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SQA Advanced 
Qualifications 

SQA Advanced Qualifications are 

internationally recognised higher education 

qualifications at certificate and diploma 

level. They provide you with the theoretical 

knowledge and practical skills such as 

information technology, communication, 

and problem solving that a university or 

employer would expect you to have. 

They have been developed to meet the skills 

needs of employers and the requirements of 

education professionals. An SQA Advanced 

Diploma is equivalent to the first two years 

of a degree and enables advanced entry into 

many undergraduate degree programmes 

in SQA’s partner universities and higher 

education institutions. 

Practical Learning 

SQA Advanced Qualifications aim to 

develop the high-level transferable 

skills and academic knowledge required 

for degree study or work. They use 

practical approaches to learning, 

with study methods including project 

and assignment work, group work, 

presentations, and case studies. 

Assessment 

SQA Advanced Qualifications use a 

variety of assessment methods, such as 

an exam, essay, project, investigation and/ 

or a practical assignment. Assessment 

is quality assured through internal 

verification (using an institution's own 

staff) and external verification (using 

SQA subject experts from the education 

sector). 

Certification 

On successful completion of your SQA 

Advanced Qualification you will receive: 

• An SQA certificate stating the title of

the qualification studied

• A listing of all the units passed and

the grade awarded



 

 

 

 

Benefits to you 
• Progression – recognised by SQA’s progression partner universities

around the world to enable students to go on to complete a degree
in a related field

• Flexible – you will benefit from both real world experience and
academic recognition

• International – it is assessed in English and underpinned with
rigorous quality assurance

• Trusted by employers – develops the knowledge and transferable
skills the world’s businesses are looking for
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Progression 

Once you have successfully achieved your SQA Advanced Qualification you have 
a number of options. You can progress on to the second or third year of a related 
undergraduate degree with one of our university partners. 

Many students study for an SQA Advanced Diploma before progressing on to a 
related undergraduate degree. This can be a cost-effective route for those looking 
to gain international experience while achieving a degree. Successful graduates can 
study with world-leading universities. SQA’s progression partners (pictured below) 
recognise SQA Advanced Certificates and Diplomas, and provide advanced entry 
onto related degree programmes. Please note that individual universities may ask 
for additional entry requirements. 



About SQA 

The Scottish Qualifications Authority (SQA) is a well established awarding 
body in Sri Lanka, and around the world. We provide a range of internationally 
recognised qualifications to help students progress in their education or career. 
Based in Scotland, SQA works throughout the UK and internationally and we 
help people to realise their potential by providing a wide range of high quality, 
internationally recognised qualifications. SQA is a not-for-profit government 
sponsored agency sitting at the heart of Scotland's world-renowned education 
system. We have over 100 years’ experience in developing qualifications and 
qualification systems and over 20 years’ experience of working internationally in 
partnership with governments, colleges, universities, schools and industry. 
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About 
Scotland 
Situated within Europe, Scotland 
is a progressive nation built on 
innovation, creativity and the 
fabulous warmth of its people. 
Scotland is part of the United 
Kingdom and shares a border with 
England. 

From wild coastlines and pristine 
beaches to rolling valleys, towering 
mountains and historical cities, 
Scotland’s geography is a huge 
part of its appeal. For centuries, 

International 
Recognition 
SQA’s Advanced Qualifications are aligned 

to the Scottish Credit and Qualifications 

Framework (SCQF). The SCQF is a way 

of comparing qualifications; it covers 

achievements such as those from school, 

college, university, and many work-based 

qualifications. The SCQF also illustrates 

the relationships between Scottish 

qualifications and those in the rest of the 

UK, Europe and beyond, which can clarify 

international progression routes and credit 

transfer. 

Scots have travelled the world,  
sharing skills, wisdom, ingenuity 
– and friendship – everywhere
from the USA and Canada to
Australia and the Far East. Along
the way, we've also left our mark
in everything from exploration to
technology, education, banking,
government and so much more.

