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This report provides information on themes emerging from the national quality assurance 
exercise, which is part of the Alternative Certification Model for National 5, Higher and 
Advanced Higher courses.  

A sample of candidates’ assessed work from selected centres was reviewed to determine 
whether assessment was in line with the national standard. The evidence submitted may 
have been partial or incomplete and is unlikely to have represented all of the evidence that 
will be gathered to allow the centre to determine a provisional result. 

The centres selected for review in this subject and at this level have been provided with 
specific feedback on the evidence that they submitted. The comments below highlight key 
points about the assessment approaches and instruments used and the sampled centres’ 
assessment judgements, for all centres delivering the subject at this level to reflect upon 
and make any appropriate adjustments. 
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Section 1: Comments on approach to assessment  
Most centres used the SQA project assessment task and followed the accompanying 
marking instructions. Some centres developed their own assessment model based on SQA’s 
guidance on gathering key evidence. 

Centres provided sufficient candidate evidence and evidence of standardisation, where 
applicable.  

Centres’ approaches to assessment were valid and provided candidates with an opportunity 
to demonstrate knowledge and understanding. It was clear that centres upheld national 
standards throughout and delivered a valid, fair and just assessment process.  

Centres provided candidates with detailed constructive and supportive feedback, which 
explained mark allocations and highlighted areas of excellence and/or weaknesses. 
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Section 2: Comments on assessment judgements  
Centres’ assessment judgements were valid, reliable and in line with national standards. 
Centres provided detailed justification on all assessment decisions and identified where 
candidates had not met assessment criteria.  

The evidence provided showed a real sense of engagement from all candidates and the 
feedback from the assessors was detailed, helpful and supportive. Where centres had 
developed their own assessment model, there was clear planning and standardisation of this 
alternative approach, ensuring all candidate evidence was assessed consistently and in line 
with national standards.  

There was clear evidence that assessors have been delivering a high standard of teaching. 
Candidates’ knowledge and understanding of this subject was evident in all work submitted.  

Centres were consistent with their judgements and in line with national standards and should 
be commended for delivering a quality assessment process. 
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