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August 2021 

Subject guidance for internally assessed 
qualifications in 2021–22 

Please read this document in conjunction with guidance for the assessment of internally 

assessed qualifications issued to centres in August 2021. 

Group award title: PDA in Scottish FA: Refereeing at SCQF level 7 

Group award code: GA51 47 

After recent engagement with Qualification Support Teams, teaching staff from colleges and 

training providers, learners and SQA staff, we can confirm that the current alternative 

assessment approaches for Higher National and Vocational Qualifications (HNVQ) will 

continue for session 2021–22.  

For sessions 2019–20 and 2020–21, the alternative assessment approaches were put in 

place for HNVQ to assist centres with the impact of COVID-19 restrictions on teaching, 

learning and assessment.  

These alternative approaches are specific to each course and centres can use them as they 

see fit. An interactive decision tree is available on our website to help centres identify the 

most appropriate assessment approach for each course.  

We would encourage centres to deliver the course using the normal unit-by-unit 

approach in the first instance. If this is not possible, the decision tree outlines 

alternative approaches that will remain as a support to both learners and centres for 

session 2021–22.  

For the most up-to-date information, please visit the Higher National and Vocational 

Qualifications page on our website. 

https://www.sqa.org.uk/sqa/95044.html
https://www.sqa.org.uk/sqa/95044.html
https://www.sqa.org.uk/sqa/96759.html
https://www.sqa.org.uk/sqa/95579.html
https://www.sqa.org.uk/sqa/95579.html
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Adaptations to evidence requirements to help manage assessment 

Temporary adaptations have been made to the following unit specification evidence 

requirements. The table below provides a summary of adaptations with further, specific 

information provided on the following pages.  

Unit title Code Adaptation Reduction Sampling Assessment 

Scottish FA: 

Laws of the 

Game 

FF2Y 34  

Outcome 2 can be 
cross-assessed with 
Practical Refereeing 
outcome 4 

Scottish FA: 

Practical 

Refereeing 

FF2X 34   

Outcome 4 can be 
cross-assessed with 
Laws of the Game 
outcome 2 
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PDA in Scottish FA: Refereeing at SCQF level 7 (GA51 47) 

Contingency assessment guidance for session 2021–22 

Candidates should have been assessed formatively and/or summatively during the academic year. Evidence, both formative and/or summative, 

can be used as evidence for this qualification. As per usual practice there may be opportunities to cross assess units in the PDA and evidence 

may be used to cover evidence requirements in both units. Teachers (assessors) may use their professional judgement in assessing evidence 

available. 

Note: new Assessment Support Packs (ASPs) for both units in this PDA were published in December 2020 and this information was circulated 

in SQA News on 7 January 2021. The ASPs are available on SQA’s secure website, via your centre’s SQA co-ordinator. 

Unit Outcomes Evidence requirements Assessment guidelines 
Contingency assessment guidance for 

session 2021–22 

Scottish 

FA: Laws 

of the 

Game 

(FF2Y 34) 

1. Identify and
interpret the Laws
of the Game.

1. The Laws of the Game

and the safety

requirements will be

assessed by a recorded

online multiple-choice

assessment under

closed-book conditions.

The assessment questions

will be supplied by the

Scottish FA and will follow

their criteria.

To achieve success the 

candidate must attain 

80%. Candidates who do 

not achieve 80% must be 

reassessed using an 

1. The formal online

assessment should take

place under closed-book

supervised conditions. The

Scottish FA will provide the

relevant assessment

questions.

Re-assessment may be 

carried out either partially or 

in full where specific 

knowledge and skills item 

have not been achieved. 

Candidates who do not 

achieve an assessment 

should have one or, in 

exceptional circumstances, 

The multiple-choice assessment can be 

assessed under open-book conditions. 

Teachers (assessors) may remotely invigilate 

this summative assessment. You can find 

guidance on remote assessment on SQA’s 

website. 

https://www.sqa.org.uk/sqa/96137.10391.html
https://www.sqa.org.uk/sqa/96137.10391.html
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Unit Outcomes Evidence requirements Assessment guidelines 
Contingency assessment guidance for 

session 2021–22 

alternative online  

multiple-choice question 

paper supplied by Scottish 

FA. 

two re-assessment 

opportunities 

The results of the 

assessment will be fed back 

to the candidate and the 

Scottish FA upon 

completion of the 

examination. 

