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National Certificate in Technical Theatre (G98C 46)
Course overview and skills development summary
Introduction

National Certificates are made up of Units. Each Unit is mapped against an agreed set of national standards to identify the appropriate level and credit value defined by the Scottish Credit and Qualifications Framework (SCQF).

The SCQF level is a measure of how hard the Unit is. 

The credit value is a measure of the time, on average, it should take a learner to achieve the Unit. A single-credit Unit works out at an average of 40 hours teaching time and 20 hours self-directed learning. A double credit Unit works out an average of 80 hours teaching time and 40 hours self directed learning. If you’d like more information, it is available at www.scqf.org.uk.
Most National Certificates have mandatory and optional Units:

· Mandatory Units provide the generic knowledge, understanding and skills needed to be successful in your chosen career. Every student has to complete them.

· Optional Units give you an opportunity to choose a particular area of interest that you would like to learn about. 
This document provides information about the Units that make up your Course and the skills you will be developing as you work through each Unit. It explains: 

· the way you will use Core Skills in your chosen area of work

· how the Course is structured

It also describes the purpose of each Unit in the Course, including: 

· the subject-specific skills you will develop in each Unit

· the Core Skills you will develop naturally as you work through each Unit

· any Core Skill or Core Skill component that will be recorded on your certificate

Core Skills in your chosen area of work

As a technician working in the theatre industry you will be using Core Skills every day. 

Communication 
You will need to listen to your clients and colleagues, and communicate information about technical issues to give them best service.

Numeracy 
You will need to understand, interpret and draw technical plans and diagrams, as well as use numerical data with some equipment.

Information and Communication Technology 
You will be using IT equipment and software extensively to programme lighting, sound and set designs. You’ll also use IT as a programming and planning aid. 

Problem Solving 
You will be constantly solving technical and theoretical problems with personnel, lighting, sound and sets. Every client will want a different service, and it’s your job to find ways of meeting their expectations. 

Working with Others 
You will need to work extensively with your colleagues and clients by collecting and analysing information, lighting designs, sound designs, and stage management plans, and liaising with others about the final product.
Course structure for Technical Theatre

To achieve this National Certificate you will need to achieve:

· eight Unit credits from the mandatory section 

· four Unit credits from the optional section 

Mandatory Units (eight credits): 

	Unit title
	Unit

code
	SCQF

level
	Credit

value
	Date achieved 

	Technical Theatre in Context
	F5L5 12
	6
	1
	

	Technical Theatre Production Operations
	F5L6 12
	6
	1
	

	Technical Theatre Workshop Skills
	F5L7 12
	6
	2
	

	Theatre Stage Lighting Operations
	F693 12
	6
	1
	

	Theatre Stage Management Operations
	F5LC 12
	6
	2
	

	Theatre Stage Sound Operations
	F694 12
	6
	1
	


Optional Units (four credits): 

	Unit title
	Unit

code
	SCQF

level
	Credit

value
	Date achieved 

	Communication
	F3GB 12
	6
	1
	

	Creative Project
	F58F 12
	6
	1
	

	Digital Media: Video Acquisition
	F1JW 10
	4
	1
	

	Digital Media: Video Editing
	F1KV 11
	5
	1
	

	Drama: Providing Theatre Wardrobe Services
	F5L2 12
	6
	1
	

	First Aid
	F19M 12
	6
	1
	

	Information and Communication Technology
	F3GC 12
	6
	1
	

	Multimedia Production for Theatre
	F696 12
	6
	1
	

	Numeracy
	F3GF 12
	6
	1
	

	Performing Arts Industry: An Introduction
	F5TG 12
	6
	1
	

	Problem Solving
	F3GD 12
	6
	1
	

	Professional Theatre in Context
	F5L4 12
	6
	1
	

	Theatre Stage Management in Practice
	F695 12
	6
	1
	

	Theatre Stage Model Set Construction
	F699 12
	6
	1
	

	Theatre Stage Set Construction
	F698 12
	6
	1
	

	Theatrical Design
	F697 12
	6
	1
	

	Theatrical Makeup
	F5LD 12
	6
	1
	

	Theatrical Prop Making
	F5LE 12
	6
	1
	

	Work Experience
	D36H 12
	6
	1
	

	Working with Others
	F3GE 12
	6
	1
	


Unit summaries

This section provides a brief description of each Unit in the Course. It explains:

