Guidance on the use of past paper questions for National 5 Geography
The new Courses at National 5 draw on the strengths of popular areas of study from Standard Grade and Intermediate 2 with the introduction of some new
content. The purpose of this support document is to help centres and departments to identify suitable past paper questions/items that could be used, or
possibly amended, to support learners in their preparation for sitting question papers (exams) as part of the National 5 Course assessment. The advice in
this document reflects questions selected from 2011 to 2013 past papers. (If you click on the highlighted links in the columns below, this will take you to the
relevant past paper.)
When utilising any past paper questions, you need to take into account the following:
 You must select questions that provide the learners with the same level of challenge as those in the National 5 Specimen Question Paper.
 You may be able to use questions as published or with amendments as suggested in the columns below for Standard Grade and Intermediate 2.
 You must use questions that adhere to the National 5 General Marking Principles and reflect the form of detailed Marking Instructions as published in
the National 5 Specimen Question Paper.
If any change to a Standard Grade/Intermediate 2 question is necessary, you must ensure that:
 The style and structure matches the Specimen Question Paper for National 5.
 Marking of the learner’s response to the question adheres to the General Marking Principles in the National 5 Specimen Question Paper.
 Marking Instructions are amended to reflect the style of the National 5 detailed Marking Instructions.
The details below for National 5 should be read in conjunction with the
relevant:
Mandatory documentation:
 Course Specification
 Unit Specifications
 Course Assessment Specification
Advice and guidance:
 Course and Unit Support Notes

Key for the section below:
C — amend context as required
S — amend source as required
St — amend question style
Str — amend structure of the question
Not all topic/areas of study will appear every year due to the sampling techniques
used in producing question papers.

Assessment:
 Question Paper Component:
— general assessment information
— general marking principles and detailed marking instructions
Related Information as provided in the relevant N3–N5 Course
Comparison Document.
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Information from the Course
Assessment Specification
Each Section of the Question paper will be
made up of restricted/extended response
questions. Questions will sample the
knowledge and understanding and apply
skills described in the Further mandatory
information on Course coverage
section.
Section 1: Physical Environments
Weather
Within the context of the United Kingdom:
the effect of latitude, relief, aspect and
distance from sea on local weather
conditions; the characteristics of the five
main air masses affecting the UK; the
characteristics of weather associated with
depressions and anticyclones
Landscape
Within the context of two selected
landscape types, selected from either:
 glaciated uplands and coastal
landscapes
or
 upland limestone, and rivers and
valleys
Land uses appropriate to the two
landscape types studied. The land uses
should be chosen from: farming, forestry,
industry, recreation and tourism, water
storage and supply, renewable energy
In relation to one landscape type studied,
candidates should be able to describe and
explain: the conflicts which can arise
between land uses within this landscape
and the solutions adopted to deal with the
identified land use conflicts

The columns below identify additional support questions from Standard Grade and Intermediate 2
Past Papers 2011 to 2013.
Standard Grade Credit
Use question as
published

Amend question
context/source

Amend question
style/structure

Intermediate 2
Use question as
published

Amend question
context/source

2011 Q3
2012 Q3
2013 Q3 — C/S
This is a new topic at this level.

2011 Q2
2012 Q2
2013 Q2

2011 Q2 — C/S
2012 Q2 — C/S
2013 Q2 — C/S

2011 Q1c/d/e — St

This topic is treated slightly differently at National 5, therefore
there are no equivalent questions.

