
 

Session 2022-23 modification summary: Dance 

Freestanding units at SCQF levels 5 and 6 and National 5 and 
Higher 

 

 

This document is for teachers, lecturers and training practitioners.  

 

To support you and your candidates, the modifications to assessment that were in place for 

session 2021–22, which we reiterate below, remain in place for session 2022–23.  

 

We made these modifications to assessment in response to the disruption to learning caused 

by the COVID-19 pandemic. These modifications helped to reduce the volume of 

assessment and provide more time for learning and teaching of course content, while 

maintaining the integrity and credibility of the qualifications.  

 

 

Freestanding units at SCQF levels 5 and 6 

The guidance remains in place. 

 

We have published guidance for the following units:  

 

 Dance: Technical Skills SCQF level 5 — guidance for delivering technique lessons, if 

there are restrictions on teaching spaces and approaches.  

 Dance: Choreography SCQF level 5 — guidance about suitable choreographic devices, 

spatial elements and group sizes for choreographies, if physical distancing is required.  

 Dance: Technical skills SCQF level 6 — guidance for delivering technique lessons, if 

there are restrictions on teaching spaces and approaches.  

 Dance: Choreography SCQF level 6 — guidance about suitable choreographic devices, 

spatial elements, and group sizes for choreographies, if physical distancing is required.  

 

  



National 5 

Component Marks Scaled marks Duration 

Question paper 30 20 1 hour 

Practical activity 65 45 Section 1: choreography — a minimum 

of 1 minute and 30 seconds and a 

maximum of 2 minutes. 

Section 2: choreography review — 

approximately 750–1,500 words 

Performance 35 35 The tutor choreographed solo must last a 

minimum of 1 minute and 30 seconds 

and a maximum of 2 minutes 

Question paper 

There is no change to this component. 

 

Practical activity 

We have published guidance about the use of suitable choreographic devices and spatial 

elements to help you support your candidates as they work on their practical activity, if 

physical distancing is required.  

 

Candidates should not perform in their own choreography. Candidates must adopt a 

choreographer role for this task, as it allows them to effectively reflect on the appropriateness 

of movement materials, and choreographic principles used to communicate the intentions of 

the piece.  

 

Performance 

There is no change to this component. 

 

Higher 

Component Marks Scaled marks Duration 

Question paper 40 30 2 hours 

Practical activity 70 30 Section 1: choreography — a minimum 

of 2 minutes and a maximum of 3 

minutes. 

Section 2: choreography review —

approximately 1,500–2,500 words 

Performance 70 40 Each tutor choreographed solo must 

last a minimum of 1 minute and 30 

seconds and a maximum of 2 minutes 

 

Question paper 

There is no change to this component.  



Practical activity 

The solo choreography option remains available for candidates. 

 

We have published guidance about the use of suitable choreographic devices and spatial 

elements, group and solo choreography options, and marking instructions for the solo 

choreography. This guidance helps you support your candidates as they work on their 

practical activity, if physical distancing is required.  

 

Candidates should not perform in their own choreography. Candidates must adopt a 

choreographer role for this task, as it allows them to effectively reflect on the appropriateness 

of movement materials, and choreographic principles used to communicate the intentions of 

the piece.  

 

Performance 

There is no change to this component. 

 

 

Keeping you updated 

We continue to follow the latest public health advice on COVID-19. In the event of changes 

to public health advice, we will work with our partners on the National Qualifications Steering 

Group to consider any impact on arrangements for assessing National Qualifications this 

session. We will keep you updated with the latest news and information. 

 

You can find up-to-date information for National Qualifications (www.sqa.org.uk/nq) and 

frequently asked questions (www.sqa.org.uk/faq) on our website. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

If you have any questions about this information, please email 

qualification.development@sqa.org.uk.  

www.sqa.org.uk/nq
www.sqa.org.uk/faq
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