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Early Education and Childcare


(G8K1 46)
Course overview and skills development summary

Introduction

National Certificates are made up of Units. Each Unit is mapped against an agreed set of national standards to identify the appropriate level and credit value defined by the Scottish Credit and Qualifications Framework (SCQF).

The SCQF level is a measure of how hard the Unit is. 

The credit value is a measure of the time, on average, it should take a learner to achieve the Unit. A single-credit Unit works out at an average of 40 hours teaching time and 20 hours self-directed learning. A double credit Unit works out an average of 80 hours teaching time and 40 hours self directed learning. If you’d like more information, it is available at www.scqf.org.uk.
Most National Certificates have mandatory and optional Units:

· Mandatory Units provide the generic knowledge, understanding and skills needed to be successful in your chosen career. Every student has to complete them.

· Optional Units give you an opportunity to choose a particular area of interest that you would like to learn about. 

This document provides information about the Units that make up your Course and the skills you will be developing as you work through each Unit. It explains: 

· the way you will use Core Skills in your chosen area of work

· how the Course is structured

It also describes the purpose of each Unit in the Course, including: 

· the subject-specific skills you will develop in each Unit

· the Core Skills you will develop naturally as you work through each Unit

· any Core Skill or Core Skill component that will be recorded on your certificate

Core Skills in your chosen area of work

As an Early Education and Childcare Worker working in the Early Years field, you will be using Core Skills every day.
Communication 
You will need to be able to communicate with other workers, children, parents and carers and other professionals to ensure the needs of the children are met. 
Numeracy 
You need to be able to extend children’s knowledge of numeracy. You also have to manage budgets and stock control. Numeracy is also important in everyday caring tasks, for example making up feeds and administering medicines.
Information and Communication Technology 
You need to be able to provide guidance to children using ICT and support them to develop their skills. You need to be able to input information and access information that others have stored. You need to be confident when using technology such as SMART boards and digital cameras.

Problem Solving 
You need to be able to choose appropriate ways to solve problems. To do this you need to be able to gather all the information you need, and then analyse the problem. You need to think about alternative approaches to solving problems both in college and in placement. You will have to analyse a child’s behaviour or family situations and come up with a plan to deal with this. 
Working with Others 
Team work is vital when working in any early years setting and you will need to: work as part of a team. You will need to work co-operatively for the best interests of the children. 
Course structure for Early Education and Childcare
To achieve this National Certificate you will need to achieve:

· nine Unit credits from the mandatory section 

· three Unit credits from the optional section 

Mandatory Unit (nine credits): 

	Unit title
	Unit

code
	SCQF

level
	Credit

value
	Date achieved 

	Child Development: Birth to 12 Years
	DM3X 12
	6
	1
	

	Developing an Understanding of Working with Children
	DM5L 12
	6
	1
	

	Developing an Understanding of Working with Children: Workplace Experience
	DM5M 12
	6
	2
	

	Developmental Theory in Early Education and Childcare
	DM3Y 12
	6
	1
	

	Holistic Approaches to Child Health
	DM40 12
	6
	1
	

	Play in Early Education and Childcare
	DM41 12
	6
	1
	

	Play in Practice
	DM42 12
	6
	2
	


Optional Unit (three credits): 

	Unit title
	Unit

code
	SCQF

level
	Credit

value
	Date achieved 

	Care and Feeding of Children
	DM60 11
	5
	1
	

	Child Development and Health
	F19L 11
	5
	1
	

	Creative and Aesthetic Experiences for Children
	DM5Y 11
	5
	1
	

	Experiential Approaches to Early Education and Childcare
	DM5N 12
	6
	2
	

	First Aid
	F19M 11
	5
	1
	

	HIV, Hepatitis B and Hepatitis C Infections
	DM5T 12
	6
	1
	

	Maintenance of a Safe Environment for Children
	DM5V 11
	5
	1
	

	Partnerships in Early Education and Childcare
	DM5W 11
	5
	1
	

	Play in Early Education and Childcare
	X06L 12
	6
	1
	

	Prevention of Infection
	DM5P 11
	5
	1
	

	Supporting a Curriculum in an Early Education and Childcare Setting
	DM66 12
	6
	1
	

	Supporting a Curriculum in an Early Education and Childcare Setting: Workplace Experience
	DM67 12
	6
	1
	

