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National Certificate in Hairdressing (G9K3 46)
Course overview and skills development summary

Introduction

National Certificates are made up of Units. Each Unit is mapped against an agreed set of national standards to identify the appropriate level and credit value defined by the Scottish Credit and Qualifications Framework (SCQF).

The SCQF level is a measure of how hard the Unit is. 

The credit value is a measure of the time, on average, it should take a learner to achieve the Unit. A single-credit Unit works out at an average of 40 hours teaching time and 20 hours self-directed learning. A double credit Unit works out an average of 80 hours teaching time and 40 hours self directed learning. If you’d like more information, it is available at www.scqf.org.uk.
Most National Certificates have mandatory and optional Units:

· Mandatory Units provide the generic knowledge, understanding and skills needed to be successful in your chosen career. Every student has to complete them.

· Optional Units give you an opportunity to choose a particular area of interest that you would like to learn about. 
This document provides information about the Units that make up your Course and the skills you will be developing as you work through each Unit. It explains: 

· the way you will use Core Skills in your chosen area of work

· how the Course is structured

It also describes the purpose of each Unit in the Course, including: 

· the subject-specific skills you will develop in each Unit

· the Core Skills you will develop naturally as you work through each Unit

· any Core Skill or Core Skill component that will be recorded on your certificate

Core Skills in your chosen area of work

As a stylist working in the hairdressing industry you will be using Core Skills every day.

Communication 

You need to be able to read manufacturers’ instructions. You also need to be able to deal with customers, understand their requirements, and provide clear advice and information.

Numeracy 

You will need to handle cash in a commercial setting, and carry out measurement so you can mix products and chemicals, as well as determining length and angles when you’re cutting hair. 

Information and Communication Technology 

You will need to be able to carry out research using the internet and build a photographic log of completed hairstyles.

Problem Solving 

You will need to be able to accurately assess natural hair colour and calculate the correct mixing ratios for products and chemicals when changing a client’s hair colour.

Working with Others 
You need to be able to work with customers and colleagues.

Course structure for Hairdressing 

To achieve this National Certificate you will need to achieve:

· eight Unit credits from the mandatory section 

· four Unit credits from the optional section 

Mandatory Units (eight credits): 

	Unit title
	Unit

code
	SCQF

level
	Credit

value
	Date achieved 

	Colour Correction
	F78R 12
	6
	1
	

	Combination Haircutting
	F78S 12
	6
	2
	

	Commercial Experience
	F78V 12
	6
	1
	

	Hair Colouring and Lightening
	F78P 12
	6
	2
	

	Style, Dress and Finish Hair
	F78T 12
	6
	1
	

	Styling for a Total Look
	F78W12
	6
	1
	


Optional Units (four credits): 

	Unit title
	Unit

code
	SCQF

level
	Credit

value
	Date achieved 

	Beauty: Creative Current Make-up Trends
	F5B3 12
	6
	1
	

	Creative Haircutting
	F78X12
	6
	1
	

	Digital Imaging
	D7YF12
	6
	1
	

	Hairdressing: Long Hair Design
	DN5Y 33
	6
	1
	

	Photography: Digital Imaging
	F8KM 12
	6
	1
	

	Research Skills
	D669 12
	6
	1
	

	Scalp, Neck and Shoulder Massage
	F6XE 12
	6
	1
	

	Working with Commercial Synthetic Postiche
	F78Y 12
	6
	1
	


Unit summaries

This section provides a brief description of each Unit in the Course. It explains:

· the purpose of each Unit

· the subject-specific skills you will learn for each Unit

· which Core Skills you will be developing as you work through each Unit

· which Core Skill or Core Skill components are recorded in your Core Skills profile on your certificate
The Unit summaries are in alphabetical order so you can find them easily. This might not be the order you do them in. 

Beauty: Creative Current Make-up Trends (F5B3 12) 1 credit  
In this Unit you will develop skills in applying makeup, then create and present a ‘look’ on a client, which reflects a current make-up trend. 
You will:

· explore, identify and interpret current make-up trends from a variety of sources
· plan and prepare to create a current make-up ‘look’  
· evaluate your performance in relation to specified employability skills and evaluate your progress in achieving goals.
As you are doing this Unit you will be developing aspects of the Core Skills in Communication and Problem Solving. 

Colour Correction (F78R 12) 1 credit  
In this Unit you will develop skills in effective consultation, selecting, removing and applying products to achieve a variety of colour correction results.

You will: 
· measure and record colour products

· consult with clients by listening, seeking information and giving advice 

· prepare and apply suitable products to achieve colour correction

· prepare clients and resources appropriately, and follow manufacturer’s instructions when applying, developing and removing products

· review and assess colour service

· re-balance hair condition 

· follow health and safety procedures at all times
As you are doing this Unit you will be developing aspects of the Core Skills in Communication, Problem Solving and Numeracy.

Combination Haircutting (F78S 12) 2 credits

In this Unit you will develop skills in combining techniques to produce haircuts which reflect the needs of individual clients taking into account the finished look. 

