External Assessment Report 2010
Subject

German

Level

Standard Grade

The statistics used in this report are pre-appeal.
This report provides information on the performance of candidates which it is hoped will be
useful to teachers/lecturers in their preparation of candidates for future examinations. It is
intended to be constructive and informative and to promote better understanding. It would
be helpful to read this report in conjunction with the published question papers and marking
instructions for the Examination.

Comments on candidate performance
General comments
There was a decrease once again in the total number of candidates entered for Standard
Grade. The number of candidates presented at General/Credit level decreased significantly,
whilst there was a slight increase in the number of candidates being presented at
General/Foundation level. A significant number of candidates who were presented at
General/Credit level should clearly have been presented at the lower level.

Speaking
The percentage of candidates awarded a Grade 1 in this skill was high. In some centres,
candidates were well prepared and took part enthusiastically in the verification activity. In
some centres, lack of organisation and reluctance on the part of some candidates to
participate were evident, meaning that the full range of performances could not always be
observed. The centres’ gradings were consistently satisfactory. However, teachers are
reminded to refer to the Grade Related Criteria (GRC) and are discouraged from comparing
candidate performances.

Writing
Markers reported some examples of enterprising folio pieces and evidence of some
candidates already being prepared for Higher. However, many Credit candidates failed to
demonstrate the development of ideas required for an upper Credit award. There were very
few instances of candidates submitting fewer than three pieces. Of the candidates
performing at Foundation level, most achieved a Grade 5 rather than a Grade 6.

Reading and Listening
Markers generally noted a satisfactory performance in Reading, with many candidates
persevering and engaging well with the papers. Performance in General and Credit Listening
was generally disappointing, with poor recognition of vocabulary noted as a factor.

Areas in which candidates performed well
Speaking
There were some very good Credit performances, particularly in the prepared talk. Some
candidates succeeded in going beyond the basic scenario in the role play and produced
good performances.

Writing
Centres had prepared candidates well for the folio: essays were generally structured and
focused. Candidates tended to produce solid performances in familiar topics such as ‘Meine
Schule’ and ‘Meine Stadt’. There were some very accurate pieces both at upper Credit and
upper General level.

2

Reading
At Foundation level, candidates followed instructions carefully and generally performed well
in Questions 1–6. At General level, candidates picked up marks from a wide spread of
questions, with most candidates attempting both the supported and unsupported questions.
At Credit level, candidates picked up points from all three questions, with Questions 1 (b),
2 (e) and 3 (a) being particularly well done.

Listening
At Foundation level, candidates performed very well throughout the paper, demonstrating a
good knowledge of basic vocabulary at that level. At General level, marks came from a wide
range of questions, but Questions 1 and 8 were generally well done. At Credit level,
Questions 1 (a), 6, 8 (b) and 10 were fairly well done.

Areas which candidates found demanding
Speaking
Some candidates continue to experience difficulty in making the role play task worthy of a
Credit grade, lacking the development to allow them to demonstrate the criteria required by
the GRC.

Writing
It is evident from Writing that candidates, even those who produce good pieces, often
struggle with punctuation; it was often difficult to ascertain where one sentence finished and
the next started. Candidates attempting film reviews and less common topics such as the
geography of a country tended to do less well.

Reading
At Foundation level, some candidates did not read Questions 7–9 carefully enough. At
General level, many candidates seemed to be unfamiliar with the concept of ‘shift work’ in
Question 1 (b). A large number of candidates needlessly lost a mark in Question 2 (b) for
writing the wrong number for ‘vierzehn’.
Few candidates successfully identified ‘Möbel’ in Question 7 (a). Many candidates thought
that ‘war’ in Question 9 was something to do with ‘the war’. At Credit level, Question 2 (d)
was not done well. In Question 3 (c), many candidates wrongly wrote that the tool box fell
onto his hand.

Listening
At General level, there was poor recognition of ‘Dorf’, ‘bekommen’, ‘Armbanduhr’,
‘Apotheke’, ‘teuer’ and ‘ruhig’. At Credit level, Questions 4 and 5 produced a lot of
guesswork. There was poor recognition of ‘den Rasen mähen’ in Question 10.
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Advice to centres for preparation of future candidates
Speaking
Centres should avoid comparing candidate performances and instead judge each individual
performance on its own merit, with close reference to the GRC provided for each task type.
Candidates should only be awarded an upper Credit grade where such a grade is justified.
Regular internal verification is strongly recommended. When devising and conducting role
play tasks, centres and interlocutors must create opportunities for able candidates to go
beyond the basic scenario and demonstrate the criteria for a Credit grade.

Writing
Centres should ensure that punctuation is part of the regular learning and teaching of
Writing. When encouraging candidates to use phrases such as ‘zum Schluss’, ‘alles in allem’
and ‘obwohl’, centres should try to give them the tools to use these successfully and
appropriately.
In some centres, the topics of ‘environment’ and ‘health’ produced essays which lacked
structure and coherence. Centres should choose essay topics with care, avoiding themes
which lead to essays which appear to be ‘thrown together’ from a phrase bank.
Some centres continue to generate very similar pieces for all candidates or candidates from
a particular class. Despite the fact that the German spelling reform was introduced several
years ago now, there is evidence that some centres are still teaching the old spelling of
common vocabulary such as ‘dass’ and ‘kennen gelernt’.

Reading and Listening
It is essential that candidates learn and revise not only nouns, but also verbs, adjectives,
adverbs and prepositions. Centres should continue to work on note-taking techniques for
Listening.
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Statistical information: update on Courses

Number of resulted entries in 2009

7197

Number of resulted entries in 2010

6205

Statistical information: performance of candidates
Distribution of overall awards

Grade 1

17.6%

Grade 2

22.9%

Grade 3

25.6%

Grade 4

20.8%

Grade 5

9.4%

Grade 6

2.2%

Grade 7

0.0%

No award

1.4%

Grade boundaries for each assessable element in the subject included in the
report

Assessable Credit Grade
General Grade
Element
Max
Boundaries Max
Boundaries
Mark
Mark
1
2
3
4

Foundation Grade
Max Mark
Boundaries

R

26

18

13

32

20

13

L

25

17

9

26

16

10

5

6

33

21

14

27

18

14
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