· the purpose of each Unit 

· the subject-specific skills you will learn for each Unit

· which Core Skills you will be developing as you work through each Unit

· which Core Skill or Core Skill components are recorded in your Core Skills profile on your certificate
The Unit summaries are in alphabetical order so you can find them easily. This might not be the order you do them in. 

Communication (F3GB 12) 1 credit
In this Unit you will develop skills in:

· reading

· summarising and evaluating

· writing

· speaking and listening
The ability to communicate effectively with others is crucial in the theatre industry.

This is a Core Skills Unit. When you achieve this Unit, your Core Skills profile will be updated to show you have achieved Communication at SCQF level 6.

Creative Project (F58F 12) 1 credit
In this Unit, you will develop skills for planning, implementing and evaluating a creative project in a context such as music, drama, dance or art and design. 

You will: 

· produce a project plan detailing the intentions of the creative project intentions, the equipment and resources required, and the project timescale

· implement the project plan

· record the progress of the project, detailing any problems encountered and the effectiveness of techniques/equipment used

· produce an evaluation of the project in either written or oral form
As you are doing this Unit you will be developing aspects of the Core Skills in Communication and Problem Solving.

Digital Media: Video Acquisition (F1JW 10) 1 credit  
In this Unit, you will learn the skills you will need to produce a short digital video sequence to meet a brief. 

You will: 

· learn the basic components of digital media resources and their functions

· create a script or storyboard for a brief

· create a production schedule

· identify the required hardware and software

· identify copyright implications of video acquisition and current health and safety implications

· acquire digital material

· edit and present the final sequence in a format that’s appropriate to the brief 
As you are doing this Unit you will be developing aspects of the Core Skills in Problem Solving, Information and Communication Technology, and Communication.

Digital Media: Video Editing (F1KV 11) 1 credit
In this Unit, you will learn the skills you will need to acquire a short digital video narrative. 

You will: 

· identify and describe the hardware and software requirements of digital video acquisition

· devise a script or storyboard to meet a brief

· plan a strategy for acquiring digital video material

· present the edited narrative in a format that’s appropriate to the brief

· evaluate the finished product and your own performance
As you are doing this Unit you will be developing aspects of the Core Skills in Communication, Problem Solving, and Information and Communication Technology. 

Drama: Providing Theatre Wardrobe Services (F5L2 12) 1 credit  
In this Unit you will work as part of a team to develop skills and techniques for creating and adapting costumes. 

You will: 

· attend production meetings

· produce costume lists and measurement charts

· select designs and create costumes

· fit costumes to actors

· label and store costumes

· maintain, clean and store costumes
As you are doing this Unit you will be developing aspects of the Core Skills in Communication, Numeracy, Problem Solving, and Working with Others.
First Aid (F19M 12) 1 credit  
In this Unit, you will develop the skills needed to deal effectively with people who are injured or who suffer a sudden illness before medical aid is available. 

You will: 

· explain the theory and practice of life-saving procedures set out in the Health and Safety Executive Guidelines to ensure that the correct actions are taken promptly and effectively 

· demonstrate first aid procedures by effectively managing and treating specific injuries and conditions
As you are doing this Unit you will be developing aspects of the Core Skills of Communication, Problem Solving and Working with Others.
Information and Communication Technology (F3GC 12) 1 credit
In this Unit you will learn how to use Information and Communication Technology (ICT) independently, effectively, and responsibly to access, process, and present information while carrying out a range of tasks. 

This is a Core Skills Unit. When you achieve this Unit, your Core Skills profile will be updated to show you have achieved Information and Communication Technology at SCQF level 6.

