be on a particular location/issue with associated impacts and/or strategies. This may allow a candidate to experience the demands of oral presentation before choosing this as an option for summative assessment of the Unit (if the Centre is able to give that choice).

As it is important that candidates recognise the need to use a bibliography (or reference section) in a standard format, such as Harvard, for citation purposes then even oral assessment methods should consider incorporating an appropriate bibliography to encourage development of this skill.  

For the Core Skills of Working with Others at SCQF level 6, the skills are ‘Working Co-operatively with Others, in complex interactions, work with others co-operatively on an activity and/or activities’, and ‘Review Co-operative Contribution, review work with others in a co-operative activity and/or activities’.  Candidates will be involved in complex interactions. Formative activities could be used to encourage candidates to work co-operatively with others.  A group presentation task or information gathering task could be the basis of developing specific skills relevant to this Core Skill.  It would be appropriate to encourage candidates to reflect on their own contribution to any group activity, whether that is a formative oral presentation or research for an issue or debate, which may be done as a group activity. 

For the Core Skill of Information and Communication Technology at SCQF level 5 the skills are: ‘Accessing Information, use ICT independently, effectively, and responsibly to access information within a range of tasks’ and ‘Providing/Creating Information, use ICT independently, effectively, and responsibly to carry out a range of processing tasks’. This Unit can help to develop such skills by the use of mini formative presentations using PowerPoint or other ICT presentation tool that will also support the development of oral communication.  Specific areas of accessing information using Internet searches or VLE use and providing and creating information can be developed in such tasks. 

For the Core Skill of Numeracy at SCQF level 5 the skills are: ‘Using Number, apply a range of numerical skills in various everyday situations’ and ‘Using Graphical Information, interpret and communicate graphical information in everyday situations’.  The using geographical information for Outcome 2 lends itself well to development of Numeracy at SCQF level 5.  Candidates can be given sample calculations to work out and data presented in tables and graphs to analyse as formative work.  It is possible to develop these skills alongside the work done for the Unit ‘Research and Methodology’, where calculations are part of the knowledge and skills developed. As part of the summative assessment candidates will have to work with statistical data, carry out calculations, present information in graphical form and draw conclusions based on graphs, tables, maps and data.

For the Core Skill of Problem Solving at SCQF level 6 the skills are: ‘Analysing a complex situation or issue’, ‘planning, organising and completing a complex task’ and ‘reviewing and evaluating’. These skills will be developed at SCQF level 6 throughout this unit particularly in planning the tasks and the need to evaluate strategies for reducing the impact of human activity on the environment. Tutors should encourage learners to explore appropriate strategies for managing their time and evaluating the considerable amount of data available on the topics contained in this unit. Tutors may actively choose to further develop this skill by setting tasks for group activity and arranging joint information feedback sessions. This Core Skill could be developed without formal certification.
Thinking, analytical and critical skills could also be developed by posing questions at appropriate points in the delivery, enabling discussion and promoting the need for candidates to take responsibility for learning by encouraging the development of research skills via the Internet or using text books.

Core Skill Statement - History C (Optional Social Science Unit HNC & HND)

This Unit provides a range of opportunities for developing the Core Skills of Communication at SCQF level 6, and Information and Communication Technology at SCQF level 5 in this Unit, although there is no automatic certification of Core Skills or Core Skills components. It can also support the development of other transferable skills, such as, essay writing, referencing, citation and bibliography skills and thinking, analytical and critical skills. The extent of development will depend on the learning opportunities chosen by the candidate or the delivery and assessment methods selected by the tutor.

It is possible to develop Communication at SCQF level 6 if the assessment takes the form of an essay or oral presentation. For written communication at SCQF level 6 the skill is: produce well structured written communication on complex topics. To develop this skill candidates can be encouraged in both formative and summative assessment to present all essential ideas/information and supporting detail in a logical and effective order; use a structure that is organised and use paragraphing to make distinctions between facts, opinions, arguments and conclusion, use a format, layout, and word choice which are appropriate to the content and context, and use spelling, punctuation, vocabulary and sentence structures which are consistently accurate.  It is part of the evidence requirements for the Unit to ensure candidates convey complex ideas in a well-structured and coherent way.  This can be stressed in delivery and in formative work, as well as being considered in summative assessment.  

The candidates could be tasked with producing a written communication which presents, analyses, and evaluates a substantial body of information.  These skills can be developed through formative activities, such as shorter essays, without being formally assessed for certification of Core Skills.  The task of evaluating and interpreting data from a specified period is complex and therefore should easily fit with SCQF level 6.

It is important to develop essay-writing skills for candidates’ future progression.  In doing this candidates should also be encouraged to use an appropriate referencing method, such as Harvard, for any formative or summative essays. Referencing, citation and bibliography skills are best developed using the vehicle of formative essay writing. It is part of the summative assessment to have an appropriate bibliography submitted in a standard referencing format.

For oral communication at SCQF level 6 the skill is: produce and respond to oral communication on a complex topic. In both formative and summative assessment the candidate could be encouraged to give a detailed oral presentation on evaluating and interpreting data from a specified period, which would be a complex topic. The specific skills of using  an appropriate level of vocabulary, consistent spoken language structures and formality, conveying all essential information, opinions, or ideas with supporting detail accurately and coherently, and with varied emphasis as appropriate and responding to others, taking account of their contributions would be developed in an oral presentation or in an oral explanation of a poster exhibition.  Although a summative assessment would require individual work and individual presentation, a formative assessment could be constructed that would encourage candidates to work in a small group, with a few people contributing to the presentation.  This may allow a candidate to experience the demands of oral presentation before choosing this as an option for summative assessment of the Unit (if the Centre is able to give that choice). 

As it is important that candidates submit a bibliography (or reference section) in a standard format, such as Harvard, for the summative assessment, even oral assessment methods should incorporate an appropriate bibliography.

For the Core Skill of Information and Communication Technology at SCQF level 5 the skills are: ‘Accessing Information, use ICT independently, effectively, and responsibly to access information within a range of tasks’ and ‘Providing/Creating Information, use ICT independently, effectively, and responsibly to carry out a range of processing tasks’. This Unit can help to develop such skills by the use of mini formative presentations using PowerPoint or other ICT presentation tool that will also support the development of oral communication. A summative assessment using ICT presentation methods is also possible.   Specific areas of accessing information using Internet searches or VLE use and providing and creating information can be developed in such tasks. Creating a Blog or a website for the summative assessment is another way in which this Core Skill can be developed.  This could be used where candidates (and their lecturer) have particular skills and interest in ICT.

Thinking, analytical and critical skills could be developed by posing questions at appropriate points in the delivery, enabling discussion and promoting the need for candidates to take responsibility for learning by encouraging the development of research skills via the Internet or using text books.

