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Questions and Answers 
National 5 Music — October 2018 webinar
Assignment
How many elements and concepts should candidates include in their assignment?
National 5 candidates should use at least 3 elements from melody, rhythm, harmony, timbre and structure. They do not have to use a set number of concepts.
Do candidates have to notate song melodies, or are the chords and strumming pattern for their accompanying instrument acceptable?
Candidates do not need to notate melodies — their performance plan with chords and lyrics is sufficient.
What do candidates need to include in their performance plan to make it comparable to a written score?

A performance plan can include: a guide to the structure of the piece, lyrics, chords, scales and key(s) used.

If a singer-songwriter sings out of tune, will it affect their mark?

If a candidate sings out of tune, the marker refers to the score to see what the composer’s intentions were. Although the performance is not marked, candidates should produce as accurate a rendition as possible.
Should we use recording equipment to record a composition instead of sending a file created on Sibelius? Does this affect a candidate’s mark?

Both options are equally acceptable and do not have an effect on the marks candidates are awarded. All parts of the composition must be clearly audible on the recording.

Why is the audio marked rather than the score?

The marker listens to the music and uses the marking instructions to make a judgement on how the candidate has creatively and imaginatively developed their musical ideas. Some candidates create a performance plan that is appropriate to the style and genre they are composing in. Markers use the score or performance plan as a guide. 
When writing in a traditional Scottish style, can a candidate compose a set of music, for example a waltz into a march?

A candidate can compose a set of music; however, the National 5 Music assignment requires candidates to compose ‘one piece of music’. This cannot be a compilation of smaller pieces, although they can be linked together. 

A key focus of the assessment criteria is the development of ideas. One piece (1 minute to 2 minutes and 30 seconds in duration) gives candidates scope to demonstrate development. Smaller sections or pieces of music do not offer candidates the same opportunity. 
If a candidate decides to compose two or more Scottish dance tunes for their National 5 Music assignment, then they need to ensure they demonstrate sufficient development of musical ideas. 

Is it acceptable for a candidate to submit a backing track that they have composed on Sibelius as part of the composition?

Yes, as long as the candidate has created the backing track and included details of the composition in their composing review.

If a composition is effectively a candidate’s stream of consciousness, can it still access the full range of marks

Yes, the candidate can access the full range of marks as long as long as their composition demonstrates the development of rhythm, melody and timbre.
Are the assessment criteria the same for the National 5 and Higher assignments?

Yes, the marking instructions are the same for the National 5 and Higher assignments; however, use of harmony is mandatory for Higher.
Do candidates have to demonstrate development in all three elements?

No. Candidates should show development that is appropriate to the style of music. For example: Melodies can be developed through the addition of passing notes or by changing some of the notes. Rhythms can also be developed by making changes to the original idea to create rhythmic variety. Timbre can be developed by using different parts of the instrument.
If composing for drum kit the candidate may demonstrate development in timbre and rhythm. 
Does changing the rhythm of a melody count as development? 

Yes, changing the rhythm of a melody, for example changing the rhythm in each verse of a song to fit the lyrics, contributes to the development of musical ideas.

Does adding a counter melody to a return section count as development?

Yes.
If a candidate does not mention a feature that has been developed in their composing review, but it is clear in the score or audio, will the feature still be taken into account when marking the piece?
Yes. The composition is marked based on the audio.
In the composing review, is one section (main decisions, development, and strengths) more heavily weighted than the others?

Each section in the composing review is weighted equally. If, for example, a candidate’s evidence for the main decisions section and the development section falls within the in the 
9–10 mark range, but their evidence relating to the strengths and/or areas for improvement section falls within the 7–8 mark range, markers would award the candidate 9 marks overall for their composing review.

What could Candidate X have done to achieve 20 marks?

Candidate X could have developed the A section on its return more imaginatively. Their use of rhythm in the B section was creative, but not highly creative — more rhythmic variety would have enhanced this section. 

Did the marker consider Candidate X’s choice of accompaniment when marking the audio?
Yes, markers consider all musical elements when they mark the composition.
Was it appropriate for Candidate X to include a fanfare in a waltz?

Candidate X identified the middle section as being fanfare-like, based on the rhythms used, which worked well in this composition. This showed candidate X’s creativity.
Candidate X’s composition included Higher concepts. Is it possible to gain full marks for the composition using only National 5 concepts?

Yes, refer to candidates 3 and 9 in the National 5 Music assignment Understanding Standards pack published in June 2017 and candidate 7 in the October 2017 pack. These compositions achieved high or full marks using National 5 concepts.
Should teachers and lecturers encourage National 5 candidates to use concepts from Higher or Advanced Higher?

Candidates can use concepts above National 5 level. If they choose to use Higher or Advanced Higher concepts, they need to use them appropriately and effectively.

Candidate Y developed some elements of their composition, such as the vamp and melody, why did the composition only receive 9 marks? 

Candidate Y’s use of the vamp and melody showed some development but not always an appropriate level of development. 
Candidate Y’s composition featured notes played by the bass guitar, but Candidate Y did not notate them on the score. How was Candidate Y’s development of ideas marked?

The marker marked Candidate Y’s audio file rather than their score, so they heard the bass guitar part and used this to award marks to the development of ideas.

Did Candidate Z create the piano part in their composition? Candidate Z’s composing review stated that they played the bass line and drum kit parts but did not mention the piano.

Candidate Z should have included details of how the piano part was created in their composing review. 
Are Candidates X, Y and Z real National 5 Music candidates?

Yes, these candidates are real National 5 Music candidates. We will publish a new Understanding Standards pack based on these candidates on SQA’s secure site in November.
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