Multimedia Production for Theatre (F696 12) 1 credit  
In this Unit you will develop skills in using Audio Visual (AV) and IT equipment to provide multimedia for performance in a theatrical context. 

You will: 
· work from a given brief and construct a multimedia presentation for performance

· plan, prepare, present and evaluate a multimedia sequence for use in a performance

· use IT equipment and software to prepare and present a multimedia sequence
As you are doing this Unit you will be developing aspects of the Core Skills in Communication, Problem Solving, and Information and Communication Technology.
Numeracy (F3GF 12) 1 credit
In this Unit you will learn how to use straightforward numerical skills that involve graphical information, calculations, and solving problems. 

This is a Core Skills Unit. When you achieve this Unit, your Core Skills profile will be updated to show you have achieved Numeracy at SCQF level 6.

Performing Arts Industry: An Introduction (F5TG 12) 1 credit  
In this Unit, you will research an organisation involved in the performing arts industry. 

You will: 

· identify organisations, companies and venues which contribute to both the commercial and public sectors

· select one 

· investigate and research it 

· present your findings
As you are doing this Unit you will be developing aspects of the Core Skills in Problem Solving and Communication. 
Problem Solving (F3GD 12) 1 credit
In this Unit you will develop skills in: 

· critical thinking

· planning and organising

· reviewing and evaluating 
The ability to effectively analyse and resolve problems, situations or issues is crucial when you are working in the theatre industry.  

This is a Core Skill Unit. When you achieve this Unit, your Core Skills profile will be updated to show you have achieved Problem Solving at SCQF level 6.

Professional Theatre in Context (F5L4 12) 1 credit
In this Unit, you will develop skills that enable you to analyse two contrasting professional theatrical productions in different styles or genres. 

You will: 

· explore the roles and responsibilities of the director, artistic and technical members of a production team before attending two contrasting productions

· consider and evaluate the effectiveness of the technical and artistic aspects of each production
As you are doing this Unit you will be developing aspects of the Core Skill in Communication and Problem Solving.

Technical Theatre in Context (F5L5 12) 1 credit  
In this Unit, you learn about the roles and responsibilities of theatre personnel involved in productions, and will be introduced to the technical aspects and terminology used in a theatre production. 

You will: 

· investigate and analyse the use and effect of the technical aspects of a live theatrical performance

· demonstrate your knowledge and understanding of theatre roles, terminology and practices, including health and safety, and legislation

· investigate a range of performance spaces and explain their suitability for different productions and explain the constraints associated with different performance spaces

· from a textual extract, identify sound, lighting, set and prop requirements
As you are doing this Unit you will be developing aspects of the Core Skill in Communication and Problem Solving.

Technical Theatre Production Operations (F5L6 12) 1 credit

In this Unit you will learn about the production process — including job and role allocation, the pre-rehearsal process, and the production week, which will cover fit-ups, focus, plot, technical rehearsals and dress rehearsals. You will develop the skills you need to be a technician, including pre-show checks. 

You will: 

· participate in production meetings 

· demonstrate technical skills

· comply with health and safety requirements

· analyse strengths and areas for development of the production process and your own performance

· identify and justify strategies for future development
As you are doing this Unit you will be developing aspects of the Core Skills in Communication and Problem Solving.
Technical Theatre Workshop Skills (F5L7 12) 2 credits  
In this Unit you will develop skills in using tools and construction materials to create a model set and a scenic element from drawings and plans. 

You will: 
· design and construct scenic elements from a text 

· design and construct a model set

· use  tools associated with set construction

· construct a scenic element from a set design

· adhere to health and safety procedures associated with a theatre workshop
As you are doing this Unit you will be developing aspects of the Core Skills in Communication and Problem Solving.
Theatre Stage Lighting Operations (F693 12) 1 credit

In this Unit you will develop skills in operating and maintaining lighting equipment for a theatre production. 

You will: 
· interpret and implement a given lighting plan 

· rig, focus, colour, test and operate lighting equipment
As you are doing this Unit you will be developing aspects of the Core Skills in Communication and Problem Solving.

