
 

 

 

   

Alternative Certification Model 2020–21: 
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Level National 5 

 

This report provides information on themes emerging from the national quality assurance 
exercise, which is part of the Alternative Certification Model for National 5, Higher and 
Advanced Higher courses.  

A sample of candidates’ assessed work from selected centres was reviewed to determine 
whether assessment was in line with the national standard. The evidence submitted may 
have been partial or incomplete and is unlikely to have represented all of the evidence that 
will be gathered to allow the centre to determine a provisional result. 

The centres selected for review in this subject and at this level have been provided with 
specific feedback on the evidence that they submitted. The comments below highlight key 
points about the assessment approaches and instruments used and the sampled centres’ 
assessment judgements, for all centres delivering the subject at this level to reflect upon 
and make any appropriate adjustments. 
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Section 1: Comments on approach to assessment  
On the whole, centres provided partial evidence, submitting one or two instruments of 
assessment for their selected candidates. The evidence varied from topic tests to full 
assessments. A variety of sources were used, including commercially produced papers, 
adapted past papers, centre-devised assessments and the SQA 2021 assessment resource.  

Many centres provided thorough additional supporting information with their evidence. This 
was extremely useful for understanding the context and approach to assessment. 

The validity of the assessments reviewed were in the most part in line with national 
standards. Centres should consider the command words when devising assessments, to 
ensure there is balance between lower-order words (for example identify and outline) and 
higher-order words (for example explain and compare). The combination of command word 
used, content being assessed and the number of marks available all impact on the level of 
demand of a question.  

Some centres annotated marking instructions to show additional answers they had 
accepted, which is good practice. 
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Section 2: Comments on assessment judgements  
On the whole, assessment judgements were in line with national standards. On occasions, 
there was a tendency to be more severe when marking some questions. This was often due 
to not following the marking instructions when awarding development marks. For example: 

♦ a sole trader has unlimited liability (1 mark), this means that they will lose personal 
possessions if their business goes bankrupt and they cannot pay all their debts  
(1 mark development) 

♦ a supplier price should be considered (1 mark), this means that if the price is too high it 
will reduce your profits (1 mark development)  

It is also good practice to annotate scripts using brackets and codes, for example  
R — repeat, D — development. 

When marking candidates' evidence, it would be considered best practice to place brackets 
around any answers given that would merit 1 mark, rather than placing a tick in the margin. It 
would also be best practice to place the overall marks awarded for each question in the 
margin, for example 2/3. 

Centres may find the following useful when marking assessments: 

♦ When a candidate provides the name of a business concept, the description given must 
match the name of the business concept. 

♦ When marking a candidate’s response, if explain is used as the command word, there 
must be a clear impact of the business concept.  

♦ Development marks can only be awarded where there is value added to the candidate’s 
initial response.  

There was some very good practice in moderation applied across the centres. Many centres 
provided detailed information of the discussions that took place, the outcome of these and 
how it was applied to their candidates. There was also evidence of regional moderation. 
Together this led to fair and consistent marking. 


