The East Ayrshire Schools Partnership with the University of the West of Scotland to deliver the Languages Baccalaureate.

The first Scottish Baccalaureate Modern Languages partnership and

experience in East Ayrshire involving Stewarton and Auchinleck Academies and the University of the West of Scotland (UWS) School of Education (Ayr

Campus) has proved a great success.

The school students worked with their teachers, education authority personnel and UWS staff members.

A key to the success of the IP was the students being registered as UWS students for the duration to engage with the university module (Step Up to University.) 

Six Saturday morning sessions at Ayr Campus, with online and blended learning support available, were completed. These proved invaluable as it enhanced student personal development in areas such as research, time management, problem solving, maintaining a blog and e-portfolios, as well as presentation skills.

The Baccalaureate topics – some students visited a partner school in France to present the projects to their peers, while others researched personal areas of interest – were varied and very interesting.

They included:

· Is there a market for Irn Bru in France?

· Examine the differing attitudes between French and Scottish students regarding their sense of belonging to the European Union.

· Measuring the Knowledge of Scottish Culture in French Secondary Schools

· Do the French believe the Scottish nation has an interest in healthy eating?

· Setting up an after school club for primary pupils to ‘Explore French Culture through the use of Basic Conversational French.’

In addition, all students compared their knowledge and understanding of being European with their French counterparts.

Hugh Smith, Head of Continuing Professional Development at the School of Education, Ayr Campus, was impressed with the quality of engagement by the students.

“With UWS funding and a commitment from both staff and students, this was a highly successful first Scottish Baccalaureate interdisciplinary project,” he said.

“We offered learning advice, opened up the university to them and, in many ways, this early exposure to university life meant they ended up, effectively, with skills that final year students would have.

“We are also pleased that we’re involved in another IP following on from such a quality engagement.”

Clearly, the school students felt they benefited from taking part in the IP.

Abigayle said: “The Baccalaureate helped me in preparing for the realities of independent study; the routine of research; cherry-picking the best information; analysing information and outputting a piece of work that you've helped shape from the moment it began - a true piece of original thought.  

“Not only has it helped me experience the joy of travelling to France and being immersed in authentic French living - I did the main part of my project in Pays-de-la-Loire, staying with a family - but it helped me gain unique language exposure through language in action.

“It helped me win my initial place at university as I stood out from the other candidates with this extra qualification. 

“Although I am taking a year out from study at the moment, I believe the experience has also helped me in the real world. I gained employment after my very first interview for a large and popular department store. 

“I am ultimately pleased that the hard work I put in on my final year at school with the Baccalaureate has yielded such a great result.”

Rebecca said she felt the Baccalaureate gave her sixth year a purpose and helped boost her confidence.

“I had to think a lot more on my own and that has certainly prepared me for university,” she said. “It also helped me prepare for the wider world as I had to make phone calls and make arrangements with other establishments which I did not really have to do before. 

“Overall, I would say the Baccalaureate helped me to mature and in many ways it made my transition from school much easier.”

David Rose, Depute Headteacher, said the students had found the experience of completing the Baccalaureate extremely rewarding and valuable.  

“The partnership with the UWS added credibility. It helped with supporting the young people and allowing access to University resources,” he said.

“With the University’s backing, they completed a journey that saw them develop many cognitive and interpersonal skills resulting in increased confidence.

“There is no doubt the candidates have a much greater chance of surviving the challenges of University life given their Baccalaureate experience. The projects chosen in most cases were geared towards chosen degree courses.  

“The positive feedback from parents has been particularly rewarding given the initial scepticism of students taking on a new qualification.  

“This is a fantastic addition to the senior phase that we will be building on in partnership with the UWS."