	Supporting Children with Additional Support Needs
	DM65 11
	5
	1
	

	Supporting Children’s Behaviour
	DM5K 12
	6
	1
	

	Supporting Children’s Rights and Entitlements
	DM5J 12
	6
	1
	

	Supporting ICT in an Early Education and Childcare Setting
	DM64 12
	6
	1
	

	Supporting Language, Literacy and Numeracy in an Early Education and Childcare Setting
	DM63 12
	6
	1
	

	Supporting Language, Literacy in an Education Setting
	F7J4 12
	6
	1
	

	Supporting Playwork Practice
	DM68 12
	6
	1
	

	Supporting Playwork Practice: Workplace Experience
	DM69 12
	6
	1
	

	Supporting the Care and Feeding of Babies
	DM61 12
	6
	1
	

	Supporting the Care and Feeding of Babies: Workplace Experience
	DM62 12
	6
	1
	

	External assessment credits

	Early Education and Childcare
	X215 12
	6
	1
	

	Play in Early Education and Childcare
	X06L 12
	6
	1
	

	Core Skills credits

	Communication (Core Skill)
	F3GB 10
	4
	1
	

	Numeracy (Core Skill)
	F3GF 10
	4
	1
	


Unit summaries

This section provides a brief description of each Unit in the Course. It explains:

· the purpose of each Unit 

· the subject-specific skills you will learn for each Unit

· which Core Skills you will be developing as you work through each Unit

· which Core Skill or Core Skill components are recorded in your Core Skills profile on your certificate

The Unit summaries are in alphabetical order so you can find them easily. This might not be the order you do them in. 
Care and Feeding of Children (DM60 11) 1 credit
In this Unit, you will learn about the needs of babies and the continuing needs of children, and how meeting these needs will contribute to the overall development of the child. 

You will: 

· explore and explain different hygiene routines

· work out types of meals appropriate for different age levels

· work out play activities for different age ranges 

· calculate different quantities of formula for baby’s bottles
As you are doing this Unit you will be developing aspects of the Core Skills in Communication, Numeracy and Problem Solving.
Child Development and Health (F19L 11) 1 credit
In this Unit, you will learn the principles of child development from 0–16 years, including sequences and patterns in child development; the inter-relationship between all aspects of development; the health needs of children; and how health factors may affect the development of children.

You will: 

· explain the principles of child development

· investigate the way health needs of children can be met by adults and the health factors that affect child development 

· produce a folio of evidence

As you are doing this Unit you will be developing aspects of the Core Skills in Problem Solving and Communication.
Child Development: Birth to 12 Years (DM3X 12) 1 credit  
In this Unit you will learn about children's development and the main influences that affect their developmental progress from 0–12 years.
You will need to analyse the effect of a variety of influences both positive and negative on child development. 
As you are doing this Unit you will be developing aspects of the Core Skills in Problem Solving.
Communication (F3GB 10) 1 credit
In this Unit you will develop skills in:

· reading

· summarising and evaluating

· writing

· speaking and listening
The ability to communicate effectively within the early education and childcare sector is vital.

This is a Core Skills Unit. When you achieve this Unit, your Core Skills profile will be updated to show you have achieved Communication at SCQF level 4.
Creative and Aesthetic Experiences for Children (DM5M 12) 1 credit
In this Unit you will develop an understanding of the importance of creative and aesthetic experiences for children. You will also develop the skills you’ll need to implement and evaluate planned creative and aesthetic experiences for children aged 0–12 years. 
You will: 
· explore and explain creative and aesthetic experiences
· produce a folio providing a description of creative and aesthetic experiences
· produce a plan of activities
· carry out the plan then evaluate the effectiveness of the activity
As you are doing this Unit you will be developing aspects of the Core Skills in Problem Solving, Communication and Working with Others.
Developing an Understanding of Working with Children (DM5L 12) 
1 credit
In this Unit you will learn about the values and principles that underpin working with children, and will develop skills and qualities that will enable you contribute effectively to the care, learning and development of children aged 0–12. 
You will: 
· explain the values and principles that underpin working with children and child centred practice
· evaluate the skills and qualities necessary 
· evaluate the importance of reflective practice in an early education and childcare setting
As you are doing this Unit you will be developing aspects of the Core Skills in Communication and Problem Solving.
Developing an Understanding of Working with Children: Workplace Experience (DM5M 12) 2 credits
In this Unit you will learn about the values and principles that underpin working with children, and will develop skills and qualities that will enable you to contribute effectively to the care, learning and development of children aged 0–12.

