Languages Baccalaureate Case Study 2
Scott’s Experience.
DELVING into the business world in Scotland and Europe, coping with its difficulties and coming up with solutions to problems were all made possible for language Baccalaureate candidate, Scott at Holy Rood High in Edinburgh.

He relished the new, different learning study environments needed on his project and this also gave him a chance to explore a number of aspects of the language that didn’t naturally fit into the curriculum.

In Scott’s interesting project, he undertook a comparative analysis between businesses – those making extensive use of languages and others where little or no use was made.

New to big business and because it was the school’s first involvement with the Baccalaureate, no-one knew exactly what to expect. Contacting people was the first hurdle to be overcome, so writing letters and speaking to business people in France and Italy was a real challenge.
But although Scott had serious issues with the language, his developing problem-solving skills were fully tested and he said he learned a great deal from the experience. He got limited feedback to questionnaires he had sent out because of the festive season when companies were particularly busy but he regarded this as a useful lesson.

“I felt it was a realistic simulation of the wider world because you can’t expect everything to be on a plate,” said Scott. “You have just got to make the best of what you have and hopefully that is what I did.”

With one candidate for the Science Baccalaureate and one for the Languages Baccalaureate, staff in the Holy Rood’s two departments met to share ideas, attended the candidates’ presentations and worked together on internal verification of the pupils’ projects.  

They felt, from a linguistic point of view, that Scott made huge progress particularly in speaking and writing because he had to access areas that were brand new to him.

Because he was writing to, and speaking with foreign businesses, his presentation and problem solving skills improved because he had to adopt a more lateral approach to overcome difficulties.

Scott, who has now gone on to university, is convinced that his experiences of independent learning through the Baccalaureate will be invaluable during his time in higher education.

The Baccalaureate, he said, enhanced self-motivation, a skill needed in higher education and, eventually, in employment. “The Baccalaureate has made me a successful learner and I am really thankful for that,” he said. 

