
 

 

 

   

Alternative Certification Model 2020–21: 
National QA Exercise Key Messages 
Subject Mathematics of Mechanics 
Level Advanced Higher 

 

This report provides information on themes emerging from the national quality assurance 
exercise, which is part of the Alternative Certification Model for National 5, Higher and 
Advanced Higher courses.  

A sample of candidates’ assessed work from selected centres was reviewed to determine 
whether assessment was in line with the national standard. The evidence submitted may 
have been partial or incomplete and is unlikely to have represented all of the evidence that 
will be gathered to allow the centre to determine a provisional result. 

The centres selected for review in this subject and at this level have been provided with 
specific feedback on the evidence that they submitted. The comments below highlight key 
points about the assessment approaches and instruments used and the sampled centres’ 
assessment judgements, for all centres delivering the subject at this level to reflect upon 
and make any appropriate adjustments. 
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Section 1: Comments on approach to assessment  
Across the board, the centres provided one piece of evidence per candidate. This took the 
form of an assessment under timed conditions, which covered part of the course. The 
amount of the course covered depended on what stage the candidates were at.  

Several centres used the SQA 2021 paper, however because of time pressures, this was 
broken into parts. In these cases, this is reflected in the evidence submitted — for example, 
a centre may have provided evidence for the first seven questions of the paper. This is not a 
problem, as long as the rest of the paper is used at a later date. However, the unintended 
consequence of this is that this section would be almost entirely at grade C. This means that 
the rest of the assessment would be disproportionately difficult, as it contains all the grade A 
marks.  

Where other assessments were used, they were mostly of a very good standard, using older 
past paper questions to create a balanced assessment. On the single occasion that this was 
not the case, feedback was given on the split of grade A marks to grade C marks. The 
balance of grade C and grade A marks is set out in the subject-specific guidance for 
Mathematics of Mechanics. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

https://www.sqa.org.uk/sqa/files_ccc/ah-guidance-evidence-mathematics-mechanics.pdf
https://www.sqa.org.uk/sqa/files_ccc/ah-guidance-evidence-mathematics-mechanics.pdf
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Section 2: Comments on assessment judgements  
Overall, the standard of judgements in relation to national standards was very high. Marking 
instructions were followed rigorously and care was taken to positively mark, awarding marks 
in the correct areas.  

It was also extremely pleasing to note that in almost all cases, moderation of judgements 
was undertaken, and the details of discussions where the marker and moderator disagreed 
were clear. The outcomes of those discussions were also clearly stated.  

Where assessment judgements varied from national standards, it tended to be on the severe 
side. The reasons for this were broadly the same: the subject tends to involve lengthy, 
complex answers and sometimes opportunities to award marks — particularly follow-through 
marks — were missed. 
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