You will: 
· produce a folio that provides information, explanations and examples from your practice 
· use your folio to demonstrate the principles and values that underpin working with children
· show your understanding of child-centred practice, personal and professional skills,

· become a reflective practitioner
As you are doing this Unit you will be developing aspects of the Core Skills in Communication, Working with Others and Problem Solving.
Developmental Theory in Early Education and Childcare (DM3Y 12) 1 credit  
In this Unit you will learn about the impact of different developmental theories on early education and childcare, and their influence on practice. 
You will: 
· evaluate methods for studying child development and learn what each type is used for
· learn and understand theories relating to child development 
· analyse the effectiveness of implementing these theories by applying them to practice 
As you are doing this Unit you will be developing aspects of the Core Skills in Communication and Problem Solving.

Experiential Approaches to Early Education and Childcare 
(DM5N 12) 2 credits  
In this Unit you will develop the skills required to support the planning, implementation and evaluation of appropriate experiences within an early education and childcare setting for children aged 0–12 years.

You will: 
· work as part of a team to observe children and plan appropriate experiences for them

· review the effectiveness of your contribution
· produce a folio of gathered evidence
This Unit has the Core Skill of Working with Others embedded in it, so when you achieve this Unit your Core Skills profile will be updated to show that you have achieved Working with Others at SCQF level 5. You will also developing aspects of the Core Skills in Communication and Problem Solving. 
First Aid (F19M 11) 1 credit  
In this Unit, you will develop the skills needed to deal effectively with people who are injured or who suffer a sudden illness before medical aid is available. 

You will: 

· learn how to assess and manage First Aid situations by following the Health and Safety Executive Guidelines to ensure that the correct actions are taken promptly and effectively

· demonstrate CPR, the recovery position, and the management of a range of injuries and medical conditions

As you are doing this Unit you will be developing aspects of the Core Skills in Communication and Problem Solving.
HIV, Hepatitis B and Hepatitis C Infections (DM5T 12) 1 credit
In this Unit, you will learn about how HIV, Hepatitis B and Hepatitis C spread, and ways of preventing it. You will also learn to recognise signs, symptoms and the possible progression of each infection. 

You will: 

· examine the effects of prejudice and discrimination on infected individuals and investigate support services available

· research different resources available for those affected by HIV, Hepatitis B and Hepatitis C 

· produce an investigative report drawing conclusions about the importance of available resources

As you are doing this Unit you will be developing aspects of the Core Skills in Communication and Problem Solving.
Holistic Approaches to Child Health (DM40 12) 1 credit  
In this Unit you will learn about the basic health needs of children from 0–12 years and the role of professionals, carers and agencies in the promotion of child health. 
You will: 
· learn and understand about the health needs of children and describe these in terms of relevant theorists
· explore the role of the early years professionals in recognising signs of illness 
· explain the contribution of other professionals and organisations in maintaining children’s health
· investigate and evaluate influencing factors on the health of children
As you are doing this Unit you will be developing aspects of the Core Skills in Communication and Problem Solving.
Maintenance of a Safe Environment for Children (DM5V 11) 1 credit  
In this Unit, you will develop skills in identifying and assessing potential risks and hazards within settings and appropriate practice in the provision of a safe environment for children aged 0–12 years.

You will: 

· learn and understand current Health and Safety legislation, hazards and risks and accident prevention

· learn manual handling regulations 

· apply your knowledge to a childcare setting

As you are doing this Unit you will be developing aspects of the Core Skills in Communication and Problem Solving.
Numeracy (F3GF 10) 1 credit
In this Unit you will learn how to use straightforward numerical skills that involve graphical information, calculations, and solving problems. 

This is a Core Skills Unit. When you achieve this Unit, your Core Skills profile will be updated to show you have achieved Numeracy at SCQF level 4.

Partnerships in Early Education and Childcare (DM5W 11) 1 credit  
In this Unit, you will learn about the potential benefits of partnerships for children, parents and childcare providers. You will also develop the skills you will need to establish and maintain relationships within early education and childcare partnerships. 

You will: 

· describe and explain a range of partnerships 

· understand the benefits of partnerships in early education and childcare

· describe the skills required, explain their importance then evaluate their contribution to supporting partnerships

As you are doing this Unit you will be developing aspects of the Core Skills in Communication and Problem Solving.

Play in Early Education and Childcare (X06L 12) 1 credit

In this project you will identify a topic or activity to base your work on. 
You will: 
· undertake research to explore, expand and develop your ideas
· plan and implement the associated work
· on completion, reflect on and evaluate your performance

This Unit has the Core Skills of Problem Solving embedded in it, so when you achieve this Unit your Core Skills profile will be updated to show you have achieved Problem Solving at SCQF level 5.
Play in Early Education and Childcare (DM41 12) 1 credit

In this Unit you will learn how play supports the process of child development and how the play environment affects children’s play experiences, and the benefits play has on the developing child aged 0–12 years.