2. Demonstrate
the practical skills
required to
implement the
Laws of the
Game.

2. Candidates will be

required to provide

evidence to demonstrate

knowledge and/or skills in

the Laws of the Game.

Laws 1 The Field of Play, 

2 The Ball, 3 The number 

of players, 4 The Players’ 

Equipment, 6 The 

Assistant Referees, 7 The 

duration of the match, 8 

The Start and Restart of 

Play, 9 The Ball in and Out 

of Play, 10 The method of 

scoring, 13 Free Kicks, 14 

The Penalty Kick, 15 The 

Throw-in, 16 The Goal 

Kick, 17 The Corner Kick, 

must be assessed. 

2. Candidates will be

required to demonstrate

knowledge and

understanding of specific

laws in the preparation and

performance of the

referee’s duties. They will

be required to apply key

aspects of the Laws of the

Game in practical

situations.

Assessment of practical 

sessions, appropriate 

observational checklists 

and any recording materials 

must be kept.  

Candidates will be required 

to demonstrate aspects of 

Both formative and/or summative evidence 

can be used to demonstrate the practical skills 

required to implement the Laws of the Game. 

Teachers (assessors) should use their 

professional judgement when assessing the 

evidence available. 

Due to lockdown restrictions, candidates may 

be unable to demonstrate the practical skills 

required. Evidence for this outcome can be 

generated through a professional discussion 

with the teacher (assessor) using the 

observation checklist to guide questions and 

record answers. Evidence can be sampled, 

and assessors should ask questions covering 

a minimum of five of the nine knowledge and 

skills items, as set out in the ASP. 
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Unit Outcomes Evidence requirements Assessment guidelines 
Contingency assessment guidance for 

session 2021–22 

A record will be kept of the 

candidates’ practical 

performances and 

responses together with 

the assessors’ judgement. 

flagging or signalling, for 

example, and the accuracy 

of their responses should 

be noted (video records 

would also suffice). In other 

instances, candidates 

would be required to take 

up an appropriate position 

on an indoor or outdoor 

football pitch or 

appropriately marked 

surface to demonstrate 

knowledge and skills of, for 

example, the diagonal 

system.   

Practical assessment of 

aspects of the ball, footwear 

and flagging techniques 

may be held in classrooms; 

however, it is 

recommended that practical 

assessments be held on a 

suitably marked football 

surface. 

The observation checklist can be found in the 

ASP for this unit specification, available on 

SQA’s secure website, via your centre’s SQA 

co-ordinator. 
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Unit Outcomes Evidence requirements Assessment guidelines 
Contingency assessment guidance for 

session 2021–22 

Scottish 

FA: 

Practical 

Refereeing 

(FF2X 34) 

1. Identify and
analyse the formal
controls and
procedures used
in a football
match.

1. Candidates will analyse

audio-visual playback of

match incidents (FIFA)

requiring a suitable record

of responses. They will

also apply knowledge and

skills learned and their

practical application in

outcome 4 when

refereeing a football

match.

1. Candidates are expected

to maintain an appropriate

record of progress and

development which has

been endorsed by

instructors. The Scottish FA

will provide audio-visual

playback recordings of

preparatory and match-day

incidents requiring analysis.

A record of candidates’

responses should be

maintained that verifies

appropriate levels of

knowledge and

understanding have been

achieved.

Both formative and/or summative evidence 

can be used to demonstrate that a candidate 

can identify and analyse the formal controls 

and procedures used in a football match. 

Teachers (assessors) should use their 

professional judgement when assessing the 

evidence available. 

2. Produce
misconduct and
match reports in
both formal letter
and pro forma
styles.

2. 

 Knowledge of the 

information 

 that must be imparted 

in match and 

misconduct reports  

 Recognition of both 

formal and pro forma 

report types  

 Understanding of 

technical language and 

2. Each report must meet

the criteria set by the

Scottish FA relating to

accuracy of statement and

the validity of the

information imparted.

Reports must be in a formal

and objective essay-style.

These will be assessed

internally, with revision and

re-draft being an accepted

part of the process.