Core Skill Statement - Philosophy C (Optional Social Science Unit HNC & HND)

This Unit provides a range of opportunities for developing the Core Skills of Communication at SCQF 6 and Information and Communication Technology at SCQF level 5 in this Unit, although there is no automatic certification of Core Skills or Core Skills components. It can also support the development of other transferable skills, such as, essay writing, referencing, citation and bibliography skills and thinking, analytical and critical skills. The extent of development will depend on the learning opportunities chosen by the candidate or the delivery and assessment methods selected by the tutor.

It is possible to develop Communication at SCQF level 6 if the assessment takes the form of an essay or oral presentation. For written communication at SCQF level 6 the skill is: produce well structured written communication on complex topics. To develop this skill candidates can be encouraged in both formative and summative assessment to present all essential ideas/information and supporting detail in a logical and effective order; use a structure that is organised and use paragraphing to make distinctions between facts, opinions, arguments and conclusion, use a format, layout, and word choice which are appropriate to the content and context, and use spelling, punctuation, vocabulary and sentence structures which are consistently accurate.  

The candidates could be tasked with producing a written communication which presents, analyses, and evaluates a substantial body of information. These skills can be developed through formative activities, such as shorter essays on Ayer’s solution to various problems, without being formally assessed for certification of the Core Skill. The task of describing and evaluating Ayer’s solution to a problem is complex, so should easily fit with SCQF level 6.

It is important to develop essay-writing skills for candidates’ future progression.  In doing this candidates should also be encouraged to use an appropriate referencing method, such as Harvard, for any formative or summative essays. Referencing, citation and bibliography skills are best developed using the vehicle of formative essay writing.

For oral communication at SCQF level 6 the skill is: produce and respond to oral communication on a complex topic. In both formative and summative assessment the candidate could be encouraged to give a detailed oral presentation on Ayer’s philosophy. The specific skills of using  an appropriate level of vocabulary, consistent spoken language structures and formality, conveying all essential information, opinions, or ideas with supporting detail accurately and coherently, and with varied emphasis as appropriate and responding to others, taking account of their contributions would be developed in an oral presentation or in an oral explanation of a poster exhibition.  Although a summative assessment would require individual work and individual presentation, a formative assessment could be constructed that would encourage candidates to work in a small group, with a few people contributing to the presentation.  This may allow a candidate to experience the demands of oral presentation before choosing this as an option for summative assessment of the Unit (if the Centre is able to give a choice).

For the Core Skill of Information and Communication Technology at SCQF level 5 the skills are: ‘Accessing Information, use ICT independently, effectively, and responsibly to access information within a range of tasks’ and ‘Providing/Creating Information, use ICT independently, effectively, and responsibly to carry out a range of processing tasks’. This Unit can help to develop such skills by the use of mini formative presentations using PowerPoint or other ICT presentation tool that will also support the development of oral communication. A summative assessment using ICT presentation methods is also possible.   Specific areas of accessing information using Internet searches or VLE use and providing and creating information can be developed in such tasks. Creating a Blog or a website for the summative assessment is another way in which this Core Skill can be developed.  This could be used where candidates (and their lecturer) have particular skills and interest in ICT.
Thinking, analytical and critical skills could be developed by posing questions at appropriate points in the delivery, enabling discussion and promoting the need for candidates to take responsibility for learning by encouraging the development of research skills via the Internet or using text books.

Core Skill Statement - Politics C (Optional Social Science Unit HNC & HND)

This Unit provides a range of opportunities for developing the Core Skills of Communication at SCQF level 6 in this Unit, and Information and Communication Technology at SCQF level 5 in this Unit, although there is no automatic certification of Core Skills or Core Skills components. It can also support the development of other transferable skills, such as, essay writing, referencing, citation and bibliography skills and thinking, analytical and critical skills. The extent of development will depend on the learning opportunities chosen by the candidate or the delivery and assessment methods selected by the tutor.

It is possible to develop Communication at SCQF level 6 if the assessment takes the form of an essay/report or oral presentation. For written communication at SCQF level 6 the skill is: produce well structured written communication on complex topics. To develop this skill candidates can be encouraged in both formative and summative assessment to present all essential ideas/information and supporting detail in a logical and effective order; use a structure that is organised and use paragraphing to make distinctions between facts, opinions, arguments and conclusion, use a format, layout, and word choice which are appropriate to the content and context, and use spelling, punctuation, vocabulary and sentence structures which are consistently accurate.  

The candidates could be tasked with producing a written communication which presents, analyses, and evaluates a substantial body of information. These skills can be developed through formative activities, such as shorter essays on each topic or on one of the concepts, without being formally assessed for certification of Core Skill. The topics that Centres can choose are complex so should easily fit with SCQF level 6.

It is important to develop report writing or essay-writing skills for candidates’ future progression.  In doing this candidates should also be encouraged to use an appropriate referencing method, such as Harvard, for any formative or summative essays. Referencing, citation and bibliography skills are best developed using the vehicle of formative essay writing. This may have been developed within Politics B Unit, if that was studied previously.  The development can continue in this Unit. The Assessment for Outcome 2 could be a written essay that would include the need for referencing and citation skills. 

For oral communication at SCQF level 6 the skill is: produce and respond to oral communication on a complex topic. In the summative assessment for Outcome 2 the candidate could be encouraged to give a detailed oral presentation on the analysis and evaluation of the concepts: the separation of powers in relation to the United State’s constitutional position, or national sovereignty in relation to the relationship between the European Union and its member states, which would be a complex topic. The specific skills of using  an appropriate level of vocabulary, consistent spoken language structures and formality, conveying all essential information, opinions, or ideas with supporting detail accurately and coherently, and with varied emphasis as appropriate and responding to others, taking account of their contributions would be developed in an oral presentation. Although a summative assessment would require individual work and individual presentation, a formative assessment could be constructed that would encourage candidates to work in a small group, with a few people contributing to the presentation.  This may allow a candidate to experience the demands of oral presentation before choosing this as an option for summative assessment of the Unit (if Centre is able to give choice). 

For the Core Skill of Information and Communication Technology at SCQF level 5 the skills are: ‘Accessing Information, use ICT independently, effectively, and responsibly to access information within a range of tasks’ and ‘Providing/Creating Information, use ICT independently, effectively, and responsibly to carry out a range of processing tasks’. This Unit can help to develop such skills by the use of mini formative presentations using PowerPoint or other ICT presentation tool that will also support the development of oral communication. A summative assessment using ICT presentation methods is also possible.   Specific areas of accessing information using Internet searches or VLE use and providing and creating information can be developed in such tasks. 