You will: 
· describe the important factors when creating play environments and how they can affect children’s play

· explain how the adult supports the creation of the play environments

· evaluate the importance of the adult’s role in supporting a range of types of play and how it can support a child’s development

· explain how the adult will meet individual needs by preparing different play experiences, ensuring children are involved in the setting up
As you are doing this Unit you will be developing aspects of the Core Skills in Communication, Problem Solving and Working with Others. 
Play in Practice (DM42 12) 1 credit  
In this Unit you will develop skills necessary to support and maintain a play environment and a variety of different types of play for children aged 0–12 years.

You will: 
· produce a folio including the description of a childcare setting and the play experiences on offer
· record your involvement in a number of play experiences and evaluate how the play needs were supported
· explain how you supported the child’s play experience
As you are doing this Unit you will be developing aspects of the Core Skills in Communication, Problem Solving, and Working with Others.
Prevention of Infection (DM5P 11) 1 credit
In this Unit, you will learn about the causes of infection, how infection enters the body, the spread of infection, and how the body fights infection. 

You will: 

· learn and understand about the main causes of infection and the effects on the immune system

· recognise the difference between sterilising agents, disinfectants and antiseptics

· research current procedures used by service providers relevant to your vocational area — eg hospitals, nurseries — and produce a short investigative report

As you are doing this Unit you will be developing aspects of the Core Skills in Communication and Problem Solving.
Supporting a Curriculum in an Early Education and Childcare Setting (DM66 12) 1 credit  
In this Unit you will learn about the current curriculum models for children age 3–8 years in relation to children’s care, learning and development and understand the importance of planning and evaluation of curricular experiences. 
You will: 
· learn and understand what is meant by the term curriculum and how curriculum models support the care, learning and development of the child
· plan and evaluate curricular experiences and explain the importance of selection, layout and presentation of resources for curricular experiences
· look at long, medium and short term planning
· read and understand current curriculum guidelines
· evaluate the role of the adult in planning and supporting the curriculum and explore the importance of working as part of a team
As you are doing this Unit you will be developing aspects of the Core Skills in Problem Solving and Communication.
  
Supporting a Curriculum in an Early Education and Childcare Setting: Workplace Experience (DM67 12) 1 credit  
In this Unit you will work in an early education and childcare setting to develop your practical skills to support a variety of curricular experiences for children aged 3–8 years.

Under supervision, you will:

· apply knowledge and understanding to the workplace setting
· plan, implement and evaluate curricular activities
· contribute to the work of the team in supporting children’s learning
· demonstrate the appropriate selection of resources, layout and presentation
· produce a report providing information on your childcare placement and evaluating the curricular model used 
· produce a folio of supporting information and evidence 
· evaluate your contribution to the workplace setting in discussion with others
As you are doing this Unit you will be developing aspects of the Core Skills in Communication, Problem Solving, and Working with Others.

Supporting Children with Additional Support Needs (DM65 11) 
1 credit  
In this Unit, you will learn about issues relating to the provision of additional support for children aged 0–12 years. 

You will: 

· learn about children’s basic needs, and what is meant by ‘additional support needs’, 
· explore a range of conditions that would cause children to have additional needs
· explore attitudes to children and current legislation
· research the help that is available to children and families 
· produce a report on a resource that would provide support
As you are doing this Unit you will be developing aspects of the Core Skills in Communication and Problem Solving.
Supporting Children’s Behaviour (DM5K 12) 1 credit  
In this Unit, you will learn why children aged 0–12 years behave the way they do, the factors that may influence their behaviour, and the role of the adult in supporting children’s behaviour. 

You will: 

· explain a variety of behaviours of children 0–12 years

· evaluate factors that influence behaviour, including cultural and family influences 

· explain their impact

· explain the role of the adult in supporting a range of strategies for managing behaviour and evaluate the effectiveness
As you are doing this Unit you will be developing aspects of the Core Skills in Communication and Problem Solving.

Supporting Children’s Rights and Entitlements (DM5J 12) 1 credit  
In this Unit you will learn about a child’s rights and entitlement to protection from abuse and exploitation. The age range of the child will be birth to twelve years.

