
 

Session 2022–23 modification summary: 
Photography 

Higher 

 

 

This document is for teachers, lecturers and training practitioners.  

 

To support you and your candidates, the modifications to assessment that were in place for 

session 2021–22, which we reiterate below, remain in place for session 2022–23.  

 

We made these modifications to assessment in response to the disruption to learning caused 

by the COVID-19 pandemic. These modifications helped to reduce the volume of 

assessment and provide more time for learning and teaching of course content, while 

maintaining the integrity and credibility of the qualifications.  

 

 

Higher 

The modifications remain in place. 

 

Component Marks Duration 

Question paper 30 1 hour 

Project 100 An extended period of time 

 

Question paper 

There are no changes to the question paper component. 

 

Project 

We have reduced the number of final images required from 12 to 8 images. 

 

We have provided guidance below to inform centres about the types of equipment 

candidates can use (for example, mobile phones and tablets) and advice on selecting  

less time-consuming topics. 

 

  



Equipment 

You should remind candidates that they can: 

 

 use mobile phone and/or tablet cameras for the Higher Photography project 

 download camera and editing apps to give them more control than pre-installed camera 

apps – this includes checking phone or app settings to ensure that images are captured 

and stored at an acceptable resolution for printing 

 

Topic 

Some topics take more time than others. For example, topics based on landscape 

photography frequently require fewer photoshoots, so can be less time-consuming than other 

topics, such as still life. 

 

Investigative research 

When candidates are producing and compiling their investigative research, there is no 

requirement to provide notes, comments or annotations. If there is a clear relevance to the 

candidate’s chosen topic, then the images on their own can access the full range of marks 

for this part of the assessment task. 

 

Please note that the following is still required:  

 

 Explain the impact of social, cultural, historical and/or scientific influences on the work 

and practice of the two photographers from their investigative research. 

 

Body of work 

Candidates do not need to take a large number of images for each photoshoot or idea. 

Instead, they could take fewer, more focused images that demonstrate a range of 

techniques, compositions or ideas. 

 

Keeping you updated 

We continue to follow the latest public health advice on COVID-19. In the event of changes 

to public health advice, we will work with our partners on the National Qualifications Steering 

Group to consider any impact on arrangements for assessing National Qualifications this 

session. We will keep you updated with the latest news and information. 

 

You can find up-to-date information for National Qualifications (www.sqa.org.uk/nq) and 

frequently asked questions (www.sqa.org.uk/faq) on our website. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

If you have any questions about this information, please email 

qualification.development@sqa.org.uk. 

https://www.sqa.org.uk/nq
https://www.sqa.org.uk/faq
mailto:qualification.development@sqa.org.uk