Theatre Stage Management in Practice (F695 12) 1 credit  
In this Unit you will develop skills in stage management, as used in the roles of Stage Manager and Deputy Stage Manager.

You will: 

· undertake stage management duties during a rehearsal run and performance

· compile a prompt copy for performance

· analyse your own abilities
As you are doing this Unit you will be developing aspects of the Core Skills in Communication, Working with Others, and Problem Solving.
Theatre Stage Management Operations (F5LC 12) 2 credit  s

In this Unit you will develop skills in the key aspects of stage management throughout the phases of a production. 

You will: 

· identify the roles and responsibilities associated with stage management

· complete and organise rehearsal and performance documentation

· demonstrate the operation of the prompt corner during a production
As you are doing this Unit you will be developing aspects of the Core Skills in Communication.
Theatre Stage Model Set Construction (F699 12) 1 credit  
In this Unit you will develop the skills you will need to interpret and produce scale plans, and to use tools, construction materials and decoration materials in the creation of a model set.

You will: 

· interpret scale plans relevant to set construction

· describe the process of model set construction

· produce scale plans

· select appropriate construction and decoration materials and tools

· construct a model set
As you are doing this Unit you will be developing aspects of the Core Skills in Numeracy, Communication, and Problem solving.
Theatre Stage Set Construction (F698 12) 1 credit  
In this Unit you will develop skills in planning and constructing sets for stage. You will learn about set construction materials and tools, and work in teams to construct scenic elements.
You will: 

· identify construction methods and materials

· participate in production meetings

· plan time scales and resources

· regulate health and safety resources

· construct a set for stage
As you are doing this Unit you will be developing aspects of the Core Skills in Problem Solving and Communication.
Theatre Stage Sound Operations (F694 12) 1 credit

In this Unit you will develop skills in operating and maintaining sound equipment for a theatre production.

You will: 
· interpret and implement a sound plan

· rig, connect, test, control and operate sound equipment

· identify sound requirements

· select appropriate resources and equipment

· source, record and edit sound effects

· rig and connect sound equipment

· carry out sound checks

· plot and run sound cues

As you are doing this Unit you will be developing aspects of the Core Skills in Communication and Problem Solving.
Theatrical Design (F697 12) 1 credit  
In this Unit you will develop skills in set, props, costume, lighting or sound design for a production. 

You will: 
· create a folio of design work

· carry out research

· explore a text, create designs and drawings

· work as part of a production team for a theatre production

· plan, prepare, organise and carry out tasks

· review your own design folio on an ongoing basis
As you are doing this Unit you will be developing aspects of the Core Skills in Communication, Problem Solving, and Working with Others. 
Theatrical Make-Up (F5LD 12) 1 credit  
In this Unit, you will learn about the principles of make-up design and the practical aspects of make-up application for performance. 

You will: 

· research materials, techniques and safe application/removal of stage make-up

· work with performers and other members of the production team
As you are doing this Unit you will be developing aspects of the Core Skills in Problem Solving and Working with Others.
Theatrical Prop Making (F5LE 12) 1 credit  
In this Unit you will use a range of prop making materials and construction methods and will have the opportunity to research, interpret designs and construct theatrical props. 
As you are doing this Unit you will be developing aspects of the Core Skills in Communication and Problem Solving.
Work Experience (D36H 12) 1 credit
In this Unit you will arrange and complete a work experience placement. 

This Unit has the Core Skills of Problem Solving and Working with Others embedded in it, which means when you achieve this Unit your Core Skills profile will also be updated to show that you have achieved Problem Solving and Working with Others at SCQF level 6. 
Working with Others (F3GE 12) 1 credit
In this Unit you will develop skills in: 

· interacting co-operatively with others 

· reviewing and evaluating the effectiveness of your interactions
The ability to interact with others effectively is crucial when you are working in the theatre industry. 

This is a Core Skill Unit. When you achieve this Unit, your Core Skills profile will be updated to show you have achieved Working with Others at SCQF level 6.