You will: 
· explore the broad issue of rights and also specific children’s rights
· explore child protection, including the categories signs and indicators of child abuse
· produce an investigation on an agency, individual or programme
· evaluate the means that can be used to protect children from abuse and exploitation, with particular emphasis on equipping children to assert their right to protection 
As you are doing this Unit you will be developing aspects of the Core Skills in Communication and Problem Solving.
Supporting Information Communication Technology (ICT) in an Early Education and Childcare Setting (DM64 12) 1 credit  
In this Unit you will learn about the scope of ICT, the benefits to children aged 0–12 years of using ICT and the role of the adult in supporting ICT within an early education and childcare setting. 
You will: 
· explain the selection, layout and presentation of resources 
· explain how ICT activities might benefit children
· work under supervision to plan, use and review ICT in an early years setting
· produce word-processed records as evidence, including photos/videos
As you are doing this Unit you will be developing aspects of the Core Skills in Communication, Information and Communication Technology, and Problem Solving.
Supporting Language, Literacy and Numeracy in an Educational and Childcare Setting (DM63 12) 1 credit
In this Unit you will learn about the significance of language, literacy and numeracy in relation to the development and learning of children and young people. 
You will: 
· explain the importance of language and communication, including the stages of progression in language development
· explain the terms ‘early literacy’ and ‘early numeracy’ and the importance of the development of early literacy and early numeracy skills
· produce investigative reports on two of the following: language, literacy and numeracy, describing a resource experience or activity
· explain how your chosen subjects support a child’s learning and development, and the role of the adult in presenting the opportunity
As you are doing this Unit you will be developing aspects of the Core Skills in Communication, Problem Solving, and Numeracy.
Supporting Language, Literacy and Numeracy in an Educational Setting (F7J4 12)1 credit
In this Unit you will learn about the significance of language, literacy and numeracy in relation to the development and learning of children and young people. 
You will: 
· explain the importance of language and communication including the stages of progression in language development
· explain the terms ‘literacy’ and ‘numeracy’, and the importance of the development of literacy and numeracy skills
· produce investigative reports based on two of the following: language, literacy and numeracy, describing a resource experience or activity
· explain how your chosen subjects support a child’s learning and development, and the role of the adult in presenting the opportunity
As you are doing this Unit you will be developing aspects of the Core Skills in Communication, Numeracy, and Problem Solving.
Supporting Playwork Practice (DM68 12) 1 credit
In this Unit you will learn about current playwork practice. You will learn about the value base for playwork and identify quality playwork practice. It will enable you to develop the knowledge and understanding of professionalism in the field of playwork and explore the benefits and value for children.
You will: 
· identify quality playwork practice
· describe the underpinning values and evaluate the impact they have on practice and provision
· explain the role of the adult in playwork practice, including the role they play in supporting play spaces and opportunities 
As you are doing this Unit you will be developing aspects of the Core Skills in Communication and Problem Solving.
Supporting Playwork Practice: Workplace Experience (DM69 12) 
1 credit  
In this Unit you will learn about the benefits of working with children aged between three and twelve years and the values that underpin the work. You will also develop the skills that are required to support quality playwork practice. 
You will: 
· produce a record of your involvement, which gives evidence of your contribution to the planning, implementation and evaluation of play experiences
· demonstrate the role of the adult as a playwork professional
· demonstrate the skills and qualities the adult needs to support the values of playwork and support child-centred playwork practice 
As you are doing this Unit you will be developing aspects of the Core Skills in Communication, Problem Solving, and Working with Others.
Supporting the Care and Feeding of Babies (DM61 12) 1 credit  
In this Unit you will learn about health, hygiene and developmental needs of babies. 
You will: 
· learn about the importance of sleep, rest and hygiene routines, such as sterilising feeding equipment and nappy changing
· learn about the benefits of indoor and outdoor play and how babies explore using their five senses
· plan experiences safely
· learn about breast and bottle feeding, food allergies and weaning, in line with current guidelines
As you are doing this Unit you will be developing aspects of the Core Skills in Communication and Problem Solving.
Supporting the Care and Feeding of Babies: Workplace Experience (DM62 12) 1 credit  
In this Unit you will develop skills and techniques in the care and feeding of babies in early education and childcare settings. 
You will need to: 
· change nappies under supervision and ensure appropriate provision of rest and sleep
· keep records of these procedures
· sterilise feeding equipment and provide milk feeds in line with the individual baby’s needs and parent’s wishes
· feed babies as part of the weaning process
· support development with good quality interactions, and by providing fresh air and exercise and by planning suitable activities
· keep evidence of all tasks — these will be signed by your workplace supervisor
As you are doing this Unit you will be developing aspects of the Core Skills in Communication, Numeracy, Problem Solving, and Working with Others.

