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In this presentation, we will explain:

 An update on the replacement of SQA – we are still here to 
support you.

 How National 3 and National 4 will be assessed in 2021-22.
 The assessment requirements for National 5, Higher and 

Advanced Higher in 2021-22, including modifications and what 
happens if exams are cancelled.

 The next steps for quality assurance arrangements that will be 
in place to ensure learners receive credible qualifications that 
recognise their achievements.



SQA is still here to support you
 The Scottish Government announced that SQA is to be 

replaced by a new curriculum and assessment agency, 
and has commissioned an independent review to 
advise next steps – reporting in early 2022.

 Until a replacement organisation is established, SQA 
will continue to fulfil its statutory duties and deliver for 
Scotland’s learners.

 As long as it is safe to do so, SQA will deliver exams 
and other assessments to schools, colleges and 
training providers in 2022.

 Learners will receive their qualification certificates on 
Tuesday 9 August 2022.



National 3 and National 4

 Internally assessed throughout the year by teachers 
and lecturers.

 Most National 3 and National 4 units will be assessed 
as normal in 2021-22.

 In some courses, SQA has reduced the amount of 
assessment required this year.

 There is no requirement to complete National 4 added 
value unit assessments in session 2021-22.



National 5, Higher and Advanced 
Higher
 These qualifications have course assessments which 

usually include coursework and an end of year exam –
most of which are marked by SQA.

 The Scottish Government has announced that exams 
will take place in Spring 2022 if it is safe to do so.

 SQA has made changes (modifications) to course 
assessments for 2021-22 to allow for disruption to 
learning and teaching.



Dealing with disruption to learning
SQA recognises that the Covid-19 pandemic is continuing to 
cause disruption. We are working with the whole education 
system to prepare for the following scenarios.



Scenario 1 – current public health 
advice
Approach to assessment  Exams with modifications

 SQA exams will take place in spring 2022 if safe to do so.
 Courses for 2021-22 are based on the recently published 

modifications to assessment.
 For most courses with exams, learners will sit a modified   

question paper – for example, where the question paper is 
shorter than normal or gives learners more choice when 
answering questions.

 In many subjects, learners will also complete 
coursework (assignments, performances, 
practical activities etc) with modifications.



Scenario 2 – increased levels of 
disruption

 SQA exams will take place if safe to do so.
 Where possible, additional support measures may be put in 

place to help reduce pre-exam stress:
‒ For example, additional information to help learners study for their exams.
‒ In some courses, additional support measures will not be required due to the 

modifications already in place.

 If additional support measures are needed, SQA will introduce 
them at the end of March 2022.

Approach to assessment  Exams with modifications (as in 
scenario 1) plus additional measures



Scenario 3 – Public health advice 
leads to SQA exams being cancelled 

 Results will be based on evidence of each learner’s skills, 
knowledge and understanding.

 Teachers and lecturers will refer back to the normal in-year 
assessments that learners have already completed – such as 
prelims, performances or class tests.

 Learners will not be required to complete any additional 
assessments.

Approach to assessment  teachers and lecturers 
determine provisional results 



To ensure fairness, schools, colleges and training providers 
must ensure that appropriate assessment arrangements are 
put in place for disabled learners and learners with 
additional support needs during normal in-year 
assessments.

Additional support needs



Understanding Standards

SQA will provide Understanding Standards webinars and 
materials for teachers and lecturers in 2021-22 to help 
them strengthen their understanding of the national 
standards for assessment.



Quality assurance

 Schools, colleges and training providers carry out local 
quality assurance as normal.

 SQA works with schools, colleges and training providers 
to check that any internally assessed elements of 
National Courses meet national standards.



Quality assurance (continued)

If the exams are cancelled:
 SQA intends to carry out a national quality assurance 

exercise to confirm that grading decisions are in keeping with 
national standards.

 The detail and timing of this approach to quality assurance 
remains under discussion with the National Qualifications 
2022 Group, and further information will be provided.



More information

To view a summary of the modifications to 
assessment this year, visit 
www.sqa.org.uk/nqmodifications

Keep up to date with National Qualifications at 
www.sqa.org.uk/nq2022 

For more information and insight, visit SQA’s blog at 
blogs.sqa.org.uk/qualifications2022



Questions…?
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