
GLASGOW CITY COUNCIL SCHOOLS – LANGUAGES BACCALAUREATE

Glasgow City Council presented thirteen students for various components of the Languages Baccalaureate award for the first time.  

Participants excelled as their interdisciplinary project (IP) awards - nine As and four Bs - prove. Furthermore, three students were awarded a distinction for the full Languages Baccalaureate.

The pupils from four schools – Bellahouston Academy, Hillhead High, Holyrood Secondary and Shawlands Academy – set an extremely high standard, presenting projects that were both interesting and varied.

A highlight of their Languages Baccalaureate experience was a visit to the European Parliament in Strasbourg for a series of seminars involving 600 pupils from all over Europe as part of the Euroscola initiative. 

The Glasgow students left a huge impression on their European cousins as they delivered their presentations in French, one of only three countries who elected to do so. The visit helped them carry out primary research for their IPs during a street survey and, of course, offered an ideal opportunity to practise their growing language skills.

An introductory event for the students launched the Glasgow Languages Baccalaureate while staff involved met regularly to share ideas and address any teething problems.

Bellahouston Academy students’ projects included:

· the provision of MLPS (Modern Languages in Primary Schools) in Glasgow and Strasbourg 

· and whether language skills were valued in the tourist industry in restaurants and hotels - in Glasgow and Strasbourg - to cater for foreign tourists.

Hillhead High’s project researched:

· the viability of a market for Chinese music and culture in Glasgow and Strasbourg. 

Holyrood Secondary focused on:

· how to encourage MLPS in Glasgow; 

· how to encourage S2 to continue studying languages in senior stage and beyond; 

· how to create a linguistic / historical classroom resource from original FWW postcards written in French 

· and, finally, do Glaswegians appreciate foreign subtitled films?

Shawlands Academy looked at:

· the Latin experience in France and Scotland and whether this classical language was still valued? 

· The Roma immigrant experiences in Glasgow and Strasbourg 

· European ecological issues were other projects for its students.

For all involved, this Baccalaureate was a fruitful and hugely enjoyable experience to round off their final school days.

David Yang, the SQA’s first ever candidate in Mandarin Chinese, was typical of the students participating in the Baccalaureate when he outlined the benefits of the learning experience.

The 18 year-old from Hillhead High said the positive – and critical feedback - from his presentation fostered a mature attitude in him.

“The Interdisciplinary Project has definitely allowed me to develop many generic skills and not only the chosen subject matter,” said David, who is also an accomplished musician.

“I have greatly enhanced my interpersonal skills, in particular, using established and new contacts to achieve my own goals in three languages – English, French and Mandarin.

“I also appreciate the value of meticulous planning and realistic time management which could prove vital to the success of future projects.

“Another important lesson is not being afraid to ask for help as I feel that the support of others has contributed to my overall success. I now view problem solving as a useful tool and I no longer fear facing problems, but rather, use them to improve original ideas.”

The IP also gave David professional, musical opportunities, including performing with the Harmony Ensemble at the Glasgow City Royal Concert Hall.

“Overall, I feel that Baccalaureate has prepared me for the world of work, raising my awareness of the broad contexts involved: Citizenship, Employability and Enterprise.

“Working on this project has also strengthened my lifelong passion for music and my intended future career in this area.”
Paul Middleton, Development Officer for the Modern Languages Support and Development Team, Glasgow City Council said the work on the projects boosted the students’ confidence and determination.

“At the outset, some were shy to use their French but they grew in confidence, which was great to see,” said Paul.

“They also gradually accepted that asking for help was a strength, not a weakness and, interestingly, they felt their work, including public speaking, during the Baccalaureate projects would assist them with future university interviews – none felt they would be tongue tied.

“We are now looking forward to the next set of projects.”

Clearly, the visit to Strasbourg in November 2010 will be long remembered by the Glasgow students who raved about their stay in France. 

Here is what some of them had to say.

Max Graham, Holyrood Secondary, said: “It was brilliant to have the opportunity to speak French in the Parliament. My spoken French has improved a great deal and I now feel more confident when speaking.” 

Sarah Harrison, Holyrood Secondary: “It was a fantastic experience. I feel my French greatly improved and I’m very grateful to have had this opportunity. A great trip with a great group of people.”

Lauren O’Donnell, Holyrood Secondary: “It was a great trip, I didn’t want to leave. I would urge other pupils to take this opportunity to meet other students from Scotland and all over Europe.” 
Clara Pirie, Shawlands Academy: “This was such a fantastic experience and exactly what language learning should be: fun and intense. We were immersed in French from the beginning and I loved it. I made so many new friends as well and I don’t think it would be possible for anyone to NOT enjoy themselves.” 

Caitlin Drysdale, Holyrood Secondary: “It was an amazing experience. My confidence in conversational French is much better and I loved the opportunity to go to the Parliament and meet young people from all over Europe. I would recommend this trip to other pupils and would love to go back.”  

Julie Rennie, Bellahouston Academy: “I absolutely loved the week and it improved my French tremendously. I am no longer scared to actually use the language. I also feel more confident after all these experiences, especially reporting back to the Parliament. I didn’t want to go home!”  
Gillian Edgar, Bellahouston Academy: “It was an extremely amazing trip. I loved every minute of it. I was surprised at how easy it was to make friends and, by speaking French to citizens on the street, my confidence in speaking French greatly increased, too. The day in the Parliament was a once in a lifetime experience and I feel so proud to have been a part of it. I met so many wonderful people and it’s an experience I will never forget.” 

Courtney Gallacher, Bellahouston Academy: “This was the best trip ever for me. I met so many new and wonderful people and my French greatly improved. I gained confidence, too. I’m very grateful to have been given this opportunity. Merci beaucoup!”