Both formative and/or summative evidence 

can be used to demonstrate a candidate can 

produce misconduct and match reports in 

both formal and letter and pro forma styles. 

Candidates must produce a minimum of one 

caution or one ordering off report using 

typical pro forma and one match incident 

report. If one or more pieces of completed pro 

forma evidence is not available, teachers 

(assessors) should use their professional 

judgement when assessing the evidence 
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Unit Outcomes Evidence requirements Assessment guidelines 
Contingency assessment guidance for 

session 2021–22 

terminology used in 

reports  

Candidates must produce 

two caution reports and 

two ordering off reports, 

using typical pro forma. 

They will also complete 

one match incident report 

in formal letter style. 

available to demonstrate a candidate’s formal 

and objective essay-style writing. 

3. Achieve the
fitness standard
required by the
Scottish FA.

3. Candidates must
provide evidence to
demonstrate their
knowledge and/or skills by
showing that they can
successfully achieve the
following Fitness Test

Fitness test 

 The endurance fitness 

test will be 16 × 

100-metre runs in 30

seconds with

100-metre walk in

1 minute between

each run.

 This test requires track 

facilities or a 

3. Candidates will maintain 
a personal development 
diary in which they will 
record their involvement in, 
and responses to, the 
fitness programme.

Candidates will carry out 
the aforementioned fitness 

test. In specific 

circumstances, when 

outdoor facilities are 

unavailable, an assessor 

may permit an appropriate 

’multi-stage interval’ test to 

be used as an alternative to 

all, or part, of the fitness 

test described. 

Teachers (assessors) should use their 

professional judgement when assessing the 

evidence available in a candidate’s personal 

development diary, containing information on 

their fitness programme and achievements. 
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Unit Outcomes Evidence requirements Assessment guidelines 
Contingency assessment guidance for 

session 2021–22 

100-metre outline on

an appropriate surface

 Measure: capacity to 

perform repeated 

high-intensity runs. 

 Test: intermittent 

activity run in 

accordance with the 

pace set by a single 

whistle; for reasons of 

uniformity, testing is 

done on an athletic 

track — or a 200-metre 

marked oval on an 

appropriate surface. 

Reference times 

On the leader’s first test 

whistle: the candidates 

must: 

 Cover 1 × 100-metre 

run in a time of 30 

seconds from the 

starting position. 

 Complete a 100-metre 

recovery walk to be 

carried to be carried 

out in 60 seconds. 
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Unit Outcomes Evidence requirements Assessment guidelines 
Contingency assessment guidance for 

session 2021–22 

 On the next whistle, 

candidates must again 

run 1 × 100 metres in a 

time of 30 seconds 

from the starting 

position. 

 Complete a 100-metre 

recovery walk to be 

carried out in 60 

seconds. 

The four bullets above 

equate to 1 lap of a  

400-metre running track.

The candidates are

required to complete 8

laps as outlined above.

Procedure — refer to 

evidence requirements in 

unit specification 

4. Referee a
football match
using formal
controls and
procedures as
defined in the
Laws of the
Game.

4. Candidates are required
to referee a football match
in a game of two halves for
a minimum of 20 minutes
overall. The game
refereed must be of
11-a-side. Candidates will:

4. The Scottish FA will liaise

with centres and candidates

to arrange appointment to

an appropriate football

match. A suitably qualified

referee will supervise to

ensure that correct

Both formative and/or summative evidence, 

can be used to demonstrate that a candidate 

can referee a football match using formal 

controls and procedures as defined in the 

Laws of the Game. 
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Unit Outcomes Evidence requirements Assessment guidelines 
Contingency assessment guidance for 

session 2021–22 

 Assume the power and 

duties of a referee as 

outlined in the Laws of 

the Game. 

 Provide a copy of their 

note book recording all 

sanctions, 

substitutions and any 

other notes taken 

during the duration of 

the match. 

 Provide a copy of both 

sets of team-lines. 

 Provide copies of all 

misconduct/match 

incident reports forms 

submitted to the 

appropriate authority. 

procedures are followed, 

and to assess performance. 

All administrative elements 

of the match should be 

recorded as part of the 

verification process: copies 

of team-lines, referee’s 

notes and any subsequent 

misconduct or match 

reports. 