2011 Q1b
2012 Q1a/b/c
2013 Q1b

2011 Q1b — C
2012 Q1a/b/c — C
2013 Q1b — C

2013 Q1c

2012 Q1d — C

2011 Q1d
2012 Q1f

2011 Q1d — C
2012 Q1e/f — C
2013 Q1d — C
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Section 2: Human Environments
In the context of developed and developing countries:
Population: social and economic
2011 Q10
indicators; physical and human factors
influencing global population distribution;
factors affecting birth and death rates
2013 Q8

2011 Q9a — St

Urban areas: characteristics of land use
2011 Q5a — C/S
2011 Q7 — St
zones in cities in the developed world;
2011 Q8 — C/S
recent developments in the CBD, inner
city, rural/urban fringe in developed world
2012 Q5 — St
cities; recent developments which deal
2013 Q7
with issues in shanty towns in developing
world cities
Rural areas: changes in the rural
2011 Q6 — St
landscape in developed countries, related
2012 Q6
to modern developments in farming such
2013 Q6 — C
as: diversification, impact of new
technology, organic farming, GM, current
government policy; changes in the rural
landscape in developing countries related
to modern developments in farming such
as: GM, impact of new technology,
biofuels
Section 3: Global Issues
Candidates should study two global issues from the following:
Climate change: features of climate
change; cause — physical and human;
This topic is treated slightly differently at National 5, therefore
effects — local and global; management
there are no equivalent questions.
— strategies to minimise impact/effects
Impact of human activity on the natural 2011 Q4
environment: tundra and equatorial
climates and their ecosystems; use and
2013 Q4
misuse; effects of degradation on people
and the environment; management —
strategies to minimise impact/effects
Environmental hazards: the main
features of earthquakes, volcanoes and
This is a new topic at this level.
tropical storms; causes of each hazard;

2011 Q2a/b
2012Q2a/b
2012 Q6a
2013 Q2a/b
2013 Q6a
2011 Q2c

2011 Q2c — C/S

2013 2c

2012 Q2c — C/S
2013 2c — C/S

2013 Q2e — C

2013 Q3a
2011 Q3
2012 Q3
2013 Q3b
2013 Q4b

2011 Q7
2012 Q7
2013 Q7a/b/c
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impact on the landscape and population of
each hazard; management — methods of
prediction and planning; and strategies
adopted in response to environmental
hazards
Trade and globalisation: world trade
2011 Q11 — St
patterns; cause of inequalities in trade;
2012 Q10
2012 Q9 — St
impact of world trade patterns on people
2013 Q10
2013 Q2d
and the environment; strategies to reduce
inequalities — trade alliances, fair trade,
sustainable practices
Tourism: mass tourism and eco-tourism;
2011 Q2d
causes of/reasons for mass tourism and
eco-tourism; impact of mass tourism and
This topic is treated slightly differently at National 5, therefore
eco-tourism on people and the
there are no equivalent questions.
environment; strategies adopted to
manage tourism
Health: distribution of a range of world
2011 Q6
diseases; causes, effects and strategies
2012 Q6b
adopted to manage: AIDS in developed
2013 Q6c
and developing countries; one disease
This topic is treated slightly differently at National 5, therefore
prevalent in a developed country (choose
there are no equivalent questions.
from: heart disease, cancer, asthma) one
disease prevalent in a developing country
(choose from: malaria, cholera,
kwashiorkor, pneumonia)
Geographical Skills
The following skills will be assessed in contexts drawn from across the Course:
Mapping skills including the use of
2011 Q1a/b
2011 Q1 — C
2011 Q1b/c — C
Ordnance Survey maps: grid references
2012 Q1 a–e
2012 Q1a/c — C
(4/6); measure distance using scale;
2013 Q1
2013 Q1a — C
2013 Q1b — C
interpret relief and contour patterns; use
maps in association with photographs,
field sketches, cross sections/transects
Extracting, interpreting and presenting
numerical and graphical information
These skills are assessed across a wide range of the questions identified above in Standard Grade and
which may be: statistical; graphical;
Intermediate 2.
tabular
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Resources
Additional National 5 assessment support material is available here:

SQA past papers
www.sqa.org.uk/pastpapers/findpastpaper.htm

Education Scotland
www.educationscotland.gov.uk/
Glow
www.educationscotland.gov.uk/usingglowandict/
Glow Log-in
https://secure.glowscotland.org.uk/login/login.htm
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