Thinking, analytical and critical skills could be developed by posing questions at appropriate points in the delivery, enabling discussion and promoting the need for candidates to take responsibility for learning by encouraging the development of research skills via the Internet or using text books.

Core Skill Statement - Psychology C (Optional Social Science Unit HNC & HND)

This Unit provides a range of opportunities for developing the Core Skills of Communication at SCQF level 6, Working with Others at SCQF level 6 and Information and Communication Technology at SCQF level 5 and in this Unit, although there is no automatic certification of Core Skills or Core Skills components. It can also support the development of other transferable skills, such as, essay writing, referencing, citation and bibliography skills and thinking, analytical and critical skills. The extent of development will depend on the learning opportunities chosen by the candidate or the delivery and assessment methods selected by the tutor.

It is possible to develop Communication at SCQF level 6 if the assessment takes the form of an essay/report or oral presentation. For written communication at SCQF level 6 the skill is: produce well structured written communication on complex topics. To develop this skill candidates can be encouraged in both formative and summative assessment to present all essential ideas/information and supporting detail in a logical and effective order; use a structure that is organised and use paragraphing to make distinctions between facts, opinions, arguments and conclusion, use a format, layout, and word choice which are appropriate to the content and context, and use spelling, punctuation, vocabulary and sentence structures which are consistently accurate.  

The candidates could be tasked with producing a written communication which presents, analyses, and evaluates a substantial body of information. These skills can be developed through formative activities, such as shorter essays on each topic or on a major theorist, without being formally assessed for certification of Core Skill. The topics that Centres can choose are complex so should easily fit with SCQF level 6.

It is important to develop report writing or essay-writing skills for candidates’ future progression.  In doing this candidates should also be encouraged to use an appropriate referencing method, such as Harvard or APA, for any formative or summative essays. Referencing, citation and bibliography skills are best developed using the vehicle of formative essay writing. This may have been developed within Psychology B Unit, if that was studied previously.  The development can continue in this Unit. The assessment for Outcome 2 could be a written essay that would include the need for referencing and citation skills. 

For oral communication at SCQF level 6 the skill is: produce and respond to oral communication on a complex topic. In both formative and summative assessment the candidate could be encouraged to give a detailed oral presentation on the topic chosen for summative assessment of Outcome 1 or another topic, which could be used as formative work, as these would be sufficiently complex. The specific skills of using  an appropriate level of vocabulary, consistent spoken language structures and formality, conveying all essential information, opinions, or ideas with supporting detail accurately and coherently, and with varied emphasis as appropriate and responding to others, taking account of their contributions would be developed in an oral presentation.  Although a summative assessment would require individual work and individual presentation, a formative assessment could be constructed that would encourage candidates to work in a small group, with a few people contributing to the presentation. This could be on a particular theory, with associated research, a particular subtopic or for a whole topic. This may allow a candidate to experience the demands of oral presentation before choosing this as an option for summative assessment of the Unit (if Centre is able to give that choice).

As it is important that candidates recognise the need to use a bibliography (or reference section) in a standard format, such as Harvard or APA, for citation purposes then even oral assessment methods should consider incorporating an appropriate bibliography to encourage development of this skill.  

For the Core Skill of Working with Others at SCQF level 6, the skills are ‘Working Co-operatively with Others’, ‘Review Co-operative Contribution’. Candidates will be involved in complex interactions. Formative activities could be used to encourage candidates to work co-operatively with others.  A group presentation task or information gathering task could be the basis of developing specific skills relevant to this Core Skill.  It would be appropriate to encourage candidates to reflect on their own contribution to any group activity, whether that is a formative oral presentation or research for a topic or debate, which may be done as a group activity. 

For the Core Skill of Information and Communication Technology at SCQF level 5 the skills are: ‘Accessing Information, use ICT independently, effectively, and responsibly to access information within a range of tasks’ and ‘Providing/Creating Information, use ICT independently, effectively, and responsibly to carry out a range of processing tasks’. This Unit can help to develop such skills by the use of mini formative presentations using PowerPoint or other ICT presentation tool that will also support the development of oral communication. A summative assessment using ICT presentation methods is also possible.   Specific areas of accessing information using Internet searches or VLE use and providing and creating information can be developed in such tasks. Creating a Blog or a website for the summative assessment is another way in which this Core Skill can be developed.  This could be used where candidates (and their lecturer) have particular skills and interest in ICT.
Thinking, analytical and critical skills could be developed by posing questions at appropriate points in the delivery, enabling discussion and promoting the need for candidates to take responsibility for learning by encouraging the development of research skills via the Internet or using text books.

Core Skill Statement - Sociology C (Mandatory Unit HNC & HND)

This Unit provides a range of opportunities for developing the Core Skills of Communication at SCQF level 6, Working with Others at SCQF level 6, Information and Communication Technology at SCQF level 5 and Problem Solving at SCQF level 6 in this Unit, although there is no automatic certification of Core Skills or Core Skills components.  It can also support the development of other transferable skills, such as, essay writing, referencing, citation and bibliography skills and thinking, analytical and critical skills. The extent of development will depend on the learning opportunities chosen by the candidate or the delivery and assessment methods selected by the tutor.

It is possible to develop Communication at SCQF level 6 if the assessment takes the form of an essay/report or oral presentation. For written communication at SCQF level 6 the skill is: produce well structured written communication on complex topics. To develop this skill candidates can be encouraged in both formative and summative assessment to present all essential ideas/information and supporting detail in a logical and effective order; use a structure that is organised and use paragraphing to make distinctions between facts, opinions, arguments and conclusion, use a format, layout, and word choice which are appropriate to the content and context, and use spelling, punctuation, vocabulary and sentence structures which are consistently accurate. Candidates should convey complex ideas in a well-structured and coherent way.  This can be stressed in delivery and in formative work, as well as being considered in summative assessment.  

The candidates could be tasked with producing a written communication which presents, analyses, and evaluates a substantial body of information. These skills can be developed through formative activities, such as shorter essays on each topic or on a major theorist, without being formally assessed for certification of Core Skill. The topics that Centres can choose are complex so should easily fit with SCQF level 6.

It is important to develop report writing or essay-writing skills for candidates’ future progression.  In doing this candidates should also be encouraged to use an appropriate referencing method, such as Harvard, for any formative or summative essays. Referencing, citation and bibliography skills are best developed using the vehicle of formative essay writing.  