Due to lockdown restrictions, if candidates are 

unable to referee a football match, evidence 

for this outcome can be generated through a 

professional discussion with the teachers 

(assessors) using the observation checklist to 

guide questions and record answers. 

The observation checklist can be found in the 

ASP for this unit specification, available on 

SQA’s secure website, via your centre’s SQA 

co-ordinator. 
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Additional guidance and information 

Recommended approach to assessment 

For the purposes of summative assessment, candidates may use ‘clients’ and participants 

from their educational setting, realistic workplace environment or household bubble(s). They 

may also use ‘clients’ and participants from their sports club and/or fitness club bubble(s). 

A combined approach to practical assessment is encouraged to reduce client and/or 

participant footfall and avoid overassessment. Where evidence requirements within or across 

units can be covered through combined assessment, candidates may be able to show 

competence on fewer clients and/or occasions. Professional judgement, in collaboration with 

the wider course team and internal verifier(s), should be used to agree where any 

combining/integration of assessment is appropriate. Such decisions should be recorded and 

retained with the candidate evidence.  

Depending on the knowledge and skills being assessed, you should use your professional 

judgement in determining the number of participants that would be appropriate for a candidate 

to demonstrate competence in a practical session, for example, one-to-one basis, small or 

large groups for coaching sessions. 

Maintaining a record of formative assessment evidence as candidates move towards the point 

when they are assessment ready is encouraged. This evidence will not take the place of 

summative assessment evidence, but it may support summative assessment decisions.  

Opportunities should be taken to adopt a combined approach when gathering written 

evidence. Such integration should be clear and where units of differing SCQF levels are being 

integrated it is important that evidence generated is at the appropriate SCQF level. 

Environment and Equipment 

Environment 

Where evidence requirements in a unit specification and/or an ASP stipulate a summative 

assessment should take place in a particular environment, for example a gym, you may use 

your professional judgement in making changes to the environment to allow the assessment to 

take place. For example, it may be suitable to observe free weight demonstrations in an 

outdoor or home environment; instructing a group-based exercise session, outdoors in the 

park. 

Equipment 

Where evidence requirements in a unit specification and/or an ASP stipulate the use of 

particular equipment you may use your professional judgement in making changes to the 

equipment to allow the assessment to take place. For example, in assessing body composition 

it may be suitable to use alternative methods, such as callipers, both limb girths, waist to hip 

ratio, Body Mass Index (BMI), bio-electrical impedance.  

You should carefully consider if a candidate is at a stage where they can complete 

assessment safely. You should use your centre’s risk assessment policy prior to allowing 

candidates to carry out summative assessment remotely, out with your centre. 
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For all centres, in whatever circumstances, the first duty is to deliver high quality learning and 

teaching, and to assess candidates in a way that is valid, reliable, practical, equitable and fair. 

 

You should use professional judgement in collaboration with the wider course team and 

internal verifiers to agree where changes are appropriate. Where adaptation is made to the 

environment and/or equipment, for summative assessment purposes, you should record this, 

including the reason for change, the different environment and/or equipment used, and retain it 

with the candidate evidence.  

 

Further guidance and support 

The sources below may provide you with further guidance and support: 

 

 sportscotland COVID-19 information and resources https://sportscotland.org.uk/covid-19/ 

including the COVID-19 Officer e-learning module.  

 CIMSPA (Chartered Institute for the Management of Sport and Physical Activity) 

https://www.cimspa.co.uk/cimspa-news/news-home  

 sportscotland published Guidance for Sports Governing Bodies, local partners and further 

& higher education partners https://sportscotland.org.uk/media/6338/education-in-sport-

and-sport-coach-education-guidance-07-dec-2020-final.pdf 

 

 

If you have any questions, please contact qualification.development@sqa.org.uk. 

 

https://sportscotland.org.uk/covid-19/
https://www.cimspa.co.uk/cimspa-news/news-home
https://sportscotland.org.uk/media/6338/education-in-sport-and-sport-coach-education-guidance-07-dec-2020-final.pdf
https://sportscotland.org.uk/media/6338/education-in-sport-and-sport-coach-education-guidance-07-dec-2020-final.pdf
mailto:qualification.development@sqa.org.uk
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