You will: 
· research and gather information on a variety of combination haircuts
· produce a style book which identifies and describes combined cutting categories and techniques
· prepare for the cutting service by consulting your client, taking account of influencing factors 
· select the appropriate cutting categories, techniques, and suitable cutting tools and equipment

As you are doing this Unit you will be developing aspects of the Core Skills in Communication and Problem Solving.
Commercial Experience (F78V 12) 1 credit
In this Unit you will   gain employment experience within a specified commercial environment. 

You will:

·  identify an organisation suitable for gaining commercial experience in a chosen subject area

· provide consecutive services to clients in a commercial setting, which includes a commercially viable timeframe 

· critically and effectively evaluate your own experience in the commercial setting

As you are doing this Unit you will be developing aspects of the Core Skills in Communication, Problem Solving, Numeracy, and Working with Others. 

Creative Haircutting (F78X 12) 1 credit  
In this Unit you will develop skills in creative cutting techniques to produce haircuts which reflect current creative trends. 

You will: 
· research and identify a range of current creative trends and the techniques used to achieve them
· plan a range of haircuts which reflect current creative trends
· perform the planned haircuts using creative cutting techniques 
· present evidence of your findings in a portfolio that includes photographs of finished looks

As you are doing this Unit you will be developing aspects of the Core Skills in Communication, Problem Solving, Working with Others, and Information and Communication Technology.

Digital Imaging (D7YF 12) 1 credit
In this Unit, you will develop skills in using digital techniques. 

You will: 

· use digital imaging equipment and identify correct hardware to import images

· carry out image manipulation using software package

· produce a series of digitally enhanced or manipulated images

· output images onto printing media

As you are doing this Unit you will be developing aspects of the Core Skills in Communication, Numeracy, Information and Communication Technology and Problem Solving. 

Hair Colouring and Lightening (F78P 12) 2 credits  
In this Unit, through research and practical activity, you will develop skills in producing a variety of current fashion effects in hair colouring and lightening. 

You will: 
· develop effective consultation skills
· develop the ability to select suitable products, plan placement and application of colouring and lightening products to produce a variety of current fashion effects
As you are doing this Unit you will be developing aspects of the Core Skills in Communication, Problem Solving, Numeracy and Working with Others.

 Hairdressing: Long Hair Design (DN5Y 33) 1 credit

In this Unit you will develop skills in handling and dressing long hair. 

You will: 
· research styling techniques 
· plan, prepare and work with clients to produce three current long hair styles taking into account client preferences and influencing factors
· provide advice and guidance to clients 
As you are doing this Unit you will be developing aspects of the Core Skills in Communication, Problem Solving, and Working with Others. 

Photography: Digital Imaging (F8KM 12) 1 credit  
In this Unit, you will develop skills in producing your own original and well planned images.

 You will: 

· import a range of image types into a digital environment
· process and manipulate images within a software package
· produce a series of digitally enhanced or manipulated images
· collate and present final images in an appropriate format
As you are doing this Unit you will be developing aspects of the Core Skills in Information and Communication Technology and Problem Solving.

Research Skills (D669 12) 1 credit  
In this Unit you will develop skills in carrying out research activities. 

You will:

· plan a piece of research

· gather and analyse data

· report on findings

· evaluate the completed work

This Unit has the Core Skill of Problem Solving embedded in it, so when you achieve this Unit your Core Skills profile will be updated to show that you have achieved Problem Solving at SCQF level 6.
Scalp, Neck and Shoulder Massage (F6XE 12) 1 credit  
In this Unit you will develop skills in performing massage on the scalp, head and shoulder. You will also research a variety of product ranges, suitable for a variety of hair and scalp conditions.

You will:

· identify the structure and function of the skin and hair as well as the bones and muscles of the head, neck and shoulder area

· research skin and hair types 

· identify conditions and factors preventing treatment 

· analyse the client’s skin and hair

· select an appropriate treatment plan and products to suit the client needs

As you are doing this Unit you will be developing aspects of the Core Skills in Communication, Problem solving and Numeracy.

Style, Dress and Finish Hair (F78T 12) 1 credit

In this Unit you will develop skills in planning, preparing, dressing and finishing hair effectively.

 You will: 

· identify physical changes that take place in the hair structure while temporality changing the shape of the hair

· consult with the client to determine the required look

As you are doing this Unit you will be developing aspects of the Core Skills in Problem Solving and Communication.

Styling for a Total Look (F78W 12) 1 credit

In this Unit you will develop skills in creating a total look.

 You will: 

· research and identify chosen media from a variety of sources including fashion, theatre or TV/film

· produce a style board to incorporate and combine a range of textures and colour images of hairstyles, make-up and clothing to achieve the total look
· produce a design plan of the image
As you are doing this Unit you will be developing aspects of the Core Skills in Communication and Problem Solving. 

Working with Commercial Synthetic Postiche (F78Y 12) 1 credit

In this Unit you will develop skills in consulting with clients who need to use a commercial synthetic postiche.
You will: 
· use empathy and sensitivity when consulting with clients who need to use a commercial postiche
· provide advice on appropriate colour, style, fitting and maintenance
· adapt synthetic postiche to meet the requirements of the client

As you are doing this Unit you will be developing aspects of the Core Skills in Communication, Problem Solving and Working with Others. 
