SCOTTISH QUALIFICATIONS AUTHORITY

COMPONENT MARKS FOR NATIONAL COURSES 2013
Interpretation of the component mark information

1. National data for each Component

Information about the national means and maximum marks for the components is available on SQA’s website.  Centres may wish to use the national means to compare the performance of their candidates in each of the components with the mean performance nationally.  The website also contains the grade boundaries for National Courses and Standard Grade qualifications.  To obtain this data, go to SQA’s website (http://www.sqa.org.uk/sqa/48172.html) and select ‘Information’ from the menu at the left of the homepage.  The current year’s information will be displayed by clicking on the Information tab. Previous years information can be accessed by clicking on the ‘Information Archive’ link on the left of the page.  Select the required year by using the 'Choose a Year' drop down option. 
2. Interpretation of marks

The marks provided for each component of an assessment are the 'final' marks (i.e. any scaling that needs to be carried out – e.g. to Int 2 English Close Reading - has already been done).  The ‘final’ marks are totalled and used by SQA, just before certification, to calculate the grade to be awarded for the Course.

Care needs to be taken in the following exceptional situation:

(i) Absentees

When calculating the component marks for a group of candidates in your centre, you should exclude any absentee cases as these will have a '999' entry in the component mark position.
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