SQA’s Advanced Qualifications have 

also been evaluated by The Academic 

Credentials Evaluation Institute (ACEI), 

World Education Services (WES) and 

UK NARIC. This analysis provides further 

understanding of the value of SQA 

qualifications, the calibre of those who 

have achieved them, and how they 

compare with programs of study offered 

in universities and colleges around the 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Business 
The SQA Advanced Certifcate (SCQF 
level 7) and Advanced Diploma (SCQF 
level 8) in Business are designed 
to provide a broad understanding 
of business organisations and the 
environment in which they operate. 

Entry Requirements: 

Entry is at the discretion of the delivery 

centre 

Progression: 

The SQA Advanced Diploma in Business 

can provide advanced entry to degree-

level study.  For further information 

please refer to refer to the SQA university 

agreements. 

Visit sqa.org.uk/diplomatodegree 

Career Prospects: 

Human Resources Executive, Marketing 

Executive, Accounts Executive, Business 

Development Manager, Sales Executive 

Where to study: 

• American Education Centre Ltd 
(ANC)

• British School of Commerce

• JAVA Institute for Advanced 
Technology

• Kensley Gradute School

• Northshore College of Business and 
Technology

• Saegis Campus
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http://www.sqa.org.uk/diplomatodegree
http://bit.ly/SQA_Advanced_ANC
http://bit.ly/SQA_Advanced_LondonSchoolBSC
http://bit.ly/SQA_Advanced_JAVAinstitute
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http://bit.ly/SQA_Advanced_Northshore
http://bit.ly/SQA_Advanced_Northshore
http://bit.ly/SQA_Advanced_Saegis
http://bit.ly/SQA_Advanced_KensleyGraduateSchool
http://bit.ly/SQA_Advanced_Java_Institute
http://www.northshore.lk/programmes/


Civil 
Engineering 
SQA Advanced Certificate in Civil 

Engineering (SCQF level 7) 

This qualification develops knowledge 

and skills in areas such as geotechnics, 

civil engineering contracts and project 

management, construction site 

surveying, and construction technology 

(substructure and structural mechanics). 

SQA Advanced Diploma in Civil 

Engineering (SCQF level 8) 

This qualification builds on the knowledge 

and skills of the SQA Advanced 

Certificate and covers fluid mechanics 

and technology, computer applications 

for civil engineering, construction 

technical communication skills, health and 

safety in construction, reinforced concrete 

design and detailing, structural analysis, 

and structural steel design. 

Entry Requirements: 

Entry is at the discretion of the delivery 

centre 

Progression: 

The SQA Advanced Diploma in Civil 

Engineering can provide advanced 

entry to degree-level study. For further 

information please refer to refer to the 

SQA university agreements. 

Career Prospects: 

Technical Officer, Senior Engineering 

Technician, Civil Engineer, Site Engineer, 

Assistant Engineer, Engineering 

Superintendent 

Where to study: 

• American Education Centre Ltd (ANC)

• Northshore College of Business and

Technology

• SEI Campus, Sri Lanka. Branches:

Nugegoda, Matara, Embilipitiya

• 

Mechanical 
Engineering 
SQA Advanced Certificate in Mechanical 

Engineering (SCQF level 7) 

This qualification includes communication, 

engineering mathematics, quality 

management, engineering principles, 

materials selection, statics and strength 

of materials, dynamics, thermofluids, and 

pneumatics and hydraulics. 

SQA Advanced Diploma in Mechanical 

Engineering (SCQF level 8) 

This qualification includes business 

awareness and continuing professional 

development, engineering principles, 

statics and strength of materials, 

engineering drawing, engineering skills, 

plant systems, and applied industrial plant 

maintenance. 

Entry Requirements: 

Entry is at the discretion of the delivery 

centre 

Progression: 

The SQA Advanced Diploma in 

Mechanical Engineering can provide 

advanced entry to degree-level study.For 

further information please refer to refer to 

the SQA university agreements. 