For oral communication at SCQF level 6 the skill is: produce and respond to oral communication on a complex topic. In both formative and summative assessment the candidate could be encouraged to give a detailed oral presentation on the topic chosen for summative closed book assessment which could be used as formative work, as these would be sufficiently complex. The specific skills of using  an appropriate level of vocabulary, consistent spoken language structures and formality, conveying all essential information, opinions, or ideas with supporting detail accurately and coherently, and with varied emphasis as appropriate and responding to others, taking account of their contributions would be developed in an oral presentation.  Although a summative assessment would require individual work and individual presentation, a formative assessment could be constructed that would encourage candidates to work in a small group, with a few people contributing to the presentation. This could be on a particular theory, with associated study, a particular subtopic or for a whole topic. This may allow a candidate to experience the demands of oral presentation before choosing this as an option for summative assessment of the Unit (if the Centre is able to give that choice).

As it is important that candidates submit a bibliography (or reference section) in a standard format, such as Harvard, for the summative assessment, even oral assessment methods should incorporate an appropriate bibliography.

For the Core Skill of Information and Communication Technology at SCQF level 5 the skills are: ‘Accessing Information, use ICT independently, effectively, and responsibly to access information within a range of tasks’ and ‘Providing/Creating Information, use ICT independently, effectively, and responsibly to carry out a range of processing tasks’. This Unit can help to develop such skills by the use of mini formative presentations using PowerPoint or other ICT presentation tool that will also support the development of oral communication. A summative assessment using ICT presentation methods is also possible.   Specific areas of accessing information using Internet searches or VLE use and providing and creating information can be developed in such tasks. Creating a Blog or a website for the summative assessment is another way in which this Core Skill can be developed.  This could be used where candidates (and their lecturer) have particular skills and interest in ICT.
For the Core Skills of Working with Others at SCQF level 6, the skills are ‘Working Co-operatively with Others’, ‘Review Co-operative Contribution’.  Candidates will be involved in complex interactions, work with others co-operatively on an activity and/or activities, which can be done as a group (although the reporting should be done individually to ensure each candidate meets all evidence requirements).  It would be appropriate to encourage candidates to reflect on their own contribution to any group activity, whether that is a formative oral presentation on a topic or the research investigation for summative assessment.

The Core Skill of Problem Solving can be developed at SCQF level 6 throughout this unit particularly in planning the tasks. Tutors should encourage learners to explore appropriate strategies for managing their time and evaluating the considerable amount of data available on the topics contained in this unit. Tutors may actively choose to further develop this skill by setting tasks for group activity and arranging joint information feedback sessions. This could contribute towards the component Critical Thinking where the general skill of ‘analysing a complex situation or issue’ will be developed, the component Planning and Organising where the general skill of ‘planning, organising and completing a complex task’ and the component Reviewing and Evaluating where the general skill of ‘reviewing and evaluating a complex problem solving activity’ can be developed. This Core Skill could be developed without formal certification.
Thinking, analytical and critical skills could be developed by posing questions at appropriate points in the delivery, enabling discussion and promoting the need for candidates to take responsibility for learning by encouraging the development of research skills via the Internet or using text books.

D UNITS

Core Skill Statement - Economics D (Optional Social Science Unit HNC & HND)

This Unit provides a range of opportunities for developing the Core Skills of Communication at SCQF level 6, Information and Communication Technology at SCQF level 5, Numeracy at SCQF level 5, Working with Others at SCQF level 6 and Problem Solving at SCQF level 6 in this Unit, although there is no automatic certification of Core Skills or Core Skills components.  It can also support the development of other transferable skills, such as, essay/report writing, referencing, citation and bibliography skills and thinking, analytical and critical skills. The extent of development will depend on the learning opportunities chosen by the candidate or the delivery and assessment methods selected by the tutor.

It is possible to develop Communication at SCQF level 6 if the assessment takes the form of an essay/report or oral presentation. For written communication at SCQF level 6 the skill is: produce well structured written communication on complex topics. To develop this skill candidates can be encouraged in both formative and summative assessment to present all essential ideas/information and supporting detail in a logical and effective order; use a structure that is organised and use paragraphing to make distinctions between facts, opinions, arguments and conclusion, use a format, layout, and word choice which are appropriate to the content and context, and use spelling, punctuation, vocabulary and sentence structures which are consistently accurate.  It is part of the evidence requirements for the Unit to ensure candidates convey complex ideas in a well-structured and coherent way.  This can be stressed in delivery and in formative work, as well as being considered in summative assessment.  

The candidates could be tasked with producing a written communication, such as a report or essay, which presents, analyses, and evaluates a substantial body of information. These skills can be developed through formative activities, such as providing an essay on the background to the chosen topic or on a major related study, without being formally assessed for certification of Core Skill. The articles that candidates choose should be sufficiently complex to easily fit with SCQF level 6.

In developing report or essay writing skills candidates should also be encouraged to use an appropriate referencing method, such as Harvard, for any formative or summative reports. Referencing, citation and bibliography skills are best developed using the vehicle of formative essay or report writing. It is hoped candidates will have been introduced to these skills by undertaking Economics A, B or C Units.  This Unit is useful for consolidation of the skills. The Assessment for the Unit could be a written report or essay that would be to a prescribed format but would include the need for referencing and citation skills. 

For oral communication at SCQF level 6 the skill is: produce and respond to oral communication on a complex topic. In both formative and summative assessment the candidate could be encouraged to give a detailed oral presentation on the topic chosen for summative assessment of this Unit as this would be sufficiently complex. The specific skills of using  an appropriate level of vocabulary, consistent spoken language structures and formality, conveying all essential information, opinions, or ideas with supporting detail accurately and coherently, and with varied emphasis as appropriate and responding to others, taking account of their contributions would be developed in an oral presentation.  Although a summative assessment would require individual work and individual presentation, a formative assessment could be constructed that would encourage candidates to work in a small group, with a few people contributing to the presentation on their evaluation of an article. This may allow a candidate to experience the demands of oral presentation before choosing this as an option for summative assessment of the Unit (if Centre is able to give that choice).

As it is important that candidates submit a bibliography (or reference section) in a standard format, such as Harvard, for the summative assessment, even oral assessment methods should incorporate an appropriate bibliography.

For the Core Skill of Information and Communication Technology at SCQF level 5 the skills are: ‘Accessing Information, use ICT independently, effectively, and responsibly to access information within a range of tasks’ and ‘Providing/Creating Information, use ICT independently, effectively, and responsibly to carry out a range of processing tasks’. This Unit can help to develop such skills by the use of mini formative presentations using PowerPoint or other ICT presentation tool that will also support the development of oral communication. A summative assessment using ICT presentation methods is also possible.   Specific areas of accessing information using Internet searches or VLE use and providing and creating information can be developed in such tasks. Creating a Blog or a website for the summative assessment is another way in which this Core Skill can be developed.  This could be used where candidates (and their lecturer) have particular skills and interest in ICT.

