Review of National Qualifications
in Modern Studies
Rationale and Proposals
The main aims of this consultation are to improve articulation between the syllabuses in
Higher and Intermediate, as outlined in Recommendation 7 of the NQ Review in Modern
Studies, and to revise and update syllabuses in the light of events and experience.
The reasons behind improving syllabus articulation are:
♦ to facilitate delivery in multi-level classes, which are more common than had been
anticipated
♦ to facilitate candidate movement between levels in any one session
♦ to provide for progression for candidates sitting Intermediate one year and Higher the
next
The parameters of any revision are that:
♦ the overall time available for external assessment cannot be increased, though it may
be re-distributed
♦ the overall number of Study Themes at any level should not be increased
It should be noted that the descriptors for Themes in Units 1 and 3 at Higher are intended
to be delivered in c 20 hours, as at present. Also, Themes in both Courses have been reordered and re-designated to highlight comparability and articulation.
In summary, the proposals are:

Unit 1
Higher Study Themes are largely unchanged though they have been re-ordered. At
Intermediate the Themes have been re-aligned to improve articulation particularly in the
Government of Scotland theme.

Unit 2
Major syllabus changes are proposed in this Unit.
1.

Wealth and Health: There is a major interaction between wealth and health, and
this is recognised at Intermediate. Indeed, it may be argued that any separation is
artificial. Further, the dynamic of events, particularly in regard to Devolved
Powers, has made it increasingly difficult to set parallel Decision Making
Exercises where the expected background knowledge was of the same order. On
the other hand, it is recognised that there is some danger of syllabus overload at
Higher and the proposals take account of this.

2.

Crime, Law and Society: This topic is successful at Intermediate, and also at
Advanced Higher. To include it at Higher improves articulation between the three
levels. At the same time, there is a danger of syllabus overlap, and the proposals
take account of this.

3.

Gender and Race: This topic has a relatively low uptake at Intermediate and has
been awkward to set; this reflects the common pattern of delivery, which has
tended to be ‘Gender or Race’. Furthermore, the major aspects of this Theme may
be subsumed into Wealth and Health and Crime, Law and Society.

Further changes in this Unit, related to assessment, are set out later.

Unit 3
While articulation in this Unit is quite substantial, there is an opportunity to update
syllabuses and increase parity between Themes, particularly in the study of individual
countries.
1.

South Africa: Although there is an argument that the raison d’être for this topic
has gone, South Africa is an example of a successful, multi-racial democracy. In
addition, the topic is popular and does articulate well between levels. Reference
to the Apartheid era is omitted, and study should focus on recent and
contemporary developments.

2.

China: Similar arguments apply in that the topic articulates and has a steady
uptake.

3.

The United States of America: A study of the decision-making process in the
most powerful state in the world is proposed for Higher, with special reference
made to the role and position of ethnic minorities within that. In addition, the
decision-making process should provide an area of stability in the Theme. A new
Theme at Intermediate is proposed, covering areas similar to that in the existing
descriptor at Higher.

4.

Europe: This topic has a low uptake at both Higher and Intermediate level, but
has a high symbolic importance. The proposals attempt to make the Higher
descriptor more issue-based and the Intermediate course align and equate more
closely with the above descriptors.

5.

Global Security: The main ongoing threat to global security, apart from the
Middle East, is international terrorism. The proposals take account of this, and
attempt to address the difficulty in setting other than very generic questions on
the origins of international conflicts. An Intermediate descriptor will only be
included if one of the above Themes at Intermediate is dropped.

6.

The Politics of Development in Africa: The previous descriptor was restrictive
and did not address wider issues of economic development.

7.

Brazil: Although uptake of this Theme is rising, it sits uneasily with the other
proposals. Nor does it articulate with the Higher course. It is recommended that
the Theme be dropped.

To encourage a breadth of coverage, it is proposed that candidates should study ONE
Theme from Study Themes 7, 8, 9 and ONE Theme from Study Themes 10, 11, 12.

Proposals relating to assessment
At Higher:
1.

In section A and in Section C, candidates will choose, in each, two different
Outcomes from across their two Study Themes, eg Outcome 1 from Study Theme
1 and Outcome 2 from Study Theme 3, OR Outcome 2 from Study Theme 7 and
Outcome 1 from Study Theme 12. This will encourage coverage of both Themes,
and align internal and external assessments. Thus prelim evidence for these Units
may be used to substantiate Unit awards.

2.

In Section B, each question will test Outcome 2. Candidates demonstrate
Outcome 1 and Outcome 3 skills in the Decision Making Exercise, and this will
address assessment of this Outcome more effectively.

3.

The evaluating (short-answer) questions will be omitted from Paper 2. There will
be italicised sentences in each of the written sources which will relate to other
sources and these will encourage the expression of the traditional skills such as
detecting bias, exaggeration, selectivity in the use of facts and will, also,
encourage synthesis. This will enable ten minutes to be transferred from the
examining time for Paper 2 to that for Paper 1.

At Intermediate 2:
In the DMA, relevant background knowledge will be credited, though it will still be
possible to gain full marks by using the sources only. This will address the situation,
occurring particularly in multi-level classes, where candidates are instructed to include
background knowledge in the Higher DME, but not in the Intermediate 2 DMA.