Visit sqa.org.uk/diplomatodegree 

Career Prospects: 

Assistant Engineer 

Where to study: 

• American Education Centre Ltd (ANC)

• SEI Campus, Sri Lanka. Branches:

Nugegoda, Matara, Embilipitiya
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http://bit.ly/SQA_Advanced_ANC
http://bit.ly/SQA_Advanced_Northshore
http://bit.ly/SQA_Advanced_Northshore
http://bit.ly/SQA_Advanced_SEICampus
http://bit.ly/SQA_Advanced_SEICampus
http://www.sqa.org.uk/diplomatodegree
http://bit.ly/SQA_Advanced_ANC
http://bit.ly/SQA_Advanced_SEICampus
http://bit.ly/SQA_Advanced_SEICampus


Computing: 
Software 
Development 
The SQA Advanced Diploma in 

Computing: Software Development 

(SCQF level 8) provides current skills in 

specialist technical software development, 

and develops up-to-date knowledge in 

programming and systems development. 

The software development activities 

covered include: new development, 

modification, re-use, re-engineering and 

maintenance. 

Entry Requirements: 

Entry is at the discretion of the delivery 

centre 

Progression: 

The SQA Advanced Diploma in 

Computing: Software Development can 

provide advanced entry to degree-level 

study. For further information please refer 

to refer to the SQA university agreements. 

Visit sqa.org.uk/diplomatodegree 

Career Prospects: 

Software Engineer, Applications 

Developer, Data Scientist, Web Developer, 

Computer Forensic Investigator, Network 

& OS Technician, Game Developer 

Computer 
Science 

The SQA Advanced Diploma in Computer 

Science (SCQF level 8) builds on 

the knowledge and skills of the SQA 

Advanced Certificate in Computing and 

covers a wide variety of related skills 

including: designing and maintaining a 

website, carrying out technical support, 

developing small-scale, stand-alone and 

mobile applications, and demonstrating 

the recognised ‘soft skills’ required to 

work in small groups. 

Entry Requirements: 

Entry is at the discretion of the delivery 

centre 

Progression: 

The SQA Advanced Diploma in Computer 

Science can provide advanced entry 

to degree-level study. For further 

information please refer to refer to the 

SQA university agreements. 

Visit sqa.org.uk/diplomatodegree 

Career Prospects: 

Software Developer/ Engineer, Data 

Analyst 

Where to study: 

• American Education Centre Ltd (ANC)

• Kensley Graduate School

• Saegis Campus

 

 

 

                                 

 

 

 

Where to study: 

• Northshore College of Business and

Technology
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http://www.sqa.org.uk/diplomatodegree
http://bit.ly/SQA_Advanced_Northshore
http://bit.ly/SQA_Advanced_Northshore
http://www.sqa.org.uk/diplomatodegree
http://bit.ly/SQA_Advanced_ANC
http://bit.ly/SQA_Advanced_Saegis
http://bit.ly/SQA_Advanced_KensleyGraduateSchool


Hospitality 
Management 
The SQA Advanced Diploma in Hospitality 

Management (SCQF level 8) provides 

students with an understanding of 

accommodation servicing, food and 

beverage operations, and hospitality. 

Entry Requirements: 

Entry is at the discretion of the delivery 

centre 

Progression: 

The SQA Advanced Diploma in Hospitality 

Management can provide advanced 

entry to degree-level study. For further 

information please refer to refer to the 

SQA university agreements. 

Visit sqa.org.uk/diplomatodegree 

Career Prospects: 

Management roles in retail or service 

sectors 

Travel 
and Tourism 
Set in a global context, the SQA 

Advanced Diploma in Travel and Tourism 

provides learners with theoretical 

knowledge to work in this dynamic and 

vibrant industry. The course includes air 

travel, tour guiding, marketing, economics, 

customer care and communication. 

Entry Requirements: 

Entry is at the discretion of the delivery 

centre 

Progression: 

The SQA Advanced Diploma in Travel and 

Tourism can provide advanced entry to 

degree-level study.For further information 

please refer to refer to the SQA university 

agreements. 

Visit sqa.org.uk/diplomatodegree 

Career Prospects: 

International Marketing, Management 

roles 

Where to study: 

• American Education Centre Ltd (ANC)

Where to study: 

• Saegis Campus
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