For the Core Skill of Numeracy at SCQF level 5 the skills are: ‘Using Number, apply a range of numerical skills in various everyday situations’ and ‘Using Graphical Information, interpret and communicate graphical information in everyday.

 The development of this core skill will very much depend on the article chosen for evaluation.  There are many economics articles which do include tables and graphs.  

For the Core Skills of Working with Others at SCQF level 6, the skills are ‘Working Co-operatively with Others, in complex interactions, work with others co-operatively on an activity and/or activities’, and ‘Review Co-operative Contribution, review work with others in a co-operative activity and/or activities’

 Formatively, candidates may be involved in complex interactions and working with others co-operatively on an activity and/or activities. It would be appropriate to encourage candidates to reflect on their own contribution to any group activity.

For the Core Skills of Problem Solving at SCQF level 6, the skills are ‘Critical Thinking’, ‘Planning and Organising’ and ‘Reviewing and Evaluating’. These skills will be developed at SCQF level 6 throughout this unit particularly in planning the tasks and the need to evaluate strategies. Tutors should encourage learners to explore appropriate strategies for managing their time and evaluating the considerable amount of data available on the topics contained in this unit. Tutors may actively choose to further develop this skill by setting tasks for group activity and arranging joint information feedback sessions. This Core Skill could be developed without formal certification
Thinking, analytical and critical skills could be developed by posing questions at appropriate points in the delivery, enabling discussion and promoting the need for candidates to take responsibility for learning by encouraging the development of research skills via the Internet or using text books.

Core Skill Statement – Geography D (Optional Social Science Unit HNC & HND)

This Unit provides a range of opportunities for developing the Core Skill of Communication at SCQF level 6 and the Core Skill of Information and Communication Technology at SCQF level 5, although there is no automatic certification of Core Skills or Core Skills components.  It can also support the development of other transferable skills, such as, essay/report writing, referencing, citation and bibliography skills and thinking, analytical and critical skills. The extent of development will depend on the learning opportunities chosen by the candidate or the delivery and assessment methods selected by the tutor.

It is possible to develop Communication at SCQF level 6 if the assessment takes the form of an essay/report or oral presentation. For written communication at SCQF level 6 the skill is: produce well structured written communication on complex topics. To develop this skill candidates can be encouraged in both formative and summative assessment to present all essential ideas/information and supporting detail in a logical and effective order; use a structure that is organised and use paragraphing to make distinctions between facts, opinions, arguments and conclusion, use a format, layout, and word choice which are appropriate to the content and context, and use spelling, punctuation, vocabulary and sentence structures which are consistently accurate.  It is part of the evidence requirements for the Unit to ensure candidates convey complex ideas in a well-structured and coherent way.  This can be stressed in delivery and in formative work, as well as being considered in summative assessment.  

The candidates could be tasked with producing a written communication, such as a report, which presents, analyses, and evaluates a substantial body of information. These skills can be developed through formative activities, such as providing an essay on the background to the chosen topic without being formally assessed for certification of Core Skill. The topics that Centres can choose are complex so should easily fit with SCQF level 6.

It is important to develop report writing or essay-writing skills for candidates’ future progression.  In doing this candidates should also be encouraged to use an appropriate referencing method, such as Harvard, for any formative or summative reports. Referencing, citation and bibliography skills are best developed using the vehicle of formative essay or report writing. It is hoped candidates will have been introduced to these skills by undertaking Geography A, B or C Units.  This Unit is useful for consolidation of the skills. The assessment for the Unit could be a written report that would be to a prescribed format but would include the need for referencing and citation skills. 

For oral communication at SCQF level 6 the skill is: produce and respond to oral communication on a complex topic. In both formative and summative assessment the candidate could be encouraged to give a detailed oral presentation on the topic chosen for summative assessment of this Unit as this would be sufficiently complex. The specific skills of using  an appropriate level of vocabulary, consistent spoken language structures and formality, conveying all essential information, opinions, or ideas with supporting detail accurately and coherently, and with varied emphasis as appropriate and responding to others, taking account of their contributions would be developed in an oral presentation.  Although a summative assessment would require individual work and individual presentation, a formative assessment could be constructed that would encourage candidates to work in a small group, with a few people contributing to the presentation. This could be on a specific theory/article agreed by the whole group. This may allow a candidate to experience the demands of oral presentation before choosing this as an option for summative assessment of the Unit (if the Centre is able to give that choice).

As it is important that candidates submit a bibliography (or reference section) in a standard format, such as Harvard, for the summative assessment, even oral assessment methods should incorporate an appropriate bibliography.

For the Core Skill of Information and Communication Technology at SCQF level 5 the skills are: ‘Accessing Information, use ICT independently, effectively, and responsibly to access information within a range of tasks’ and ‘Providing/Creating Information, use ICT independently, effectively, and responsibly to carry out a range of processing tasks’. This Unit can help to develop such skills by the use of mini formative presentations using PowerPoint or other ICT presentation tool that will also support the development of oral communication.  Specific areas of accessing information using Internet searches or VLE use and providing and creating information can be developed in such tasks. 

Core Skill Statement - History D (Optional Social Science Unit HNC & HND)

This Unit provides a range of opportunities for developing the Core Skills of Communication at SCQF level 6, and Information and Communication Technology at SCQF level 5 in this Unit, although there is no automatic certification of Core Skills or Core Skills components.  It can also support the development of other transferable skills, such as, essay writing, referencing, citation and bibliography skills and thinking, analytical and critical skills.  The extent of development will depend on the learning opportunities chosen by the candidate or the delivery and assessment methods selected by the tutor.
It is possible to develop Communication at SCQF level 6 if the assessment takes the form of an essay or oral presentation. For written communication at SCQF level 6 the skill is: produce well structured written communication on complex topics. To develop this skill candidates can be encouraged in both formative and summative assessment to present all essential ideas/information and supporting detail in a logical and effective order; use a structure that is organised and use paragraphing to make distinctions between facts, opinions, arguments and conclusion, use a format, layout, and word choice which are appropriate to the content and context, and use spelling, punctuation, vocabulary and sentence structures which are consistently accurate.  It is part of the evidence requirements for the Unit to ensure candidates convey complex ideas in a well-structured and coherent way.  This can be stressed in delivery and in formative work, as well as being considered in summative assessment.  

The candidates could be tasked with producing a written communication which presents, analyses, and evaluates a substantial body of information.  These skills can be developed through formative activities, such as shorter essays, without being formally assessed for certification of Core Skills.  The task of evaluating and interpreting data from a specified period is complex and therefore should easily fit with SCQF level 6.

It is important to develop essay-writing skills for candidates’ future progression.  In doing this candidates should also be encouraged to use an appropriate referencing method, such as Harvard, for any formative or summative essays. Referencing, citation and bibliography skills are best developed using the vehicle of formative essay writing. It is part of the summative assessment to have an appropriate bibliography submitted in a standard referencing format.

