External Assessment Report 2011
Subject

Drama

Level

Intermediate 1 and Intermediate 2

The statistics used in this report are pre-appeal.
This report provides information on the performance of candidates which it is hoped will be
useful to teachers/lecturers in their preparation of candidates for future examinations. It is
intended to be constructive and informative and to promote better understanding. It would
be helpful to read this report in conjunction with the published question papers and marking
instructions for the Examination.

Comments on candidate performance
General comments
The majority of centres were well prepared for both components of the Intermediate Drama
Course.
Practical exams ran smoothly in the majority of centres with timings and audiences
organised well to enable the Visiting Assessors to carry out their tasks and for candidates to
fulfil their potential under exam conditions.
In the Question Papers, most candidates appeared well prepared and answered fully and
with understanding. At Intermediate 2 level, the vast majority of candidates answered on
Extract 2.

Areas in which candidates performed well
Across all areas, on the whole, candidates performed well in the Practical exam. At
Intermediate 1 some detailed and challenging devised pieces were performed and there was
a range of appropriate texts at Intermediate 2 level.
In the Intermediate 1 Question Paper the following questions were answered consistently
well:
 Q2 Choose the scene which you would consider to be the most important in your group’s
dramatic presentation. Answer the following questions.
 Q4 From your presentation choose a character other than your own and answer the
following questions.
 Q8 How would you want your audience to feel at the end of your presentation? Give two
different possible emotions that an audience might feel, and explain your answer.
In the Intermediate 2 Question Paper, the following questions were answered well:
 Q2 (a) Identify a moment of tension in the extract. Q2 (b) How does the tension build to
this moment? You might refer, for example, to the action, characters, or language.
 Q5 Choose any character that appears throughout the extract and who you think is very
important. (a) Explain and justify your choice of character.
 Q6 If you were to act any character from the extract, explain in detail how you would use
your voice and movement. You should refer to at least two different points in the extract
in your answer.
In Question 3 (a) the majority of candidates produced a detailed ground plan.
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Areas which candidates found demanding
The Intermediate 1 Question Paper provided challenges to some candidates in the following
areas:
 In Question 1, candidates often talked about the drama they had created rather than the
creating process that led to it.
Q1 (a) Explain why you thought this theme would be suitable for a dramatic presentation.
(b) What age group do you think would make a suitable target audience for this dramatic
presentation?
 Question 4 (b) asked about purpose of a character, but candidates often responded with
a description of role, thereby losing marks.
Q4 (b) What is this character’s purpose in the dramatic presentation?
 In Question 6, a lack of movement and voice terminology meant candidates lost marks.
Q6 Think about the character which you played and answer the following questions:
(a) How would you describe your character’s voice? (b) How would you describe your
character’s movement?
 Staging and its definition in Question 7 (a) proved challenging for many candidates. The
ground plan question, 7 (b), was often drawn with exits/entrances through apparently
solid walls, leading candidates to lose marks.
The Intermediate 2 Question Paper was demanding to candidates in the following areas:
 Inaccurate stage codes, or no stage codes at all, caused many candidates to lose marks
in Question 3 (c).
Q3 (c) Describe where these two characters are positioned on stage at this moment and
explain your reasons for positioning them there.
 In Question 4 (a) many candidates appeared not to understand the term ‘theatre venue’,
despite the word ‘venue’ having been used in a previous paper.
Q4 (a) Imagine you have been asked to present the extract in a theatre venue. Describe
in detail the set the audience will see when your presentation begins.
 Question 5 (b) on the impact of a character was not answered well.
Q5 (b) What does this character add to the overall impact of the extract? Refer to the text
in your answer.
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Advice to centres for preparation of future candidates
General
The main advice to centres this year is to ensure that candidates are prepared to use
accurate terminology in all areas of the Question Paper and to prepare their candidates to
draw an accurate and detailed ground plan, in line with the published marking instructions for
Intermediate level.
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Statistical information: update on Courses
Intermediate 1
Number of resulted entries in 2010

170

Number of resulted entries in 2011

254

Statistical information: performance of candidates
Distribution of Course awards including grade boundaries
Distribution of Course
awards

%

Cum. %

Number of candidates

Lowest
mark

A

49.6%

49.6%

126

70

B

24.4%

74.0%

62

60

C

14.6%

88.6%

37

50

D

3.1%

91.7%

8

45

No award

8.3%

100.0%

21

-

Maximum Mark 100

Statistical information: update on Courses
Intermediate 2
Number of resulted entries in 2010

1,316

Number of resulted entries in 2011

1,473

Statistical information: performance of candidates
Distribution of Course awards including grade boundaries
Distribution of Course
awards

%

Cum. %

Number of candidates

Lowest
mark

A

53.5%

53.5%

788

70

B

28.2%

81.7%

415

60

C

13.0%

94.7%

192

50

D

1.9%

96.6%

28

45

No award

3.4%

100.0%

50

-

Maximum Mark 100
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General commentary on grade boundaries
While SQA aims to set examinations and create marking instructions which will allow a
competent candidate to score a minimum of 50% of the available marks (the notional C
boundary) and a well prepared, very competent candidate to score at least 70% of the
available marks (the notional A boundary), it is very challenging to get the standard on target
every year, in every subject at every level.
Each year, therefore, SQA holds a grade boundary meeting for each subject at each level
where it brings together all the information available (statistical and judgemental). The
Principal Assessor and SQA Qualifications Manager meet with the relevant SQA Head of
Service and Statistician to discuss the evidence and make decisions. The meetings are
chaired by members of the management team at SQA.
The grade boundaries can be adjusted downwards if there is evidence that the exam is more
challenging than usual, allowing the pass rate to be unaffected by this circumstance.
The grade boundaries can be adjusted upwards if there is evidence that the exam is less
challenging than usual, allowing the pass rate to be unaffected by this circumstance.
Where standards are comparable to previous years, similar grade boundaries are
maintained.
An exam paper at a particular level in a subject in one year tends to have a marginally
different set of grade boundaries from exam papers in that subject at that level in other
years. This is because the particular questions, and the mix of questions, are different. This
is also the case for exams set in centres. If SQA has already altered a boundary in a
particular year in say Higher Chemistry this does not mean that centres should necessarily
alter boundaries in their prelim exam in Higher Chemistry. The two are not that closely
related as they do not contain identical questions.
SQA’s main aim is to be fair to candidates across all subjects and all levels and maintain
comparable standards across the years, even as Arrangements evolve and change.
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