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The Data Protection Act

The Date Protection Act covers all information or data that is held relating to an individual.  It applies equally to both computer and paper records.

The Act is obviously quite long, you should be aware of some of its implications.

A summary of main points follows.  If in doubt…CHECK IT OUT!
· You must be open and honest with young people.  They have a right to know what type of record you hold, why you have the information and what you might do with it

· It is illegal to obtain information about an individual by misleading them about its purpose

· Any personal information you hold must be readily available to young people.  You should let them see what is recorded about them.

· If you keep individual records, young people should agree to them
This is by no means an exhaustive list, just a few pointers.
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