For oral communication at SCQF level 6 the skill is: produce and respond to oral communication on a complex topic. In both formative and summative assessment the candidate could be encouraged to give a detailed oral presentation on evaluating and interpreting data from a specified period, which would be a complex topic. The specific skills of using  an appropriate level of vocabulary, consistent spoken language structures and formality, conveying all essential information, opinions, or ideas with supporting detail accurately and coherently, and with varied emphasis as appropriate and responding to others, taking account of their contributions would be developed in an oral presentation or in an oral explanation of a poster exhibition.  Although a summative assessment would require individual work and individual presentation, a formative assessment could be constructed that would encourage candidates to work in a small group, with a few people contributing to the presentation.  This may allow a candidate to experience the demands of oral presentation before choosing this as an option for summative assessment of the Unit (if the Centre is able to give that choice). 

As it is important that candidates submit a bibliography (or reference section) in a standard format, such as Harvard, for the summative assessment, even oral assessment methods should incorporate an appropriate bibliography.

For the Core Skill of Information and Communication Technology at SCQF level 5 the skills are: ‘Accessing Information, use ICT independently, effectively, and responsibly to access information within a range of tasks’ and ‘Providing/Creating Information, use ICT independently, effectively, and responsibly to carry out a range of processing tasks’. This Unit can help to develop such skills by the use of mini formative presentations using PowerPoint or other ICT presentation tool that will also support the development of oral communication. A summative assessment using ICT presentation methods is also possible.   Specific areas of accessing information using Internet searches or VLE use and providing and creating information can be developed in such tasks. Creating a Blog or a website for the summative assessment is another way in which this Core Skill can be developed.  This could be used where candidates (and their lecturer) have particular skills and interest in ICT.

Thinking, analytical and critical skills could be developed by posing questions at appropriate points in the delivery, enabling discussion and promoting the need for candidates to take responsibility for learning by encouraging the development of research skills via the Internet or using text books.

Core Skill Statement - Philosophy D (Optional Social Science Unit HNC & HND)

This Unit provides a range of opportunities for developing the Core Skills of Communication at SCQF 6 and Information and Communication Technology at SCQF level 5 in this Unit, although there is no automatic certification of Core Skills or Core Skills components.  It can also support the development of other transferable skills, such as, essay writing, referencing, citation and bibliography skills and thinking, analytical and critical skills. The extent of development will depend on the learning opportunities chosen by the candidate or the delivery and assessment methods selected by the tutor.

It is possible to develop Communication at SCQF level 6 if the assessment takes the form of an essay or oral presentation.  For written communication at SCQF level 6 the skill is: produce well structured written communication on complex topics.  To develop this skill candidates can be encouraged in both formative and summative assessment to present all essential ideas/information and supporting detail in a logical and effective order; use a structure that is organised and use paragraphing to make distinctions between facts, opinions, arguments and conclusion, use a format, layout, and word choice which are appropriate to the content and context, and use spelling, punctuation, vocabulary and sentence structures which are consistently accurate.  

The candidates could be tasked with producing a written communication which presents, analyses, and evaluates a substantial body of information.  These skills can be developed through formative activities, such as shorter essays on moral theories or on a moral issue, without being formally assessed for certification of the Core Skill.  The tasks are complex, so should easily fit with SCQF level 6.

It is important to develop essay-writing skills for candidates’ future progression.  In doing this candidates should also be encouraged to use an appropriate referencing method, such as Harvard, for any formative or summative essays.  Referencing, citation and bibliography skills are best developed using the vehicle of formative essay writing.

For oral communication at SCQF level 6 the skill is: produce and respond to oral communication on a complex topic.  In both formative and summative assessment the candidate could be encouraged to give a detailed oral presentation on the moral theories studied, possibly in the context of a seminar.  The specific skills of using  an appropriate level of vocabulary, consistent spoken language structures and formality, conveying all essential information, opinions, or ideas with supporting detail accurately and coherently, and with varied emphasis as appropriate and responding to others, taking account of their contributions would be developed in an oral presentation or in an oral explanation of a poster exhibition.  Although a summative assessment would require individual work and individual presentation, a formative assessment could be constructed that would encourage candidates to work in a small group, with a few people contributing to the presentation.  This may allow a candidate to experience the demands of oral presentation before choosing this as an option for summative assessment of the Unit (if the Centre is able to give a choice).

For the Core Skill of Information and Communication Technology at SCQF level 5 the skills are: ‘Accessing Information, use ICT independently, effectively, and responsibly to access information within a range of tasks’ and ‘Providing/Creating Information, use ICT independently, effectively, and responsibly to carry out a range of processing tasks’. This Unit can help to develop such skills by the use of mini formative presentations using PowerPoint or other ICT presentation tool that will also support the development of oral communication. A summative assessment using ICT presentation methods is also possible.   Specific areas of accessing information using Internet searches or VLE use and providing and creating information can be developed in such tasks. Creating a Blog or a website for the summative assessment is another way in which this Core Skill can be developed.  This could be used where candidates (and their lecturer) have particular skills and interest in ICT.
Thinking, analytical and critical skills could be developed by posing questions at appropriate points in the delivery, enabling discussion and promoting the need for candidates to take responsibility for learning by encouraging the development of research skills via the Internet or using text books.

Core Skill Statement - Politics D (Optional Social Science Unit HNC & HND)

This Unit provides a range of opportunities for developing the Core Skills of Communication at SCQF level 6, Problem Solving at SCQF level 6 and Information and Communication Technology at SCQF level 5 in this Unit, although there is no automatic certification of Core Skills or Core Skills components.

It can also support the development of other transferable skills, such as, essay/report writing, referencing, citation and bibliography skills and thinking, analytical and critical skills. The extent of development will depend on the learning opportunities chosen by the candidate or the delivery and assessment methods selected by the tutor.
It is possible to develop Communication at SCQF level 6 if the assessment takes the form of an essay/report or oral presentation. For written communication at SCQF level 6 the skill is: produce well structured written communication on complex topics. To develop this skill candidates can be encouraged in both formative and summative assessment to present all essential ideas/information and supporting detail in a logical and effective order; use a structure that is organised and use paragraphing to make distinctions between facts, opinions, arguments and conclusion, use a format, layout, and word choice which are appropriate to the content and context, and use spelling, punctuation, vocabulary and sentence structures which are consistently accurate.  It is part of the evidence requirements for the Unit to ensure candidates convey complex ideas in a well-structured and coherent way.  This can be stressed in delivery and in formative work, as well as being considered in summative assessment.  

