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Why did we do this research?
In 2024–25, we changed the rules for English writing portfolios — learners now have to write their first draft in class, with their teacher or lecturer there. We wanted to make sure the work handed in was truly done by learners themselves and that the assessment was fair and consistent for everyone.
We did this research to understand how these changes were working in real life and to check whether the new approach was helping make assessment more reliable, fair, and trusted.
What are we trying to find out?
Do teachers, lecturers and learners clearly understand the new rules?
Do teachers and lecturers feel more confident that the work is genuine?
Do learners feel the new system is fair?
Are schools and colleges applying the rules in the same way?
Do people trust portfolios as a fair way of assessing writing?
How did we do the research?
We used a mix of different ways to collect information. First, we asked more than 1,000 learners and 400 teachers and lecturers to answer surveys about the new rules. Then, to understand things more deeply, we spoke to 10 teachers in interviews and held a group discussion with learners.
What did we learn?
Most teachers and lecturers said the new rules about writing in class were clear and that the instructions were useful. But they were split on whether the rules made the assessment more fair or consistent — almost half didn’t think things had improved much. Teachers and lecturers saw some benefits, like being able to check that work was really done by the learner, but they also mentioned big challenges, like extra work and worries about how well it actually helps learners.
Most learners understood the in-class draft rule and why it was important. More than half thought it was fair and helpful, but almost half found it stressful and felt it was harder to do their best work. Some learners said it helped them focus and made things feel fairer, but others felt pressed for time and stressed, and weren’t sure it really stopped cheating.
In short, both teachers and lecturers and learners saw some good points, but there were also challenges and mixed feelings about how well it works.
What will change because of the research?
For now, there will be no immediate changes. Our priority is to keep things stable and fair for learners and schools and colleges. The research shows that the current approach has important strengths, and these outweigh the risks at this time.
However, generative artificial intelligence (AI) is a fast-changing area. We will continue to carry out research and listen to teachers, lecturers and learners. This will help us decide if changes are needed in the future, including as part of wider updates to the curriculum and assessment.
Read the full report
You can read the Evaluation of the changes to English writing assessment report on our website.
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