The candidates could be tasked with producing a written communication, such as a report, which presents, analyses, and evaluates a substantial body of information. These skills can be developed through formative activities, such as providing an essay on a political concept or on the theory of the political representation, without being formally assessed for certification of Core Skill. The topics that Centres can choose are complex so should easily fit with SCQF level 6.

It is important to develop report writing or essay-writing skills for candidates’ future progression.  In doing this candidates should also be encouraged to use an appropriate referencing method, such as Harvard, for any formative or summative reports. Referencing, citation and bibliography skills are best developed using the vehicle of formative essay or report writing. It is hoped candidates will have been introduced to these skills by undertaking Politics A, B or C Units.  This Unit is useful for consolidation of the skills. The Assessment for the Unit could be a written report that would be to a prescribed format but would include the need for referencing and citation skills. 

For oral communication at SCQF level 6 the skill is: produce and respond to oral communication on a complex topic. In both formative and summative assessment the candidate could be encouraged to give a detailed oral presentation on two political concepts, one system of political representation and one specific state where this system of representation has been adopted. This would be a complex topic. The specific skills of using  an appropriate level of vocabulary, consistent spoken language structures and formality, conveying all essential information, opinions, or ideas with supporting detail accurately and coherently, and with varied emphasis as appropriate and responding to others, taking account of their contributions would be developed in an oral presentation or in an oral explanation of a poster exhibition.  Although a summative assessment would require individual work and individual presentation, a formative assessment could be constructed that would encourage candidates to work in a small group, with a few people contributing to the presentation.  This may allow a candidate to experience the demands of oral presentation before choosing this as an option for summative assessment of the Unit (if the Centre is able to give a choice).

For the Core Skill of Information and Communication Technology at SCQF level 5 the skills are: ‘Accessing Information, use ICT independently, effectively, and responsibly to access information within a range of tasks’ and ‘Providing/Creating Information, use ICT independently, effectively, and responsibly to carry out a range of processing tasks’. This Unit can help to develop such skills by the use of mini formative presentations using PowerPoint or other ICT presentation tool that will also support the development of oral communication. A summative assessment using ICT presentation methods is also possible.   Specific areas of accessing information using Internet searches or VLE use and providing and creating information can be developed in such tasks. Creating a Blog or a website for the summative assessment is another way in which this Core Skill can be developed.  This could be used where candidates (and their lecturer) have particular skills and interest in ICT.

For the Core Skills of Problem Solving at SCQF level 6, the skill is ‘Critical Thinking’, ‘Planning and Organising’ and ‘Reviewing and Evaluating’. Thinking, analytical and critical skills could be developed by posing questions at appropriate points in the delivery, enabling discussion and promoting the need for candidates to take responsibility for learning by encouraging the development of research skills via Internet or using political journals and text books. These skills are also developed through the discussion of the research. The research task for this Unit requires that a complex issue is identified; research is undertaken, and the findings are presented, either in the form of a written report or through the use of one of a number of other methods deemed appropriate to meet the evidence requirements. This task fits well with the development of this Core Skill.

Thinking, analytical and critical skills could be developed by posing questions at appropriate points in the delivery, enabling discussion and promoting the need for candidates to take responsibility for learning by encouraging the development of research skills via the Internet or using political journals and text books.

Core Skill Statement - Psychology D (Optional Social Science Unit HNC & HND)

This Unit provides a range of opportunities for developing the Core Skills of Communication at SCQF level 6, Information and Communication Technology (ICT) at SCQF level 5, Numeracy at SCQF level 5, Working with Others at SCQF level 6 and Problem Solving at SCQF level 6 in this Unit, although there is no automatic certification of Core Skills or Core Skills components. It can also support the development of other transferable skills, such as, essay/report writing, referencing, citation and bibliography skills and thinking, analytical and critical skills. 

The extent of development will depend on the learning opportunities chosen by the candidate or the delivery and assessment methods selected by the tutor.

It is possible to develop Communication at SCQF level 6 if the assessment takes the form of an essay/report or oral presentation. For written communication at SCQF level 6 the skill is: produce well structured written communication on complex topics. To develop this skill candidates can be encouraged in both formative and summative assessment to present all essential ideas/information and supporting detail in a logical and effective order; use a structure that is organised and use paragraphing to make distinctions between facts, opinions, arguments and conclusion, use a format, layout, and word choice which are appropriate to the content and context, and use spelling, punctuation, vocabulary and sentence structures which are consistently accurate.  It is part of the evidence requirements for the Unit to ensure candidates convey complex ideas in a well-structured and coherent way.  This can be stressed in delivery and in formative work, as well as being considered in summative assessment.  

The candidates could be tasked with producing a written communication, such as a report, which presents, analyses, and evaluates a substantial body of information. These skills can be developed through formative activities, such as providing an essay on the background to the chosen topic or on a major related study, without being formally assessed for certification of Core Skill. The topics that Centres can choose are complex so should easily fit with SCQF level 6.

It is important to develop report writing or essay-writing skills for candidates’ future progression.  In doing this candidates should also be encouraged to use an appropriate referencing method, such as Harvard or APA, for any formative or summative reports. Referencing, citation and bibliography skills are best developed using the vehicle of formative essay or report writing. It is hoped candidates will have been introduced to these skills by undertaking Psychology A, B or C Units.  This Unit is useful for consolidation of the skills. The Assessment for the Unit could be a written report that would be to a prescribed format but would include the need for referencing and citation skills. 

For oral communication at SCQF level 6 the skill is: produce and respond to oral communication on a complex topic. In both formative and summative assessment the candidate could be encouraged to give a detailed oral presentation on the topic chosen for summative assessment of this Unit as this would be sufficiently complex. The specific skills of using  an appropriate level of vocabulary, consistent spoken language structures and formality, conveying all essential information, opinions, or ideas with supporting detail accurately and coherently, and with varied emphasis as appropriate and responding to others, taking account of their contributions would be developed in an oral presentation.  Although a summative assessment would require individual work and individual presentation, a formative assessment could be constructed that would encourage candidates to work in a small group, with a few people contributing to the presentation on their group research project. This could be on a particular subtopic or for a whole topic, for their whole research or just the planning stage. This may allow a candidate to experience the demands of oral presentation before choosing this as an option for summative assessment of the Unit (if Centre is able to give that choice).

As it is important that candidates submit a bibliography (or reference section) in a standard format, such as Harvard or APA, for the summative assessment, even oral assessment methods should incorporate an appropriate bibliography.

For the Core Skill of Information and Communication Technology at SCQF level 5 the skills are: ‘Accessing Information, use ICT independently, effectively, and responsibly to access information within a range of tasks’ and ‘Providing/Creating Information, use ICT independently, effectively, and responsibly to carry out a range of processing tasks’. This Unit can help to develop such skills by the use of mini formative presentations using PowerPoint or other ICT presentation tool that will also support the development of oral communication. A summative assessment using ICT presentation methods is also possible.   Specific areas of accessing information using Internet searches or VLE use and providing and creating information can be developed in such tasks. Creating a Blog or a website for the summative assessment is another way in which this Core Skill can be developed.  This could be used where candidates (and their lecturer) have particular skills and interest in ICT.
For the Core Skill of Numeracy at SCQF level 5 the skill is: ‘Using Number, apply a range of numerical skills in various everyday situations’ and ‘Using Graphical Information, interpret and communicate graphical information in everyday situations’.  The research investigation for this Unit lends itself well to development of Numeracy at SCQF level 5.  Candidates can be given sample calculations (inferential statistics) to work out and data presented in tables and graphs to analyse as formative work. As part of the summative assessment candidates will have to work with statistical data, carry out calculations (inferential and descriptive statistics), present information in graphical form and draw conclusions based on collated data.

For the Core Skills of Working with Others at SCQF level 6, the skill is ‘Working Co-operatively with Others’, ‘Review Co-operative Contribution’.  Candidates will be involved in complex interactions, work with others co-operatively on an activity and/or activities, particularly the research investigation, which can be done as a group (although the reporting should be done individually to ensure each candidate meets all evidence requirements). It would be appropriate to encourage candidates to reflect on their own contribution to any group activity, whether that is a formative oral presentation on a topic or the research investigation for summative assessment.

For the Core Skills of Problem Solving at SCQF level 6, the skill is ‘Critical Thinking’, ‘Planning and Organising’ and ‘Reviewing and Evaluating’. Thinking, analytical and critical skills could be developed by posing questions at appropriate points in the delivery, enabling discussion and promoting the need for candidates to take responsibility for learning by encouraging the development of research skills via the Internet or using text books. These skills are also developed through the discussion of the research.  The research task for this Unit requires that a complex issue is identified ( in the aim, background and hypotheses sections), plans drawn up considering all variables to develop and implement an appropriate strategy (methodology section), carry out task including providing materials, critically evaluate the strategy used and make recommendations about future research (Discussion and Conclusion section).  This task fits well with development of this Core Skill.

Core Skill Statement - Sociology D (Mandatory Unit HNC & HND)

This Unit provides a range of opportunities for developing the Core Skills of Communication at SCQF 6, Problem Solving at SCQF level 6 and Information and Communication Technology at SCQF level 5 in this Unit, although there is no automatic certification of Core Skills or Core Skills components.  It can also support the development of other transferable skills, such as, essay writing, referencing, citation and bibliography skills and thinking, analytical and critical skills. The extent of development will depend on the learning opportunities chosen by the candidate or the delivery and assessment methods selected by the tutor.
It is possible to develop Communication at SCQF level 6 if the assessment takes the form of an essay or oral presentation. For written communication at SCQF level 6 the skill is: produce well structured written communication on complex topics. To develop this skill candidates can be encouraged in both formative and summative assessment to present all essential ideas/information and supporting detail in a logical and effective order; use a structure that is organised and use paragraphing to make distinctions between facts, opinions, arguments and conclusion, use a format, layout, and word choice which are appropriate to the content and context, and use spelling, punctuation, vocabulary and sentence structures which are consistently accurate.  

The candidates could be tasked with producing a written communication which presents, analyses, and evaluates a substantial body of information. These skills can be developed through formative activities, such as shorter essays and presentations without being formally assessed for certification of Core Skill. Communicating an in depth explanation and critical evaluation of the key features, ideas, concepts and contribution to sociology and sociological thinking of one theory, theorist or study, including setting the selected theory, theorist or study within an historical, socio/cultural, personal, intellectual or subject context requires communication, critical and evaluation skills that easily fits with SCQF level 6.

It is important to develop essay-writing skills for candidates’ future progression.  In doing this candidates should also be encouraged to use an appropriate referencing method, such as Harvard, for any formative or summative essays. Referencing, citation and bibliography skills are best developed using the vehicle of formative essay writing.

For oral communication at SCQF level 6 the skill is: produce and respond to oral communication on a complex topic. In both formative and summative assessment the candidate could be encouraged to give a detailed oral presentation offering an explanation and critical evaluation of the key features, ideas, concepts and contribution to sociology and sociological thinking of one theory, theorist or study, including setting the selected theory, theorist or study within an historical, socio/cultural, personal, intellectual or subject context. The specific skills of using  an appropriate level of vocabulary, consistent spoken language structures and formality, conveying all essential information, opinions, or ideas with supporting detail accurately and coherently, and with varied emphasis as appropriate and responding to others, taking account of their contributions would be developed in an oral presentation or in an oral explanation of a poster exhibition.  Although a summative assessment would require individual work and individual presentation, a formative assessment could be constructed that would encourage candidates to work in a small group, with a few people contributing to the presentation.  This may allow a candidate to experience the demands of oral presentation before choosing this as an option for summative assessment of the Unit (if the Centre is able to give that choice).

For the Core Skill of Information and Communication Technology at SCQF level 5 the skills are: ‘Accessing Information, use ICT independently, effectively, and responsibly to access information within a range of tasks’ and ‘Providing/Creating Information, use ICT independently, effectively, and responsibly to carry out a range of processing tasks’. This Unit can help to develop such skills by the use of mini formative presentations using PowerPoint or other ICT presentation tool that will also support the development of oral communication. A summative assessment using ICT presentation methods is also possible.   Specific areas of accessing information using Internet searches or VLE use and providing and creating information can be developed in such tasks. Creating a Blog or a website for the summative assessment is another way in which this Core Skill can be developed.  This could be used where candidates (and their lecturer) have particular skills and interest in ICT.
The Core Skill of Problem Solving can be developed at SCQF level 6 throughout this unit particularly in planning the tasks. Tutors should encourage learners to explore appropriate strategies for managing their time and evaluating the considerable amount of data available on the topics contained in this unit. Tutors may actively choose to further develop this skill by setting tasks for group activity and arranging joint information feedback sessions. This could contribute towards the component Critical Thinking where the general skill of ‘analysing a complex situation or issue’ will be developed, the component Planning and Organising where the general skill of ‘planning, organising and completing a complex task’ and the component Reviewing and Evaluating where the general skill of ‘reviewing and evaluating a complex problem solving activity’ can be developed. This Core Skill could be developed without formal certification. 

Thinking, analytical and critical skills are developed by posing questions at appropriate points in the delivery, enabling discussion and the requirement for candidates to take responsibility for learning by encouraging the development of research skills via the Internet or using texts, journal articles/papers/books, etc
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